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The Emmanuel Epistle!

“Praising, Praclaiming and Practicing Emmanuel—Gad with us—in daily life!”

Pastor’s Keyboard: “Discipleship: For Those Tears!”

Recognize these words?
“And Jesus said ‘come to
the water, Stand by my side.
I know you are thirsty, You
wont be denied. I felt every
teardrop, When in darkness
you cried. And I strove to
remind you, that For those
tears I died.”

For those tears I died! We
weep with those who weep
and we laugh with those
who laugh. For everything
there is a season. Jesus
Wept. What brings tears to
your eyes? Happy Tears or
sad tears? In the Gospel of
John, Jesus weeps at the
tomb of his beloved friend
Lazarus. At first glance, one
wonders, “Why the tears?”

Jesus is the one who
intentionally delayed when
the S.0.S. was sounded.
Jesus is the one who said,
“This illness does not lead
to death. It is for the glory
of God, so that the Son of
God may be glorified
through it.” Jesus is the one
who said, “Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep,
but I go to awaken him.”

Jesus is the one who said to
Martha and Mary, “I, [ Am
the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he
live, and everyone who lives
and believes in me shall
never die! Do you believe
this?” Why the tears?
Unbelief takes center stage.
Jesus is the Great I, I Am.
He is the God of the
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Burning Bush. Faith comes
from the hearing of God’s
WORD and God’s WORD
comes through the preach-
ing of Christ crucified and
risen for the forgiveness of
sins.

Why the tears? When Jesus
saw Mary and Martha
weeping, and the Jews who
had come with her also
weeping, he was deeply
moved in his spirit and
greatly troubled. And he
said, “Where have you laid
him?” They said to him,
“Lord, come and see.”
Jesus wept. So the Jews
said, “See how he loved
him!”

“Those who sow in tears
shall reap with shouts of
joy! He who goes out
weeping, bearing the
seed for sowing, shall
come home with shouts
of joy, bringing his
sheaves with him.”
—Psalm 126:5-6

Some people say that the
tears are an expression of
the human side of Jesus; his
deep love for Lazarus.
Death Stinketh. But I’'m

convinced that the tears are
also an expression of our
Lord’s lamenting over the
unbelief of those gathered
at the cemetery.

I’ve been to Israel. I’ve
visited the traditional tomb
site of Lazarus in the town
of Bethany. After Jesus
raises Lazarus up from the
tomb, Mary and Martha
host a Great Thanksgiving
in celebration of their
brother’s return to life
(bios). The resuscitation of
Lazarus is not good news
to everyone. While the sign
brings faith to many, it also
brings hostility from oth-
ers. The religious leaders
decide that Jesus must be
crucified and that Lazarus
must be put back into the
tomb. Caiaphas, who was
high priest that year, even
prophesies: “You know
nothing at all. Nor do you
understand that it is better
for you that one man
should die for the people,
not that the whole nation
should perish.”

Ironically, it is God’s
GREAT AGAPE LOVE
(John 3:16) which makes it
necessary that Jesus MUST
DIE, lest we perish!

Continued on page 3
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Food Fer Thought:
“Jesus, I give You my
heart and my soul, I know
that without God 1'd never
be whole; Savior, You
opened all the right doors,
And I thank You, and
praise You from earth's
humble shores; Jesus I'm
Yours.”

— For Those Tears
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Page 2
Stewardship Nugget!

Generous Living is one of the marks of Discipleship
in the life of a redeemed child of God. Time is a gift
from God, on loan to each of us. Our times are in
God’s hands. What shall we do with the seasons God
gives us? One of our members offers this nugget:

No Time? Time is one of God’s gifts to mankind. A
number of years ago my church asked me to lead a
summer Bible study/prayer time for the senior high
and college-age students prior to their volleyball
game & snack time each week. I groaned. ‘“WHY
me?’ [ was busy. I worked fulltime, had 3 children
of my own, their ages ranging from grade school to
junior high, and far too little spare time, very few
precious minutes left over in my daily schedule.

My answer to the guilt-inducing, pointed question?
A genuine, ‘I need to pray about it.” I did. Hard.
Often. God answered clearly by providing a neat
little hideaway at work where I could prepare the
weekly study during my lunch break. I had the
answer. [ had to say, ‘Yes.” Most of the young

The Emmanuel Epistle!

people were members of my church, but one was not.
Francis was dating a girl from our church and asked
to participate in the Bible study. Yes, of course! Most
of our kids ‘checked the block’ of attending Bible
study to get to the real fun, volleyball & snack time.
Not so with Francis. He could not get enough. He was
hungry. The last study session of the summer came
and Francis asked if he could pray. Francis prayed a
beautiful prayer of thankfulness to Jesus for His
forgiveness and His love. I never saw Francis again.

Mid-to-late October that year came a news bulletin.
A freak snow & ice storm, a horrendous two car head-
on collision, three young people killed, one was left
critically injured, barely clinging to life. Francis. He
was a passenger in one of the cars. His parents had to
make the gut wrenching, mind numbing decision to
turn off all life support systems for their brain-dead
19-year-old son. After the funeral service, I had the
privilege to tell his parents about his prayer just a few
short weeks before. They shed tears. They shed tears
of sorrow at the loss of their child. Do you have the
time?

WORSHIP FOR APRIL 2022 — 6pm

Emmanuel will continue to offer in-person worship weekly on Saturday nights at 6pm as well as online
worship opportunities via the Emmanuel Facebook Page and the Emmanuel Church Website. Thanks for

worshiping with us in person and virtually online. We will offer the Lord’s Supper on Maundy Thurs-
day (April 14), Easter Sunday, April 17, and Saturday, April 30 during worship in prefilled cups.

Tuesday, March 29—6pm: Midweek Lenten Worship with Holden Evening Prayer: Mary Ann Groven

Saturday, April 2 — 6pm: Eve of Lent V— Pianist: Mary Ann Groven

Tuesday, April 5—6pm: Midweek Lenten Worship with Holden Evening Prayer: Jane Cabaya

Saturday, April 9—6pm: Eve of Palm Sunday (Passion Sunday) - Jane Cabaya

Maundy Thursday, April 14 (6pm) - Communion and Foot Washing - Mary Ann Groven

Good Friday, April 15 (12:00 Noon) - Jane Cabaya

Holy Saturday (Easter Eve at 6pm) - Jane Cabaya

Easter Sunday on the Church Land - April 17 at 10am - Mary Ann Groven (Holy Communion)

Easter 2 - Saturday, April 23 - Mary Ann Groven; Treats hosted by Julie Edwards’ family

Easter 3 - Saturday, April 30 - Jane Csabaya (Holy Communion)

Easter 4 - Saturday, May 7 - Mary Ann Groven

Thanks to Don & Peg Holtan, Julie Steffenson, and all of our weekly servants who assist with
worship; recording, ushering, setup, takedown, greeting, etc. Soli Deo Gloria! Coffee Hour is hosted once
a month. Interested in serving? Greeters for the months of April and May are pending.
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Continued from page 1...

“For those tears I died.” The Passover is at hand; only six days away. In John 12, Martha spreads a feast and Mary
anoints Jesus for burial. Fast forward to John 20. The cry has been shouted from the Cross: “It is COMPLETELY
FINISHED! God’s Mission is totally, absolutely, 100% Accomplished! Thanks be to GOD!

It’s the first day of the week; a work day. In the words of C.S. Lewis, “Aslan is on the move!” Mary Magdalene is
standing outside the Garden Tomb. A new creation is budding and blooming. So why the tears? While sobbing, Mary is
met by two angels (messengers) who ask, “Woman, why are you weeping?” Mary says to them, “They have taken
away my LORD, and I do not know where they have laid him.” Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus
standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you
seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you
have laid him, and [ will take him away.” Supposing Him to be the Gardener! Jesus is the Gardener of God’s New
Creation; the old has passed away. All things are new! Christ our LORD is the first fruits of a New Creation!

Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned & said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (i.e. Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not
cling to me, for [ have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers & say to them, ‘I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have
seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.

“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life (zoe) in
his name”—John 20:30-31.

So why the tears? Happy Tears! Happy Lent! Happy Easter! Because Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed for you! “Your
goodness so great I can’t understand, And dear lord I know that this was all planned. I know you’re here now, & always
will be. Your love loosed my chains & in you I’'m free, But Jesus why me?” “And Jesus said ‘come to the water, Stand
by my side. | know you are thirsty, You wont be denied. I felt every teardrop, When in darkness you cried, And I strove
to remind you, that For those tears I died.”” Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning! AMEN!

Liquid Prayers Coming Your Way, Pastor Dave

Women’s Bible Study

The women of Emmanuel Lutheran are currently
enjoying a Bible study based on the book: Twelve
Extraordinary Women (John MacArthur). Women

meet twice a month at the home of Judy Pearce
with Leitha Bothun as the study leader. Sessions:
Wednesdays. April 6 & 20; May 4 & 18 at 1pm.

Men’s Bible Study

Study notes are emailed to the men each week. In-
Person studies take place each week on Wednes-
days at 11am at Oasis Church. Please join us!

MEGA Kids Camp - July 25-28

Early bird registration (March 21-June 15).
www.rochestermegacamp.org

Sympathies are extended to Pastor Tim & Leslie
Duesenberg in the recent passing of his mother
Maxigene into the eternal hands of Jesus. Christ

reminds us that He IS the Resurrection and the Life.

Whoever believes in Him shall never die!

Funeral Pall '
Testimonial 1

A memorial gift ofa
funeral pall for the burial of ashes was received in
loving memory of Barb Steffenson at the Emman-
uel Council Meeting. A matching pall for use with
casket burial has also been purchased. A member
of Emmanuel captures the use of palls in worship
with this faith-based testimony: “When the time of
my passing comes and the LORD calls and carries
me home to heaven, I want to be covered with a
pall in worship and with the draped flag at the
Veteran’s Cemetery. The pall in worship reminds
us that we are covered only and always with the
righteousness of Jesus. There is salvation in no
other name than the name of Jesus. The flag at the
cemetery reminds us that service to one’s country,
in the name of Jesus, is an honorable sacrifice.”




Emmanvuel Lutheran of
Rochester, Minnesota

3819 - 18th Ave. NW,
Rochester, MN 55901
Attn. Pastor Dave Steffenson

Contact Information:

253-302-9845 (Mobile)
507-206-3048 (Home)
pastordavesteffenson(@gmail.com

We’'re on the Web:
www.emmanuelofrochester.org

SAVE THE DATES!

Easter Worship on our Church
Land—Sunday, April 17 (10am)

Holy Week! Maundy Thursday at
6pm and Good Friday at 12:00 Noon

Holy Saturday Worship at 6pm
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Looking Ahead:

o Coffee Fellowship - Saturday, March 26 at 7pm in the
Oasis Fellowship Hall; Girl Scout Treats hosted by the
Serr Family in loving memory of Barb Steffenson

o Implementation Team Meeting - Sunday, April 3 at

Spm

o Church Council Meeting - Thursday, April 7 at 2:30pm

o Saturday, April 9 (6pm): Eve of Passion Sunday - Palm
Sunday (Distribution of Palm Fronds)

e April 14 (6pm): Maundy Thursday with Foot Washing

and Holy Communion
e April 15 (12:00 Noon): Good Friday Passion Reading

e April 16 (6pm): Eve of Easter (Holy Saturday).
Celebrating the Resurrection of our Lord. Easter Gift
Bags will be distributed along with Emmanuel Pens!

o April 17 (10am): Easter Sunday Worship on the Church
Land with Holy Communion

o The April 18 (8am-5pm): Easter Monday Reading of
the entire New Testament (Matthew - Revelation) on

one person.

the church land with virtual opportunities as well. All
27 Books of the New Testament will be read by at least

50 Days of Easter: Distribution of Emmanuel CD’s,
DVD’s and Witness Pens.
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Back Page Stories

Church Council Highlights:
March 7—Budget income in Feb.
was $9066.68. Expenses for the
month were: $15,762.52. Emmanuel
Congregation report was submitted to
the NALC. Pastor completed a draft
of our 10 year church history. Creig
Anderson’s membership covenant
was approved. Easter Sunday worship
on the church land will be at 10am.
Deb Vombhof is securing volunteers
for our Easter Monday Bible Reading.
A matching funeral pall for casket
burials is being purchased. Next
Council Meeting is April 7 at 2:30pm.

This and That!

e Thanks is offered to all who
offered compassion and care to

the family of Barb Steffenson
during their time of loss & grief.
A funeral was held in the
Timothy Chapel at Autumn
Ridge Church on Feb. 25.

e $3,200.00+ in Memorial gifts,
designated in support of the
Emmanuel Building Fund, and in
loving memory of Barbara
Steffenson have been received.

Ten Year Anniversary Update!

We received 2 Thrivent Action Team
Grants in support of the SEMAC
Mission Trip in Gibson City, Illinois.
Pastor received a grant in support of
reproducing CD’s and DVD’s of a
sermon series on the Tenth Book of
the New Testament, i.e. Ephesians.
Darald Bothun is spearheading a
Devotional Book on Ephesians. Julie

Steffenson received a Thrivent Action
Team grant in support of “losing your
life for Jesus’ sake (sharing the good
news of Easter with distribution of
Emmanuel pens). Julie Engle applied
for a grant for Easter Celebration Bags.
Deb Vombhof is recruiting servants for
our 7th annual reading through the
entire New Testament on Easter
Monday (April 18). Some of you may
recall that in 2014, during the 50 Days
of Easter, Emmanuel read through the
entire N.T. Praise God from whom all
blessings flow.

Acts 4:31—The Church Prayed!

“And when they had prayed, the place
in which they were gathered together
was shaken, & they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit & continued to speak
the Word of God with boldness.”
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Emmanuel currently has about $61,500.00 in our Building Fund. In April
2021, Emmanuel approved $90,000.00 for Phase
One of our church land project. Additional
dollars has allowed us to build a larger Shelter/

- Storage area with one-half of the Shelter enclosed
. and useable for meetings, and indoor ministry
happenings. The total available for Phase One:
$116.470.00. Total spent thus far on Phase One:
about $95,000.00. Next up on our To-Do list is
pouring of cement, electrical hookup, storage
area enclosure, & water hookup (a well).
Thanks is offered to generous givers of
) Time, Talents and Treasures!




