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Men’s Email Bible Study – Tuesday, April 27, 2021 (8:30am) – Easter V 
 

TEXT: Acts 8:26-40 — A Eunuch gets baptized by Philip (Note Verse 37) 
1. Philip is one of the six chosen for table ministry, including Stephen, 6:1-7. This narrative is the second 

encounter between the Hellenist evangelist Philip since the persecution that began after the stoning of 
Stephen (7:54-60). The first was with Simon in Samaria. The conversion of Simon and others in Samaria 
required intervention from Peter and John from Jerusalem (8:14-16). In our text, the intervention is 
Divine. Both the Angel of the Lord and the Spirit speak to Philip (8:26, 29) telling him first to go and 
take the road down from Jerusalem to Gaza (where he will find a man who is over all the Kandakē's or 
Ethiopian Queen's Gazē, treasury) and then to go join himself to the Ethiopian's chariot. In Acts the 
Angel of the Lord releases people from bondage (12:7, 8). The Angel of the Lord and the Spirit facilitate 
the Divine-human encounter that results in releasing the Ethiopian from bondage to the literal text 
enabling him to see beyond the text to the risen Jesus. 

2. The Ethiopian's anonymity is curious given that Philip's name occurs nine times in the Greek text. The 
Ethiopian was a learned man able to ascertain the literal meaning of the Scriptures. The Ethiopian 
demonstrated humility in relation to Philip and the Scriptures. Despite his high social status, he invited 
Philip to join him. The Ethiopian was reading the Scripture passage of Isaiah 53:7 from the Greek 
translation of the Hebrew Bible (Septuagint). The text is about a metaphorical lamb led to slaughter, 
silently enduring his death and whose life is finally taken up from the earth. The eunuch asked whether 
the text was autobiographical (Isaiah) or about someone else. Who is the Lamb led to slaughter? One 
did not open his mouth so that others could. Similar Greek words that characterize the lamb's silence 
and humility, "he did not open his mouth" (ouk anoigei to stoma autou), introduce Philip's explanation 
of the Scriptures, "and Philip opened his mouth" (anoiksas to stoma autou). Philip told the Ethiopian 
the good news about Jesus, verse 35. Do you understand what you are reading? “How can I unless 
someone guides me.” Philip ran, eager to preach! 

3. Eunuch (castrated male or someone incapable of reproduction; see Deuteronomy 23:1 Isaiah 56:3-5; or 
simply a designation without sexual nuances). In Matthew 19:12, Jesus mentions eunuchs in the 
context of whether it is good to marry. He says, “There are eunuchs who were born that way, and 
there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others—and there are those who choose to live 
like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it.” 
Jesus identifies three types of “eunuchs” here: natural eunuchs (“born that way”), forced eunuchs 
(“made eunuchs by others”), and voluntary eunuchs (“those who choose celibacy”). See I Cor. 7:7-9.  
 

TEXT: Psalm 150 – Let Everything that Breathes … Praise the LORD! Hallelujah!  
1. Psalm 150 (tenfold hallelujah) provides guidance on praising the Lord in few words. In only six verses, 

we learn who, where, and how to praise, the motivation to praise, and who/what should do the 
praising. The majority of the Psalm focuses on how to praise the LORD. Yahweh is to be praised in His 
sanctuary (temple language) and in his mighty expanse (limitless everywhere). Why should Yahweh be 
praised? Because Yahweh is praise-able; Yahweh is worthy of our praise. Who should be praising 
Yahweh? You, me, and all that has life; all that breathes. “All that breathes” brings us full circle to the 
actions of the One who is to be praised. Our identity is defined in terms of Yahweh’s identity as the 
One who breathes first. Breath produces praise. Without the “praise,” there would be no “Praisers.” 

2. The Psalm does not say we are to praise God according to God’s actions. Instead, we are to praise God 
according to God’s being. Praising the LORD requires sound and music. We praise the LORD with our 
voices and our bodies—in words and deeds. Praise requires movement. Psalm 150 explodes off the 
page in praise. Luther sang the Psalter monthly in worship. The Book of Psalms is called Tepillot – 
Prayers; or Tehillim = Praises. Psalms: Five Parts/Books; each ends with a Doxology (e.g. Ps. 150). 
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TEXT: I John 4:1-21 — Beloved! God IS LOVE!” Abiding Love! Perfected Love! Test the spirits! 
1. Verses 1-6: Trust the Spirit and test the spirits. Yes, the Holy Spirit will lead us into all TRUTH (Gospel of 

John), but there is also the spirit of the Antichrist (against Christ, promoting error). The TEST: every 
spirit that confesses that Jesus came in the flesh is reliable. He who is in you is greater than he who is 
in the world. Beloved! Test the spirits. Don’t be gullible. There is TRUTH & there is error! 

2. John 4:7-21: God is Love (agape). William Sloane Coffin: "The opposite of love is not hate; the opposite 
of love is fear." "Perfect love casts out fear" (1 John 4:18). God's love is perfect and our love is 
perfected (telos) because we trust in God's love. "We love because God first loved us" (1 John 4:19) – 
Not imperative, but present tense indicative. Loving Christians "abide" in God and God "abides in 
them" (1 John 4:16). "Those who say, 'I love God' and hate their brothers and sisters, are liars; for 
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not 
seen" (1 John 4:20). Love is a package deal. God is love, but love is not God. God is both source and 
content of LOVE (agape); the reason and the means for our love! God sends His Son, atones for the 
sins of the world, and gives commands. Jesus is the atoning sacrifice (propitiation; expiation) for our 
sin. Abiding Love: The proof is in the pudding. Put it to the test. Agape Love is Jesus Love! 

 

TEXT: John 15:1-8 – The TRUE VINE: Abiding & Bearing Fruit! The Necessary Cut! The Love Connection! 
1. In the promise of an "abiding" presence, God's Easter people find not some abstract speculation about 

a distant or imaginary Trinity, but an invitation to experience the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as a 
saving and liberating presence in the midst of our day-to-day world. Readers familiar with John's 
Gospel will recognize in the opening "I AM" of this lesson a linking of its imagery of the Vine with other 
distinctive Johannine images of the identity and mission of Jesus in relation to that of his chosen 
community of followers (I AM THE Bread of Life, 6:35; I AM THE Light of the World, 8:12; I AM THE 
Door of the sheep, 10:7; I AM THE Resurrection & THE Life, 11:25). Jesus says, “The Father & I are one”. 

2. An ABIDING PRESENCE: In the Farewell Discourse of John chapters 13-17, the resurrected Lord 
comforts and encourages both the Johannine community and hearers today with the promise that we 
& they are not abandoned or left alone, but can be confident of the Lord's continuing presence with us 
& them in the world. Life and salvation is not some distant or "heavenly" hope, but is the gift of 
abundant life here and now through the Spirit of the Resurrected and Living Lord (John 3:16-18; 10:10).  

3. Old Testament images of God's people as God's vineyard (e.g. Psalm 80:8-16; Isaiah 5:1-7; 27:2-6; 
Ezekiel 15:1-6). Twice Jesus says, “I AM the Vine”. Notice use of definite article (THE). I Am THE "True" 
Vine: The word "true" or "truth" occurs some 35 times in John. It is a key aspect of the description of 
the Vine. That Jesus is the True Vine has to do with his relationship to the Father and what it reveals 
about the Father's love. All that the Father is and does is now seen in this Jesus who is both the "Word 
become flesh" and the one whom God raised from the dead. Everything that the Father does, including 
his work of pruning and cleansing the branches, is tempered and understood through the "word" that 
Jesus is and has spoken to his disciples. The pruning is NOT for punishment, but for increased 
productivity. The pruning is a CLEANING. The fate of the unfruitful (Apostate) is BURNING. The TRUTH: 
Apart from Jesus (Vine), we (Branches) can do nothing. Hymn: “Chief of Sinners” – Vine and Branch. 

4. Abiding (meno) = remaining; mutual indwelling. It appears in John and I John 64 times out of 118 in the 
entire N.T. The word "abide" is an alternative and mutually defining word for "believe" (which never 
occurs other than as a verb in John). In John 14:1-6 Jesus promises “abiding places” to his followers. 
The “YOU” in John 15 is always plural. We can’t abide with Jesus without abiding with members of His 
Body. Branches have purpose: to bear fruit (verses 2, 4, 5, & 8) = the proof. God the Father is glorified 
in our fruit bearing. Benefits of Abiding: Just Ask and You will receive! I AM … You Are! The Father is 
the Vinedresser. ABIDE: REMAIN – STAY (meno—66 times in John’s writings; ten times in John 15) is 
one of John’s favorite word. Kathairo= prune, cleanse: John 13:10-11, & 15:2-3; and I John 1:7-9. 


