Communication Cards - Offering Envelopes: The offer ing
envelope in your bulletin is also being used as a visitor and
communication card. If you are visiting with us, please know
that your presence is your gift to us. We have a generous
congregation and ask only that you share your contact
information with us. Members and visitors may use the
communication envelopes to indicate a desire for a pastoral
visit, a prayer concern, or changes in contact information.
Envelopes may be placed in the offering basket. Thanks.
Emmanuel First Aid Kit: Special thanks to Matt Wagner,
who has assembled an Emmanuel First Aid Kit. One never
knows when medical assistance may be needed while attending worship. We are blessed with several members who are in
the healthcare profession, ready and able to serve members
and guests who may need assistance on any given Saturday
night. The First Aid Kit will be on the Emmanuel Information
Table, located by the hymnal cart.
Byron Good Neighbor Days Parade: J oin the fun, this
Sunday, July 23. The Emmanuel Float will be #40 in the
parade, which begins at 3:00 pm, The Parade line up begins at
1:30pm at the Byron Middle School parking lot. Jenna Serr is
organizing this event. Jenna recommends meeting at the
Primary School between 1:00 and 1:15. Jenna will have the
float decorations, signs, and a cooler with water bottles in her
van. There is little shade on the parade route so make sure to
wear your sunscreen. The parade route is about 1.4 miles so
wear comfortable shoes if you will be walking. Matt (253-312
-0737) & Jenna (253-682-7333) will have their cell phones on
if you have any trouble finding the school or locating the
group. Questions? Visit with Jenna after worship tonight.
Don’t forget to offer your gifts as “worship and hospitality
servants”, weekly for Worship! Contact Julie Steffenson or
visit the signup sheet in the Gathering Space. Thanks!
Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Rochester, Minnesota
Contact Information: 1815—38th Street NW, Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-206-3048
www.emmanuelofrochester.org
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CALENDAR ITEMS
 Saturday, July 22 (6pm)
Pentecost VII Worship
 Sunday, July 23 — Pastor
Dave preaching at Old
East/West Paint Creek
Churches in Iowa;
Parade in Byron (3pm)
 Tues, July 25 — Men’s
Bible Study (8am); Text
Study (10:30am)
 Wednesday, July 26
Laundry Day at Mega
Coin Laundromat
 Friday, July 28—Clergy
Faithfulness Mtg. at
Oasis Church (12 Noon)
 Saturday, July 29 (6pm)
Pentecost VIII Worship
with the Pipe Organ
 Tues, August 1—National
Night Out (5-9pm)

Thanks for worshiping with us this evening. Your
presence is your gift to us. We pray that our Service of
Word and Sacrament is a blessing to you. Sealed by the
Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever
we are praising, proclaiming and practicing Emmanuel –
God with us – in daily life! May the power of the Holy
Spirit equip the saints for Witness in the World!
Visit us at: www.emmanuelofrochester.org
Servant Opportunities: Sign-up sheets are posted in the
Gathering Space. Join the Emmanuel Team as we participate
in the Byron Parade (Sunday, July 23), Laundry Day
(Wednesday, July 26) and National Night Out (Tuesday,
August 1)! We are serving others in the name of Jesus! There
are many ways to participate even if you can’t be physically
present. Join the Emmanuel team and have some holy fun!
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast: Each week, Emmanuel Men

meet on Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. at Oasis Church for Bible Study &
Coffee. We are currently reading & discussing the Bible (GenesisRevelation). Read pages 698-702 of the NIV Once A Day Bible
(DAY 206 — July 25) in preparation for this week’s study (i.e. II
Chronicles 24:1-25:28; Romans 9:1-21; and Psalm 89:9-13.

Worship at Madonna Towers: Twice a month on
Wednesdays, Emmanuel members are invited to participate in
a ministry to area seniors. Our next Madonna Towers Worship
Services will be on Wednesdays, August 2 & 16 at 1:00 pm.
Contact Lee Pearce if you would like to participate in this
wonderful ministry.

SAVE THE DATE: Music Celebration. Our second annual
Music Celebration Worship Service will be held on Saturday,
August 26 at 6pm. Invite a friend to join us as we praise God
in, with, and for the gift of music. A familiar hymn (When in
Our Music God is Glorified) contains these word: “Let every
instrument be tuned for praise! Let all rejoice who have a
voice to raise! And may God give us faith to sing always!
Alleluia! Alleluia!”

Worship
Eve of
Pentecost VII
July 22, 2017
6:00 p.m.
WORSHIP SERVANTS Tonight: THANKS!

Pianist: Rev. P.J. Stohlmann
Scripture Reader: Debbie Vomhof
Communion Server: Debbie Vomhof
Sound: Don Holtan
Acolyte: Pending
Worship Leader & Set up: Julie Steffenson
Coffee: Peg Holtan
Treats: Jean Wanek
Ushers: LeRoy Quam & Dick Stanley
Take-down: Janet Sunde and friends
WORSHIP NOTES:
Liturgy: Holden Evening Prayer, revised edition
(Please return the Service Bulletin)
Song of the Day: “Come, You Thankful People, Come”
ReClaim #261
Children’s Sermon: “The Weed Eater”
Sermon: “Waiting for the Harvest”
Rev. David Steffenson
Communion Song: “Amazing Grace”
ReClaim #199
Holy Communion is the Lor d’s Supper for the Lord’s
People: “All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and
Blood who are baptized in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ,
crucified and risen, is truly present in, with and under the
forms of bread & wine for the forgiveness of sins, life and
salvation.” We practice Intinction at Emmanuel Lutheran.
Receive a wafer (the body of Christ) and dip it into the cup of
wine (the blood of Christ). With repentant hearts, we receive
the forgiveness of sins.

Isaiah 44:6-8 — Rock of Ages Cleft for Me
6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD
of hosts: “I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 7
Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and set it before
me, since I appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to
come, and what will happen. 8 Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told
you from of old and declared it? And you are my witnesses! Is there a
God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Romans 8:18-27 — What’s With the Groanings?
8 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to corruption & obtain the freedom of the glory of the children
of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning
together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our
bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not
hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we
do not see, we wait for it with patience. 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us
in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but
the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.
27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 13th. Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
24 [Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25
but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat and went away. 26 So when the plants came up and
bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27 And the servants of the

master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28 He said to
them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do
you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30 Let both grow
together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers,
“Gather the weeds first & bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather
the wheat into my barn.” … 36 Then he left the crowds and went into
the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us the
parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows
the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good
seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one,
39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of
the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are gathered
and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of
Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all
causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery
furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43
Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
He who has ears, let him hear.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
PRAYER OF THE DAY: God of mercy, when this world

seems overrun by the evil that surrounds us, remind us that your
Son, Jesus, has conquered evil and death and triumphed over all.
Help us to confront the evil that can reside within us and turn it
over to your transformative grace and mercy; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you & the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THRIVENT Choice Dollars: If you have Thrivent products,

you may have choice dollars available for designating to a worthy
recipient. Emmanuel Lutheran Church is a Thrivent “Choice
Dollars” recipient. How do I know if I have Choice Dollars that
need to be designated? Go online or simply call 1-800-Thrivent.
When prompted, simply say, “Thrivent Choice Dollars.” They will
ask you for your name and birth date. If you have dollars, please
consider designating them in support of God’s work at Emmanuel.
Thanks for supporting the holy work of God!
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