
beloved hymn, “Precious 
Lord, take my hand, Lead 
me on, let me stand; I am 
tired, I'm weak, I am worn. 
Through the storm, through 
the night, Lead me on to 
the light. Take my hand, 
precious Lord, Lead me 
home.” 
 

I googled on my computer 
the words, “Jesus, the Rock 
of our Salvation,” and I got 
100 Bible verses. Psalm 
18:46 proclaims, “The 
LORD lives, and blessed 
be my rock, and exalted be 
the God of my salvation.” 
2 Samuel 22:2 & 32     
proclaims, “He said, 
‘The LORD is my rock & 
my fortress and my        
deliverer,’”… “For who is 
God, but the LORD? And 
who is a rock, except our 
God?” 
 

In 1 Corinthians 10:4, St. 
Paul, commenting on the 
Exodus, writes, “And all 
drank the same spiritual 
drink. For they drank from 
the spiritual Rock that   
followed them, and the 
Rock was Christ.” In Mt. 
16:18, Jesus declares, “And 
I tell you, you are Peter 
(Rocky),  on this Rock I 
will build my church, and 
 

Continued on page 3... 

Pastor’s Keyboard: “Discipleship: Rock Solid”  

The Emmanuel Epistle! 

Recently, my oncologist 
sent me an email asking, 
“How are you doing       
David?” I replied “Some 
days are harder than others, 
but Julie and I are in a good 
place. Our faith in Christ is 
Rock Solid.” As we walk 
through the Season of 
Epiphany and prepare for 
the journey of Lent, we 
need to ask ourselves an 
important question. “Am I 
looking for something solid 
and enduring, or am I     
content with that which is 
shaky and unstable?”  
 

One of my favorite hymns 
of the faith includes these 
words: “No storm can shake 
my inmost calm, While to 
that rock I´m clinging. Since 
Christ is lord of heaven and 
earth, How can I keep from 
singing?” Some people 
have substituted the word 
“love” for the name of 
Christ in this hymn. If one 
understands love to be 
AGAPE (charity rooted in 
the grace of God), then such 
a substitution is one and the 
same. Jesus Christ is our 
Rock of Salvation. He is 
God’s gift of Agape Love 
for you and for me. But if 
the substitution refers to 
something other than the 
agape love of Jesus, then we 
are exchanging eternal     
security for the sandy soil of 
eternal insecurity.  
 

Recently, I read a story 
about a man having a con-
versation with the LORD. In 

the conversation, the man 
asked the LORD if he could 
take the LORD’s hand as 
he walked through the trials 
and tribulations of life. The 
LORD replied, “Let me 
take your hand.” The man 
said, “What’s the difference 
between me taking your 
hand, and you taking my 
hand?” The LORD replied, 
“If you take my hand, and 
the way becomes too hard 
or difficult for you, you 
may decide to let go of my 
hand. I on the other hand 
will NEVER let go of your 
hand no matter how trying 
the way may become!”  
 

Yes, there is a difference 
isn’t there. In the grip of 
grace, we know that God’s 
grasp is rock solid, while 
ours may be prone to      
release and slippage.    
Consider the words of the 

“Pra i s i ng ,  Proc la im ing  and  Prac t i c i ng  Emmanuel —God w i th  us —in  da i ly  l i f e !”  

“When your confidence 

comes from God, no 

matter how unstable 

things in the world may 

get, you will always 

remain ROCK SOLID 

and SECURE.” 

-Pastor Matthew Hagee 
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Food For Thought: 
 

“From the Word of God I 

gather that damnation is 

all of man, from top to  

bottom, and salvation is all 

of grace, from first to last. 

He that perishes chooses to 

perish; but he that is saved 

is saved because God has 

chosen to save him.”  

—Charles Spurgeon 



Page 2 

first ten years along with a collection of pictures. It 

will be a keepsake for generations to come. 5 years 

ago, Emmanuel compiled an historical narrative to 

celebrate our 5th Anniversary. Now its time to    

update our story. If you have precious nuggets from 

our first ten years of life together, please email 

them to Pastor Dave. Pictures are welcomed also!  
 

SEMAC Mission Trip 

Larry Vomhof 
and his team of 
South Eastern 
Minnesota Area 
Christians will 
be serving others 
in the name of 

Jesus from February 13-25, 2022 in Gibson City, 
IL. Gibson City had 9 inches of rain in 6 hours a 
couple of months ago & over 200 homes were 
flooded. While this mission trip won’t be as warm 
as last year (Florida), most of the servant work will 
be done inside; putting in floors, sheet rocking,  
wiring & insulating. This mission trip will be in 
partnership with Mary Bates & the NALC Disaster 
Response. Contact Larry Vomhof for more      
information on how you can support this Mission 
Trip.  

Stewardship Nugget! 
 

Generous Giving and Living is one of the marks of 

Discipleship in the life of a redeemed child of God. 

There are many ways that members and friends of  

Emmanuel choose to support the holy work of 

God. Each month, during our “Anniversary Year,” 

we will highlight a way in which givers choose to 

exercise their stewardship. This month, consider 

the option of an IRA Donation. If you are receiving 

annual distributions from a Traditional IRA and 

you are over the age of 70 1/2 years old, you can 

donate directly to a church or non-profit charity 

without having to pay taxes on the funds you    

contribute. One member of Emmanuel writes, 

“We’re able to donate more to our church since 

there is no tax liability to us or our church.” 
 

Pastor Dave - Continuing Education! 
 

During the week of Feb. 20-27, Pastor Steffenson 

will be preparing for the Season of Lent and also 

writing an historical narrative on the life of       

Emmanuel Lutheran Church. Emmanuel turns 10 

on February 25. One of our goals for 2022 is the 

production of an Emmanuel Church Membership 

Directory, which will include a summary of our 

WORSHIP FOR FEBRUARY 2022 — 6pm 

Emmanuel will continue to offer in-person worship weekly on Saturday nights at 6pm as well as online 

worship opportunities via the Emmanuel Facebook Page and the Emmanuel Church Website. Thanks for 

worshiping with us in person and virtually online. We will offer the Lord’s Supper on February 5 & 26; 

and Ash Wednesday (March 2) during worship in prefilled cups. 

Saturday, Feb. 5 – 6pm: Eve of Epiphany 5 — Pianist: Mary Ann Groven (Epiphany Liturgy); Holy 

Communion. Greeters are Lee & Judy Pearce.  

Saturday, Feb. 12 – 6pm: Eve of Epiphany 6— Pianist: Jane Cabaya (Epiphany Liturgy). 

Saturday, Feb. 19 – 6pm: Eve of Epiphany 7— Pianist: Mary Ann Groven; Coffee Hour: The Pearce’s.  

Saturday, Feb. 26 – 6pm: Eve of Transfiguration— Pianist: Jane Cabaya (Epiphany Liturgy—Bring 

your Palm Fronds to worship). Holy Communion. Installation of Church Council. 

Wednesday, March 2– 6pm: Ash Wednesday — Pianist: Mary Ann Groven (Imposition of Ashes and 

Holy Communion).  

Thanks to Don & Peg Holtan, Julie Steffenson, and all of our  weekly servants who assist with      

worship; recording, ushering, setup, takedown, greeting, etc. Soli Deo Gloria! Greeters are pending.     

Coffee Hour is hosted once a month. Interested in serving? 

The Emmanuel Epistle! 
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the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” “This Rock” is not Peter or the Papacy in Rome. “This Rock” is Jesus 
Christ, the rejected stone which has become the cornerstone of our saving faith.   
 

Recently, someone asked me, “Pastor, if you could erase the past two years and wake up without pancreatic cancer, 
would you do it?” I thought and prayed and then replied, “No! I’m not a martyr or a masochist. I don’t like suffering. 
Cancer and COVID have been hell. But I wouldn’t erase the past 2 years. I believe that in everything God works for 
good. I’ve seen the good. I have a walk with Jesus today, that humbles me and makes me weep. Never have I felt so 
close to Him. Never have I known His presence and heard His voice more clearly than I do today. My faith is Rock  
Solid, not because of anything I have done or earned, but solely as a holy gift from God. “He walks with me and He 
talks with me and He tells me I am His own. And the joy we share as we tarry there, none other has ever known.”  
 

Let me close with these words from Charles Spurgeon: “Let this be to you the mark of true gospel preaching—where 
Christ is everything, and the creature is nothing; where it is salvation all of grace, through the work of the Holy Spirit 
applying to the soul the precious blood of Jesus.” In the grip of God’s amazing grace, our saving faith is Rock Solid! 
 

I, I Am...Rock Solid, Pastor Dave 
 
P.S. Thanks for attending the Annual Meeting on January 29. We’ve got much to be thankful for. The blessings to    
Emmanuel Lutheran, from Emmanuel our Christ, in 2021 were many! 2022 will be a year of celebration and rejoicing 
for us as we celebrate our 10th Birthday. We’ve got amazing goals to pursue in 2022 (see page 4). I welcome your   
passion & partnership in the Gospel as we prayerfully pursue the holy work and sacred plans of the LORD. Thanks is 
offered to Jeff Patzke (Pres.), Don Wanek (V.P.), Judy Caudill (Treas.), & Darald Bothun (Sec.) who have been elected 
to serve as officers of the Emmanuel Church Council. Deb Vomhof will serve as our Financial Secretary & on Council.  
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Forty Days of Lent!  
 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2. Bring 
your palm fronds from last year to worship on 

Saturday, Feb. 26 (Feast of Transfiguration). Lent 
is a time for self-examination, repentance, fasting 

and spiritual cleansing. Sundays, because they 
commemorate the resurrection, are not counted in 
the 40 days. Alleluias are buried during Lent and 

resurrected on Easter. In the early church Lent 
was a special time when new converts were      

instructed in the faith & prepared for baptism on 
Easter. Lent becomes for us a time of catechesis, 
self-denial, spending more time with Jesus and 

less time with the things of this world. Consider a 
charity you & your loved ones may want to     

support during Lent. Make some home-made 
pretzels as a reminder to pray without ceasing 

(designed in the form of arms crossed in prayer). 
Read the Book of Jonah. Reflect on the “sign” of 
Jonah (Mt. 12:39-41). Listen to a cd of Handel’s 

Messiah. Blessed Lent to you & yours.  
Our Lenten Theme this year is “The Miracle of 
Easter!” Join us for worship on Ash Wednesday 
(March 2) at 6pm for the imposition of ashes &  

Holy Communion. Midweek Lenten Services will 
be offered each Tuesday during Lent from 6:00-
6:45pm, featuring Holden Evening Prayer and a 

miracle story from the Bible.  

Implementation Team Update! 
 

The next meeting of the Building Committee will 
be on Sunday, February 6 at 5pm (Oasis Church). 
Larry Vomhof and his volunteers are hoping to get 

the roof on the Shelter during some welcoming 
days in February. Pray for good weather. Mary Jo 
Grimsrud is assembling a “Church Land” picture 

book for our Emmanuel Church 10th. Anniversary. 
If you have pictures from the past 2-3 years of 
things that have happened on the church land, 
please send the pictures to Mary Jo Grimsrud. 

 
 

Men’s Bible Study 

The men of Emmanuel Lutheran meet on Tuesday 
mornings at 8:30am via email & study the Bible 
Readings for the upcoming weekend. Let Pastor 

Dave know if you would like the study notes 
emailed to you. In-person studies will be offered 

on the following Wednesdays: February 2, 9, & 16 
at 11am. Location: Oasis Church. Br ing a Bible, 

a friend, & a heart eager to hear God’s Word. 
 

Women’s Bible Study 

The women of Emmanuel Lutheran are currently 

enjoying a Bible study based on the book: Twelve 

Extraordinary Women (John MacArthur). Women 

meet twice a month at the home of Judy Pearce 

with Leitha Bothun as the study leader. Next    

Sessions: Wednesdays, Feb. 9 & 23 at 1pm.  



Back Page Stories   Payment of Invoice #2 ($14,345)

from AB Systems has been submit-

ted. Total costs on our church land 

project thus far have been $90,775. 

Necessary funds are on hand; no 

borrowing is required.  

 The Annual Meeting approved a 

continuing resolution on PTO for 

clergy. This item will be added to 

our Emmanuel Bylaws in the near 

future.  

 Our approved Mission Plan Budget 

for 2022 is $124,725. Also, Jeff 

Patzke will be our voting delegate 

for our church Convocations.  

 Emmanuel Lutheran presently has 

67 Covenant Members (58 adult 

voting members and 9 youth). We 

began 2021 with 60 Covenant 

Members. 

music have been paid for 2022. The 

Budget and Goals for 2022, Clergy 

PTO, & Covenant Memberships 

were approved for the Annual Mtg. 

The next council meeting will be 

held following the Jan. 29 Annual 

Mtg. The new Council will meet on 

Thursday night, February 3 at 

6:30pm at the Oasis Church. 

This and That!  

 At the Annual Meeting: Thanks 

was expressed to outgoing    

council members, Don Holtan 

and Barb Steffenson for their 

faithful servant work. Thank you 

Gift cards were presented. 

  The Installation of our 2022 

Church Council will take place 

in  worship on Saturday, Feb. 26.   

Church Council Highlights:  

January 6. Budget income in      

December was: $14,951.38. Expenses 

were: $8,800.01. We ended the year 

with a budget surplus of $4,340. That 

means that we have enjoyed six years 

in a row of budget surpluses, totaling 

$43,006.17. Emmanuel is blessed 

with generous members and non-

member benefactors. Year-end giving 

statements and a stewardship nugget 

have been distributed. Worship     

pianists are scheduled for the months 

of January and February. Judy & Lee 

Pearce will host the Coffee Hour in 

February. Due to his health, Pastor 

Dave will no longer be hosting a 

monthly worship service at Madonna 

Towers. Copyright fees for worship 

We’re on the Web: 

www.emmanuelofrochester.org  

Contact Information: 

253-302-9845 (Mobile) 
507-206-3048 (Home) 

pastordavesteffenson@gmail.com  

3819 - 18th Ave. NW,  

Rochester, MN  55901 

Attn. Pastor Dave Steffenson 

Emmanue l  Lu the ran  o f  
Roches te r ,  M inneso ta  

SAVE THE DATES! 

Emmanuel Turns 10: Feb 25th, 2022. 

Let’s Celebrate! 
 

Easter Worship on our Church 

Land—Sunday, April 17 

Goals and Mile Markers for 2022: 

1. Ten Thrivent Action Team Grants. One for each year of our 

life together as Emmanuel Lutheran. Ten Featured Events. 

2. 10% tithe for mission in 2022 on our Church Budget. 

3. Adding a minimum of ten new members or ten new 

households in 2022. 

4. Construction of an “Acts 4:31” Prayer Garden with paver 

stones & possible Columbarium.  

5. Ten Devotions on the Book of Ephesians. 

6. Ten Worship Services and/or “S’more Singing” on our 

Church Land. First Worship Service in the church land shelter 

on Easter Sunday, April 17 (weather  permitting). 

7. Building for the Future Fundraising: February 25, 2022 – 

Gifts of Ten (Ten - $1; Ten - $10; Ten - $100; 10 - $1,000; and 

10 - $10,000) = $111,110.00.  

8. Expansion of our Playground area on the Church Land. 

9. Create a Church Membership Directory with a 10-year 

historical narrative & picture book. 

10. Anniversary Celebration Event (details pending) 
 

Acts 4:31—The Church Prayed!  

“And when they had prayed, the place in which they were 

gathered together was shaken, & they were all filled with the 

Holy Spirit & continued to speak the Word of God with 

boldness.” 

Church Land Pictures are being assembled by Mary Jo 

Grimsrud (Call #507-421-1889) 
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