
 

“Listening for the Promise” 
Weekly Devotional 

 
 
 

Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost — October 16, 2016 
 
 

“[Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray 
and not lose heart.” — Luke 18:1 

 

Certainly we’ve all had experiences in which someone is so persistent 
with us that it begins to drive us nuts, and even makes us angry. Jesus 
told his followers a parable that helps us to think about that a bit differ-
ently. His story also reminds us of God’s infinite mercy, which is more 
abundant and given more freely than that of the unjust judge who ruled a 
favorable outcome in the widow’s long-standing case. The reality that 
human beings live in, now and from the beginning of time, is that justice 
does not always prevail on earth. We are all sinful people who have our 
own ideas, agendas, and political leanings, which means that there are 
times when we don’t always see things clearly from a point of view of 
“what is just.” The judge in Jesus’ parable had no regard for God and 
was no lover of people either! It sounds as though he simply did as 
liked, and everyone else had to “like it or lump it.” This happens to all 
of us at times, but it seems to occur more often to some than others. 
Many people in our world have been abused, neglected, marginalized, 
and held captive to so many things that they have lost the ability to ad-
vocate for themselves. Those people tend to fall through the proverbial 
cracks because there is no one to look out for them, least of all them-
selves. That was not the case with the widow. She had no problem look-
ing out for herself. Her courage and perseverance are to be admired. She 
wasn’t asking for something that she didn’t deserve, only what was 
coming to her by law. No one was there to stand in for her and make an 
argument on her behalf, so she did it herself. And she was relentless! 
Jesus calls his followers to be relentless in the pursuit of righteousness: 
to show mercy, love our neighbors, advocate for those without a voice, 
protect children, and preach the gospel. When our prayers seem to be 
falling on deaf ears, he says to us, “Do not be discouraged! Keep at it! 
Your Father in heaven hears your cries and will answer you because he 
loves you!” What confidence we can have in our Lord. By his very na-
ture he is righteous and fair. We can count on him to hear our pleas and 
answer us when we call on him. In fact, he wants us to do just that.  
 
 
Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2016, Sola Publishing 
(www.solapublishing.com), written by Amy Little. Scripture taken from 
ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright 
©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 

 

*Confession of Faith: “Apostles’ 
Creed”                              Page 
85 

*The Prayers (bulletin pages 2-3)                

*The Peace                                                                             
Page 86 

Offering  

*Offertory: “Let the Vineyards”                                            
Page 86 

*Offertory Prayer                                                                   
Page 87 

*The Great Thanksgiving                                                   
Page 88ff 

*Lord’s Prayer: Traditional Ver-
sion                                      
Page 91 

Invitation & Distribution 

Lamb of God                                                                          
Page 92 

Communion Hymn: “He Leadeth 
Me: Oh, Blessed Thought”  #501                                                        

*Table Blessing                                                                     
Page 92 

*Post-Communion Canticle: 
“Thank the Lord”                    
Page 92 

The Emmanuel Weekly  

Saturday, Oct. 15, 2016 

Pentecost XXII - 6 pm 

 

“Praising, Proclaiming and Practicing 

Emmanuel—God with us—in daily 

life!” 

 
 

Garms Family Concert 
 

David and Kris Garms, with 6 of their 
anointed children, will be with us        

tomorrow night, Sunday, October 16 at 
7pm. Participants are in for a real treat as 

the Garms Family weaves Southern  
Gospel, gospel bluegrass, & their own 

unique musical style to create a       
memorable concert experience. Over 20 

instruments will be used. The concert 
will be followed by a refreshments and 

fellowship. You’ll be blessed and       
encouraged, moved to laughter and tears, 

and your soul will be directed heaven-
ward by this gifted family. CD’s will be 

available for purchase. A freewill       
offering will be   received in support of 

the Garms Family ministry. 
 
 

Gideon Ministry Update: Thanks to 
everyone who enjoyed last week’s Bible 
Saturday Worship. $345.00 was received 
in support of the Gideon Ministry.    

 
 
 

The October Emmanuel Prayer        
Calendar & Epistle Newsletter    
are available in print! Also, the 
“Our Daily Bread Devotional”.. 

CALENDAR ITEMS 
 

 Sat, Oct. 15 -  Saturday 

School @ 5:10pm; GIFT - 

5:15pm; Pentecost XXII 

Worship @ 6pm 

 Sunday, Oct. 16 (9am)

Pastor Dave preaching 

at Peace Lutheran (IA); 

7pm - Garms Family! 

 Tues, Oct. 18 - Men’s 

Bible Study Breakfast at 

Oasis Church (8am); 

Text Study at 10:30am 

 Wednesday, October 19 

Worship @ Madonna 

Towers (1pm) 

 Thursday, October 20 

Women’s Bible Study at 

Oasis Church (1pm) 

 Sat, Oct. 22 -  Saturday 

School @ 5:10pm; GIFT - 

5:15pm; Pentecost XXIII 

Worship @ 6pm 



 

Communication Cards/Offering Envelopes: The offer ing        
envelope, in your bulletin is also being used as visitor and            
communication card. If you are visiting with us, please know that 
your presence is your gift to us. We have a generous congregation 
& ask only that you share your contact information with us.   
Members & visitors may use the communication envelopes to   
indicate a desire for a pastoral visit, a prayer concern, or changes 
in contact information. Envelopes may be placed in the offering 
basket. Thanks. 
 

Men’s Bible Study Breakfast: Each week, Emmanuel Men are 
meeting on Tuesdays at 8 a.m. at Oasis Church for Bible Study & 
a continental breakfast. A new Study on Revelation has begun. 
Read Revelation 10-11 in preparation for this week’s study. 
 

Women’s Bible Studies: Emmanuel Women are studying the 
Book of Revelation. The afternoon Study is meeting twice a month 
on Thursday afternoons at Oasis Church (1pm). Next session:   
October 20. An evening study is offered once a month at the home 
of Katie Siebenaler at 6:30pm.  
 

PRAYING FOR OUR SCHOOLS: During the month of      
October, we are praying for Friedell Middle School in Rochester 
& delivering Treats. Thanks for keeping the staff and the students 
of our local schools in your prayers. This ministry is supported by 
a Thrivent Action Team Gift. 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 

 Sunday, October 16 (7pm): The GARMS Family Concert—
Southern Gospel Music. Freewill Offering. 

 October 30: Reformation Sunday Prayer Walk. Gather at Oasis 
Church at 3pm. Park on 38th Street and enter by the Dining 
Room. Potluck follows at Pastor Dave & Julie’s house. Bring a 
dish or a dessert to share.  

 Friday, November 4: Boy’s Night Out Banquet!  
 Saturday, November 12: Saturday School “Song Time”. Kid’s 

Choir sings in Worship under the direction of MarJean. 
 Saturday, November 19: “Rock the Red Kettle” kickoff for  

Salvation Army Bell Ringing Campaign (9am-5pm) 
 
 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Rochester, Minnesota        
Contact Information: 1815—38th Street NW, Rochester, MN 
Phone: 507-206-3048       www.emmanuelofrochester.org 

Worship 
Eve of           

Pentecost XXII 
Oct. 15, 2016 

6:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

WORSHIP SERVANTS Tonight: THANKS! 
 

Pianist: MarJean Damerval 
Scripture Reader: Don Holtan 
Communion Server: Julie Steffenson 
Sound: Don Holtan 
Worship Leader & Set up: Julie Steffenson 
Coffee: Peg Holtan 
Treats: Julie Edwards 
Acolyte: Cabe Siebenaler 
Ushers: LeRoy Quam; Brock Edwards & Mason & Gavin 
Take-down: Janet Sunde and friends 
 
 
 

WORSHIP NOTES: 
Liturgy: Holden Evening Prayer, revised edition  
 (Please return the Service Bulletin)  
Song of the Day: “What A Friend” - ReClaim #223 
Children’s Sermon: “I Am No Quitter” 
Sermon: “P.U.S.H.—Pray Until Something Happens!” 
Communion Song: “Lord of All Hopefulness” - ReClaim #200 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day: “Almighty God, your love for us knows no 
bounds. Teach us to seek your face always and in all things to   
persevere in our relationship with you. Grant that we may learn to 
trust you and rely on your grace in every situation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you & the Holy Spirit, 
one God now and forever.” Amen. 

 
 
 

Martin Luther: “(Jacob) called the name of the place Peniel, or 
Phanuel, and said, ‘I have seen God face to face and my life is  
preserved.’ Peniel, or Phanuel, means “face of God.” Now, the 
face of God is nothing but the knowledge of God, and God can  
only be known by faith in his Word.” 



 

 
Genesis 32:22-30 — Jacob Wrestles with God 

22 The same night [Jacob] arose and took his two wives, his two 
female servants, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of 
the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the stream, and 
everything else that he had. 24 And Jacob was left alone. And a 
man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 25 When the 
man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip 
socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with 
him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But  
Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 27And he 
said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then 
he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for 
you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29 
Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, 
“Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30 
So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have 
seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.” 
 

L: The Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 

II Timothy 3:14-4:5 — All Scripture is Inspired 

3:14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly 
believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from child-
hood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able 
to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God 
may be complete, equipped for every good work. 4:1 I charge you in the 
presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be 
ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 
complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people 
will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will        
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will 
turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5 As for 
you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an   
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God.  

Genesis 32:22-30 — Jacob Wrestles with God 

22 The same night [Jacob] arose and took his two wives, his two 
female servants, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of 
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L: The Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God.  



 

Gospel Reading: Luke 18:1-8 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 18th. Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 [Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to 
pray and not lose heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge 
who neither feared God nor respected man. 3 And there was a widow 
in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice 
against my adversary.’ 4 For a while he refused, but afterward he said 
to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 5 yet because 
this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she 
will not beat me down by her continual coming.’” 6 And the Lord 
said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7 And will not God give 
justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long 
over them? 8 I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Never-
theless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                      
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MARKS OF DISCIPLESHIP: Faith Practices! Signposts guide 
our way—Disciples pray daily, worship weekly, grow spiritually, 
read & study Scripture on a regular basis, serve others, share the 
good news, and give generously. 

 

Madonna Towers Skilled Care Chapel: On the fir st & third 
Wednesdays of each month, Emmanuel members are invited to          
participate in a ministry to area seniors. Our next Worship Service 
will be on Wednesday, October 19 at 1:00 pm. Give Lee Pearce a 
call if you would like to participate in this wonderful ministry.  
 

Sign-Ups: Visit the Welcome Table in the Gather ing Space. 
Signup sheets are available for the Boy’s Night Out Banquet 
(Friday, November 4) and also for the “Rock the Red Kettle”   
kick-off “Bell Ringing” event (Saturday, November 19 
 

Thanks for worshiping with us this evening. Your presence is 
your gift to us. We pray that our Service of Word & Sacrament is a 
blessing to you. Sealed by the Holy Spirit & marked with the cross 
of Christ forever we are praising, proclaiming & practicing      
Emmanuel – God with us – in daily life!  

Visit us at: emmanuelofrochester.org  
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