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Men’s Bible Study – Wednesday, October 6, 2021 (11am) – Pentecost 20 
 
 

TEXT: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 – Establish Justice in the Gate 
1. Amos is from the Southern Kingdom (Judah) preaching to the Northern Kingdom (Israel). 

Before becoming a prophet, Amos was a sheep herder and a sycamore fig farmer. Court is in 
session; the honorable LORD presiding. The prophet Amos expresses the anger of God toward 
those who failed to look out for the poor. They took bribes, failed to enforce true justice in the 
gate, afflicted the righteous and succumbed to evil deeds. The Lord, through Amos, calls the 
remnant of Joseph back to God’s ways, commanding them to act justly. Judgment comes one 
way or another. We die at our own hands or the hands of others. Yet there is a way out: seek 
the Lord and you will live. Just as the Lord governs the constellations, the diurnal 
(daytime/daily) turnings, and the waters of the seas, he also executes judgment on those who 
are unrighteous and defy His will.  

2. Being a believer in God and in his ways is a call to a countercultural life. Those who lived in 
Israel in the time of the prophet Amos (760–755 BC) were ones who had forgotten that truth. 
Instead, they pursued only worldly ideals — amassing wealth for themselves and indulging in 
the so-called “good things in life.” The prophet Amos spoke them the Word of the Lord. By 
their selfish actions, those who sought to live comfortable lives were oppressing the poor, 
taking bribes, and turning true justice into bitter wickedness. The call of Amos to the people 
was: “Seek the Lord and live!” (Amos 5:6). For by not seeking the Lord and showing true 
repentance, Israel was headed for sure & certain death. What does the “good life” look like in 
your world?  

 

TEXT: Psalm 90:12-17 – God’s Grace Be upon Us … O God Our Help in Ages Past! 
1. A Prayer of Moses. The psalmist asks for the Lord’s presence among the people, granting 

wisdom, and blessing the work of their hands. He cries out for God’s steadfast love. Life is short 
so we should consider how many days we have to live; making the most of the time we have. If 
we knew how long we had yet to live, perhaps we would develop enough wisdom to live well 
and within the will of God. We might even learn to trust God for his mercy and grace. Luther 
said, “Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces, I would still plant my apple 
tree.” May we also be so satisfied with the lives we have been given. The brevity of life! 

2. “Establish the work of our hands,” says the psalmist. Our most important “work” as children of 
God is to serve & glorify the creator with all we do. This is a plea for the Spirit of God to inspire 
our hearts & minds & hands to lift up the name of the Lord in prayer/praise, and in every 
aspect of our human lives. Hymn: “O God Our Help in Ages Past.” (Psalms 90-106 = Book 4). 
 

TEXT: Hebrews 3:12-19 – Keep Confidence in the LORD! Unbelief: Forfeiting the Inheritance of Rest 
1. The author of Hebrews warns his listeners not to fall away from faith in God. Each member of 

the community of believers is called to remind the others of the goodness of the Lord so that 
no one falls into evil ways. It is only through obedience that we, like those who followed 
Moses, will be able to receive the promises of God. Unbelief is the worst disobedience. This is 
why confident trust in the Lord is crucial, even when it seems like we are wandering in the 
wilderness. God is taking us somewhere. You may trust that God is working out his purpose in 
your life. We pray, “Thy will be done”? Believe that GOD is doing his will in your life. 
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2. If sin is anything, it is deceptiveness. The author of Hebrews warns his audience not to fall into 
rebellion and forsake the living God. His prime example of this stubborn rebellion was the 
Israelite’s forty year wilderness journey to the Promised Land. The Israelites knew they were 
on their way to a better life, yet they got impatient and grew weary of the journey. In what 
way is spiritual “hardness of heart” often related to weariness and impatience? How do we 
keep our eyes on Christ when it seems that God is “taking too long?” 

3. A REST for the People of God. Context of our text: Hebrews 3:7-4:13. Exhortation based on O.T. 
examples of the Sabbath and inheritance of the Promised Land. Verses 7-11: Cites Ps. 95 and 
references Numbers 14 (Wilderness Rebellion). Judgment on sin: Losing our rest/inheritance.  

 

TEXT: Mark 10:17-22 – Money Can’t Buy Me Love! For the Love of God. Inheriting Eternal Life? 
1. Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem; setting out on his journey (vs. 17). Three passion predictions 

(resurrection announcements) are found in Mark 8-10. Jesus gets personal. Last week Jesus 
spoke about MARRIAGE & Family. This week he addresses the subject of MONEY. Jesus is 
approached by a rich man (kneeling) who wonders must he do in order to inherit life eternal. 
First Jesus talks about Table One of the Decalogue—relationship with neighbor, then he moves 
to Table Two—relationship with God. Note: it was the tradition of Jews to recite the Shema 
(Deut. 6:4) after the recitation of the rest of the commandments. Question: What must I do to 
inherit eternal life? Answer: Be good. Impossible for us! All things are possible for God! 

2. Jesus’ response to the man with riches concerns the keeping of the commandments. The man 
replies that he had fulfilled them throughout his life. Jesus then urges him to give up his 
possessions and to come and follow him. The man walks away dejected because he cannot or 
will not do this last thing required of him by Christ. What is the ONE THING we LACK? One 
cannot serve two masters. (Matthew 6:24) It is nearly impossible to serve God and money. 
Devotion to one will usually overcome commitment to the other. It is better to give it all away 
& follow Jesus. God’s care is richer and fuller than money can provide. Inheritance: The Lord’s 
Supper is our Lord’s “last will and testament”. The rest of the story: next week – vss. 23-31. 

3. A rich man inquired of Jesus how he might receive eternal life. He addressed Jesus as “good 
teacher.” In Greek the word literally means, “One who does good work.” Beneath the man’s 
words were an assumption that he and Jesus were both “good” people, working toward the 
same goal. But Jesus pointed, rather, to the difference between them. No one is good but God 
alone. Though the man did not know it, he was speaking to the only One who was truly 
“Good.” To prove his point, Jesus ordered him to do the one “work” he knew this man could 
not and would not do. “Go, sell, give, come, and follow!” Sound impossible? Why do we 
sometimes want to justify ourselves saying things like, “I’m a good person? Look how well I’ve 
done?” When someone dies we often hear how good the person was.  Have you ever clung so 
tightly to a “thing” that it detracted you from your relationship with Christ? Did you know it at 
the time? How is that evidence of our sin? Mark tells us that Jesus loved the man. This idol of 
wealth was so strong it prevented him from being a follower of Jesus. Luther once said, 
“Whatever is not shared has been stolen.” There is no such thing as an atheist; whatever we 
fear, love and trust the most is our god. How can wealth or material success actually hinder our 
faith and reliance upon the Lord? See I Timothy 6:6-19. Are we rich in good works? Parable of 
Rich Fool. Cost of eternal life too high for you? Great possessions may lead to great sorrow.  


