
Sacred Scriptures. “God’s 
appearance in the world, 
evokes immediate and 
spontaneous praise from 
those who are looking for 
God.” The first Mary, aka 
Miriam—the sister of   
Moses, led God’s people in 
a hymn of praise after   
being delivered from  
Egyptian captivity and 
passing safely through the 
Red Sea.  
 

Another major entry in  
Israel’s hymnic tradition is 
the Song of Hannah. If 
God could give a child to a 
barren mother, then just 
imagine what God has 
planned for those who love 
Him and are called in    
accordance with His holy   
purpose. In the New     
Testament, Zechariah and 
Elizabeth, Simeon and  
Anna, add their carols and 
canticles to the liturgy of 
praise. Hillmer writes, 
“The praise evoked by 
grace anticipates more 
grace. The absence of 
praise is an insult to grace. 
 

“A young pastor visited 
one of his elderly parish-
ioners. She was very old & 
very poor. She lived in a 
hovel. It stank. The  
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Pastor’s Keyboard: “Discipleship: Christmas Caroling”  

The Emmanuel Epistle! 

Do you have a tradition that 
you practice because it 
brings delight to your soul? 
I grew up enjoying the gift 
of music. I sang in church 
and school choirs. I looked 
forward to the annual task 
of Christmas Caroling. In 
my previous parishes, 
Youth and adults would put 
together “love boxes,” and 
deliver them with songs just 
before Christmas. Dozens of 
homes would receive a gift 
of goodies, and some songs 
from the carolers.  
 

Another tradition that I have 
loved doing is bell ringing 
for the Salvation Army. My 
favorite spot in Rochester 
has been at the local HyVee 
grocery store. I was able to 
ring bells indoors and to 
sing favorite Christmas   
carols to shoppers.  
 

Both of these singing      
traditions have been put on 
hold due to my battle with 
cancer. I still make sure that 
carols anoint my lips with 
songs of praise during the 
holy days of Christmas, but 
I no longer am able to ring 
bells and Christmas Carol 
from house to house. 
 

This year, Emmanuel will 
be enjoying many Christmas 
songs in our annual 12 Days 
of Christmas, Bell Ringing 
Service of Worship. We will 
welcome a brand new year 
(2022) with much music on 
Saturday, January 1. We’ll 
sing the traditional song, 
The 12 Days of Christmas, 

and remember that our true 
love is GOD, who gives us 
Jesus on the cross (a      
partridge in a pear tree). 
The Miracle of Christmas is 
Calvary. And so we sing: 
“Good Christian friends, 
rejoice, with heart and soul 
& voice; Celebrate with joy 
divine, branches of the One 
True Vine! Jesus is the   
Only Way, Miracle of 
Christmas Day. Christ is 
born in you. Christ is born 
in you!” 

 Recently, I read an article 
about the Magnifcat, which 
was written by Mark 
Hillmer in 1994. Professor 
Hillmer reminds us that 
Christmas Caroling is a 
mainstay in the life of our 

“Pra i s i ng ,  Proc la im ing  and  Prac t i c i ng  Emmanuel —God  w i th  us —in  da i ly  l i f e !”  

“In the Christmas story, 

God descends to 

reascend. He comes 

down...down to the very 

roots & sea bed of the 

Nature He has created. 

But He goes down to 

come up again & bring 

the whole ruined world 

up with Him.”  

—C.S. Lewis, Miracles  
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Food For Thought: 
 

“No other God have I but 

Thee; born in a manger, 

died on a tree.”  

—Martin Luther  

“The only way back to the 

tree of life is to trust in the 

one who hung upon the 

tree of death.”   

—Trevor Laurence  
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exercise their stewardship. This month, consider the 

option of an electronic transfer of funds. Emmanuel 

has 9 giving units that choose to have an offering 

directly sent from their bank account into the     

Emmanuel Bank Account. When asked why one 

would choose this means of giving, the following 

reply was offered: “We want to be regular and    

intentional in our giving. This way, our monthly 

tithe is given even if we aren’t in worship every 

week or even if we are away traveling.”  

 

Children’s Nativity 

Thanks is offered to the youth and families who 
participated in this year’s traditional offering of 
the Nativity of our Lord! We hope you enjoyed 
the Children’s story, “The Littlest Watchman!” 

Holiday Cookies: Hospitality Houses  
Plates of store-bought holiday cookies were 

shared with Rochester Hospitality Houses during 

the Season of Advent! Thanks is offered to those 

who distributed the cookies: Pearce’s, Bothun’s 

Holtan’s and Kim Starr. Judy Pearce coordinated 

this ministry. Thanks for sharing the Miracle of 

Christmas with others. A Thrivent Action Team 

grant was received in support of this activity.  

Stewardship Nugget! 
 

Generous Giving and Living is one of the marks of 

Discipleship in the life of a redeemed child of God. 

There are many ways that members and friends of  

Emmanuel choose to support the holy work of 

God. Each month, during our “Anniversary Year,” 

we will highlight a way in which givers choose to 

WORSHIP FOR JANUARY 2022 — 6pm 

Emmanuel will continue to offer in-person worship weekly on Saturday nights at 6pm as well as online 

worship opportunities via the Emmanuel Facebook Page and the Emmanuel Church Website. Thanks for 

worshiping with us in person and virtually online. We will offer the Lord’s Supper on January 1 (New 

Year’s Day) during worship in prefilled cups. 2022 will be a YEAR of Celebration for Emmanuel! 

Saturday, January 1 – 6pm: New Year’s Day — Pianist: Mary Ann Groven (Twelve Days of Christmas 

Liturgy—Bell Ringing Worship)—Bring a Bell and ring in the New Year! Holy Communion. 

Wednesday, January 5 – 6pm: Eve of Epiphany — Burning of the Greens (bring a branch from your 

Christmas Tree and throw it on the burning pile. Location: Church Land! Weather Permitting! 

Saturday, January 8 – 6pm: Baptism of Our Lord — Pianist: Jane Cabaya (Epiphany Liturgy each 

week). Sermon Series will be offered during Epiphany on I Corinthians. Gift of Music: Kim Starr. 

Sat, Jan. 15 – 6pm: Epiphany 2 — Pianist: Mary Ann Groven (Sanctity of Life) Holy Communion. 

Sat, Jan. 22 – 6pm: Epiphany 3 — Pianist: Jane Cabaya (Epiphany Liturgy; Discipleship Renewal). 

Saturday, January 29 – 6pm: Epiphany 4 — Pianist: Mary Ann Groven (Epiphany Liturgy); Annual 

Meeting follows worship at 7pm, with a slide presentation of our Church Land development! 

Thanks to Don & Peg Holtan, Kim Star r , Julie Steffenson, and all of our  weekly servants who assist 

with worship; recording, ushering, setup, takedown, greeting, etc. Soli Deo Gloria! Greeters and Monthly 

refreshments are pending for the New Year. Coffee Hour is hosted once a month. Interested in serving? 

The Emmanuel Epistle! 
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windows were few, dirty and cracked. She had lost her husband and both of her children. The young pastor did not 
know what to say. So he asked her, ‘What can I do for you Mrs. Jones?’ ‘Pray with me, pastor,’ she said, and added, in 
a way that the pastor would never forget, AND LET IT ALL BE PRAISE.’” 
 

Christmas Caroling doesn’t end when the decorations are taken down, the tree is removed & the Red Kettles disappear.  
The music of Christmas bleeds its way though the entire church year and is transported from generation to generation 
by the washed and redeemed children of God. The Gospel of Luke is bracketed with praise (Luke 1-2 & 24). The angels 
sang their Hallelujah Chorus to a congregation of Shepherds. What child is this? “Why lies He in such mean estate, 
Where ox and ass are feeding? Good Christian, fear; for sinners here, The silent Word is pleading. Nails, spear shall 
pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you; Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary!” In 
all seasons of the year, Christmas Caroling is the Order of the Day, not just when circumstances are kind and favorable.  
 

Mark Hillmer writes, “The Magnificat speaks of the irresistibility of praise. ‘My soul magnifies the LORD, and my 
spirit rejoices in God my Savior.’ ‘I cannot help it,’ Mary seems to be saying, ‘I find I must praise God.’ When 
God pays us a visit, when the Holy Spirit comes, we do not have to remind ourselves to pray, we do not have to        
encourage our soul to be thankful. Praise gushes. … When Christ came in the fullness of time, the prayers of countless 
numbers of people were answered. Prayer lays the ground for praise. Praise remembers prayers past. 
 

The LORD exalts the humble & brings the mighty down from their thrones. The hungry are filled with good things and 
the rich are sent away empty. All generations will call me blessed! Ring those bells. Sing those carols!  
 

Caroling the Christ Child, Pastor Dave 
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Implementation Team Update! 
 

The next meeting of the Building Committee will 
be on Sunday, January 9 at 5pm (Oasis Church). 

Larry Vomhof and his volunteers are hoping to get 
the roof on the Shelter during some welcoming 

days in January. Pray for good weather. Mary Jo 
Grimsrud is assembling a “Church Land” picture 

book for our Emmanuel Church 10th. Anniversary. 
If you have pictures from the past two years of 
things that have happened on the church land, 

please send the pictures to Mary Jo Grimsrud. We’ll 
have a “Burning of the Greens” Service on the 

Church Land on Wed, Jan. 5 (weather permitting). 
 

Emmanuel Nominating Committee 

Contact Lee Pearce, Julie Steffenson, Heather 
Mikesh, or Leitha Bothun if you are looking for 
ways to serve Christ and His Church. There are 

many ways to use your gifts for the glory of God. 

On the Ballot in January of 2022: 

 Council Member: 2-year term: 3 positions (Don 
Wanek, Jeff Patzke, & Darald Bothun) 

 Nominating Committee: 4 needed; 1 year term 
(Lee Pearce, Leitha Bothun, & 2 more) 

 Audit Committee Members: 3 needed; one 3-
year term (Jenna Serr), & one 2-year term (Julie 

Edwards) and one 1-year term (??). 

 Lay Voting Members & Alternates for NALC & 
Mission District Convocations.  

 
 
 

Bell Ringing Worship - January 1! 
 

The 12 Days of Christmas will be celebrated on 
Saturday night, January 1 at 6pm. Did you know 

that Christmas is a Church Season & not just a one 
day holiday? Did you know that the Keeping of the 
Twelve Days is a Tradition that began in 567 AD, 

the  purpose of which 
was to allow God’s 
people more time to 

reflect upon the gift of 
the  Incarnation and to    
celebrate God’s real 

presence among us as 
Emmanuel? What a 

great way to welcome the gift of a New Year by 
celebrating the Miracle of Christmas in Word and 
Song. We’ll sing lots of beloved Christmas music 
and share the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the 

Sacrament of Holy Communion. Bring a bell!  

“Shelter under Construction!” 
Send pictures to #507-421-1889 



Back Page Stories  2022 Discipleship Covenants 

Membership at Emmanuel is an annual 

renewal. Presently, we have 40 signed 

covenants for 2022. Thanks for   

walking the walk with Jesus, & making  

Emmanuel your church home.        

Covenant Deadline: January 5, 2022. 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Got Thrivent Products? Don’t forget to 

designate your Choice Dollars. Call   
#1-800-847-4836 or go online at 

www.thrivent.org. We’ve received 
$1,572 in Thrivent Choice Dollars.  

 
 

Acts 4:31—The Church Prayed!  

“And when they had prayed, the place 

in which they were gathered together 

was shaken, & they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit & continued to speak 

the Word of God with boldness.” 

Year-End Gifts & Offerings  

Members wishing to give a year-end  

contribution to the 2021 Emmanuel 

Budget, or an Emmanuel Designated 

Gift, will need to do so no later than 

Monday, Dec. 27. All gifts must be 

received by Emmanuel NO LATER 

THAN DECEMBER 27! Thanks for 

your attention to this matter! — Judy 

Caudill, Emmanuel Treasurer. 

This and That! 

* Church Land Pictures are being 

assembled by Mary Jo Grimsrud 

(Call #507-421-1889) 

* Thanks from Pastor Dave & Julie 

for the Christmas bouquet & prayers! 

* Monthly educational packets on 

“Miracles in the Bible” are available 

for children. Thanks Julie! 

Church Council Highlights: Dec. 

3. Budget Income for the month of 

Nov. was $7,589; expenses were 

$9,081. Rent has been paid through 

the end of the year & all benevolences 

have been submitted. Work on the 

church land is moving forward. An 

invoice of $76,430 has already been 

paid. Church finances will be audited 

on Jan. 8. An Emmanuel Huddle will 

take place on December 4. Children’s 

Nativity will take place on Dec. 18. 

Emmanuel’s church land address is: 

1965 Emmanuel Dr. NW, Rochester, 

55901. We’ll be able to add a fifth 

person to our church council in 2022. 

We will have 10 Goals for our 10 

Year Church Anniversary in 2022! 

Next council meeting is January 6. 

We’re on the Web: 

www.emmanuelofrochester.org  

Contact Information: 

253-302-9845 (Mobile) 
507-206-3048 (Home) 

pastordavesteffenson@gmail.com  

3819 - 18th Ave. NW,  

Rochester, MN  55901 

Attn. Pastor Dave Steffenson 

Emmanue l  Lu the ran  o f  
Roches te r ,  M inneso ta  

SAVE THE DATES! 

Saturday, January 29—Emmanuel 

Annual Meeting at 7pm! 

Emmanuel Turns 10: Feb 25th, 2022. 

Let’s Celebrate! 

Ladies Bible Study: The women of Emmanuel Lutheran 

are currently enjoying a Bible study based on the book: 

Twelve Extraordinary Women by John MacArthur. Each 

chapter of the book looks at a different woman & their life, 

struggles and faith. A study guide at the end of the book is 

guiding the conversations. This study meets twice a month at 

the home of Judy Pearce with Leitha Bothun as the study 

leader. Next Sessions: Wednesdays, Jan. 12 & 26 at 1pm.  
 

Men’s Bible Study: The men of Emmanuel Lutheran meet 
on Tuesday mornings at 8:30am via email & study the Bible 
Readings for the upcoming weekend. Let Pastor Dave know 
if you would like the study notes emailed to you. In-person 

studies will be offered on the following Wednesdays: January 
5, 12, & 19 at 11am. Location: Oasis Church. Br ing a 

Bible, a friend, & a heart eager to hear God’s Word. 
 

Looking Ahead! 

 Audit Committee Meeting: Saturday, Jan. 8 @ 7pm. 

 Sanctity of Life Celebration - January 15. 

 February 13-25, 2022: SEMAC Winter Work Trip to 
Gibson City, Illinois.  

 Ash Wednesday & the Season of Lent - March 2. This 
year our midweek worship will celebrate “The Miracles 
of Jesus.” Palm Fronds will be collected on the Feast of 

Transfiguration (February 26) and used for imposition on 
Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022.  
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