
whatever would we do 
without Jesus?” 
 

I looked up this quote from 
Spurgeon and discovered 
that he preached a sermon 
on I Peter 2:7 on March 30, 
1890 entitled, “Christ  
Precious to Believers”. 
Read I Peter, which is a 
baptismal homily, and you 
will discover that Disciples 
of Christ are living stones; 
the Temple of the Holy 
Spirit. GOD dwells in us, 
through us, & for us. “We 
are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s own people.” The 
Church is the bride of   
Jesus. GOD wants us to 
grow up into salvation, for 
we have tasted that the 
LORD is good! 
 

Spurgeon, commenting on 
I Peter 2:7, reminds us that 
the word precious is a 
noun, not an adjective.  
Precious is used as a     
descriptive adjective in 
verses 4 and 6 of I Peter 2 
to describe Jesus, the    
Cornerstone of our        
Salvation. But in verse 7, 
we see that precious is a 
noun preceded by a        
definite article (THE)    
indicating that Jesus is not 
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Pastor’s Keyboard: “Discipleship: Precious I AM!”  

The Emmanuel Epistle! 

We are precious! Who says 
so? God says so! And so 
says the prophet Isaiah, 
when he offers words of 
comfort & hope to despair-
ing exiles. When things look 
bleak or bad, remember that 
GOD is in control. He has 
not abdicated the throne. 
The LORD is sovereign. 
Isaiah writes, “For I am the 
Lord your God, the Holy 
One of Israel, your Savior. I 
give Egypt as your ransom, 
Cush and Seba in exchange 
for you. Because you are 
precious in my eyes, and 
honored, and I love you, I 
give men in return for you, 
peoples in exchange for 
your life.”  
 

There is no limit to what 
GOD is willing do for you 
and for me! We don’t have 
to be afraid. We are created 
and redeemed by Almighty 
GOD. Yes, we will walk 
through infernos and watery 
graves, but they will not 
conquer or consume us. 
GOD declares, “I AM the 
LORD your GOD, the Holy 
One of Israel, your Savior!” 
GOD created us for His  
glory. We are named and 
known; we are loved with a 
forever love! And so we 
sing: “Jesus loves the little 
children; All the children of 
the world. Red and yellow, 
black and white, they are 
precious in His sight. Jesus 
loves the little children of 
the world.” 
 

Disciples know a profound 

TRUTH: “In Christ, we are 
precious to the LORD.” But 
is the LORD precious to 
us? Good question! Recent-
ly, I received a text from a 
very dear friend (Maren). 
She shared with me a quote 
from C.H. Spurgeon.  
 

Spurgeon writes, “I like 
what was said by a child in 
the Sunday-school, when 
the teacher said, ‘You have 
been reading that Christ is 
precious: what does that 
mean?’ The children stayed 
a little while, till at last one 
boy replied, ‘Father said the 
other day that mother was 
precious, for whatever 
should we do without her?’ 
This is a capital explanation 
of the word ‘precious.’”  
Maren writes, “This brings 
tears to my eyes. Yes, 

“Pra i s i ng ,  Proc la im ing  and  Prac t i c i ng  Emmanuel —God  w i th  us —in  da i ly  l i f e !”  

“Precious Lord, take 

my hand, Lead me on, 

let me stand. I am tired, 

I am weak, I' am worn. 

Through the storm, 

through the night, Lead 

me on to the light. Take 

my hand precious Lord, 

Lead me home.” 

— Thomas Dorsey  
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Food For Thought: 
 

“Precious in the sight of 

the LORD is the death of 

his saints.” - Ps. 116:15 

Life is too short, too    

precious, too painful to 

waste on worldly bubbles 

that burst.” - John Piper  



Page 2 

Coffee Hour Fellowship—After Worship 

Once a month, members of Emmanuel are hosting 
& serving refreshments following worship. Special 
thanks to Gary & Julie Engle for hosting the Sept. 
18 Coffee Hour. Contact Pastor Dave if you would 

like to host the November Coffee Hour. Deb 
Vomhof & Judy Caudill will be hosting the Oct. 23 

Coffee Hour. Judy & Lee Pearce are hosting the 
December Coffee Hour.  

Implementation Team Update! 
 

The next meeting of the Building to Serve Team 
will be held on Sunday, Oct. 10 at 5pm. Presently, 
everything is on hold as we await approval of the 
necessary permits. Thanks for offering your tithes 

and prayers in support of this Building Project. 
 

MARKS OF DISCIPLESHIP! Faith Practices! 

Signposts guide our way: Disciples pray daily,  

worship weekly, grow spiritually, read & study 

Scripture on a regular basis, serve others, share the 

good news, and live & give generously.  

September 25—Bible Saturday (6pm) 

We will celebrate the gift of Holy Scripture on   

Bible Saturday. A Gideon Presentation & a gift of 

music will be offered by Gary Froiland. A freewill 

offering will be received in support of the work of 

the Gideons. Bring your favorite Bible with you to 

Worship on September 25 (6pm)! 

Men’s Bible Study (In-Person)                      
The men of Emmanuel Lutheran meet on Tuesday 
mornings at 8:30am via email & study the Bible 
Readings for the upcoming weekend. Let Pastor 

Dave know if you would like the study notes 
emailed to you. In-person studies will be offered 

on the following Wednesdays:  October 6, 13 & 27 
at 11am. Location: Oasis Church. Br ing a Bible, 

a friend, & a heart eager to hear God’s Word. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Got Thrivent Products? Don’t forget to designate 
your Choice Dollars. Call #1-800-847-4836 or go 

online at www.thrivent.org. We’ve received 
$1,418 in Thrivent Choice Dollars. Thank You! 

WORSHIP FOR October 2021 — 6pm 

Emmanuel will continue to offer in-person worship weekly on Saturday nights at 6pm as well as online 

worship opportunities via the Emmanuel Facebook Page and the Emmanuel Church Website. Thanks for 

worshiping with us in person and virtually online. We will offer the Lord’s Supper on October 2 & 30 

and on November 13 & 20 during worship in prefilled cups. 

Saturday, September 25 – 6pm: Pentecost 18 — Pianist: MarJean Damerval (Liturgy of the WORD); 

Bible Saturday: Gideon Presentation; a freewill offering will be received! Greeters: Don & Jean Wanek.                       

Saturday, October 2 – 6pm: Pentecost 19 — Pianist: MarJean Damerval (WOV Bread of Life Liturgy); 

Holy Communion; Greeters: Marcia & Bob Harms. Gift of Music: Kim Star r . 

Saturday, October 9 – 6pm: Pentecost 20 — Pianist: MarJean Damerval (Holden Evening Prayer). 

Greeters: Marcia & Bob Harms.  

Saturday, October 16 – 6pm: Pentecost 21 — Pianist: Jane Cabaya (Liturgy of the WORD). Greeter: 

Jean Wanek. 

Saturday, October 23 – 6pm: Pentecost 22 — Pianist: MarJean Damerval (Holden Evening Prayer). 

Greeter: Jean Wanek. 

Saturday, October 30 – 6pm: Reformation — Pianist: MarJean Damerval (WOV Bread of Life          

Liturgy). Holy Communion; Greeter: Barb Steffenson. 

Saturday, November 6 – 6pm: All Saints — Pianist: MarJean Damerval. Greeters: Pending. Prayer of 

Blessing for MarJean and Denny as they depart for Arizona for the Winter. 

Thanks to Don & Peg Holtan, Julie Steffenson, and all of our  weekly servants who assist with      

worship; recording, ushering, setup, takedown, greeting, etc. Soli Deo Gloria!  

The Emmanuel Epistle! 
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one of many precious items, but is in fact preciousness itself. “So The Preciousness is for those who believe!” Jesus is 
THE PRECIOUSNESS.  
 

Spurgeon writes, “His very self is preciousness itself. He is the essence, the substance, the sum of all preciousness.  
Every believer will subscribe to this; many things are more or less precious; but the Lord Jesus is preciousness itself, 
outsoaring all degrees of comparison. … To believers the Lord Jesus is evidently very precious, because they would 
give up all that they have sooner than lose him. … For a thing to be rightly called precious, it should have 3 qualities: it 
should be rare, it should have an intrinsic value of its own, & it should possess useful and important properties. All 
these 3 things meet in our adorable Lord, and make him precious to discerning minds. … Faith is the hand that grasps 
him, the mouth that feeds upon him, and therefore by faith he is [THE] Precious. … Our sense of Christ’s preciousness, 
as I have said before, is a proof of our possessing the [saving] faith of God' s elect.” 
 

Darlene Sala writes, “Imagine anything on this earth that we value, and it’s incomparable to how God feels about us. 
Think for a moment about diamonds. They are one of the most precious items in creation. They are rare, beautiful and 
highly prized. But they are nothing compared to how God values us. … So, if we’re going to compare ourselves to   
diamonds, how much is a diamond worth anyway? In 2013, a nearly 60-carat flawless pink diamond called the "Pink 
Star" was auctioned by Sotheby’s for a whopping $83.2 million. Bling cha-ching! That made it the most expensive 
jewel or diamond ever sold at auction. But the most precious diamond, we’re told, is the Koh-i-Noor, now par t of the 
British Crown Jewels collection. Experts say this gem cannot be valued — it’s calculated to be approximately 3.5 times 
the wealth of the whole world! These diamonds are incredibly valuable to us. But to God, diamonds just aren’t that   
precious. … "You are precious in my eyes," God says, "and I love you" (Isaiah 43:4a). God never said He loved a     
diamond but He does say He loves you. … We are so precious to God that He sent His only Son, Jesus, to this earth to 
die so you and I wouldn’t have to die because of the way we have messed up our lives with sin. Author David Eckman, 
in Becoming Who God Intended, pictures God explaining this to us: "My Son is dying for you because you are worth a 
Son to Me." Just think of it: God says, "You are worth a Son to Me"!” JOHN 3:16 comes to mind! 
 

Just think of it: YOU ARE WORTH A SON TO ME! Jesus is THE WAY and THE TRUTH and THE LIFE. 
One might add, AND THE PRECIOUS! No one comes to the Father except through Jesus. Psalm 116 is a love story 
born of salvation. In verse 16, the Psalmist proclaims, “Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.” 
The word translated as “precious” means “of high worth, value, or cost.” In the original Hebrew, the term rendered 
“saints” refers to the Lord’s faithful followers. GOD is not indifferent about how and when His faithful servants die. 
“How painful it is to the Lord,” says Today’s English Version. We are indeed precious to THE ONE WHO IS THE        
PRECIOUS. Our heavenly Father pays a King’s ransom (Jesus) for us! We are worth more than the Koh-i-Noor. 
 

Precious LORD, lead me Home! Pastor Dave 
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*NEW* Ladies Bible Study 
 

    We are delighted to announce a new ladies Bible 

study beginning on Wednesday, October 6th.  Bring a 

friend, sister, neighbor. Gather a carload as we meet 

to study, pray & share. ‘Twelve Extraordinary Women 

of the Bible: How God Shaped Women of the Bible 

and What He Wants To Do With Us’ is an exciting, 

encouraging study by well-known author John     

MacArthur. It examines so-called ordinary women 

like Eve (perfect) in the garden until she bit into the 

forbidden fruit (imperfect Eve), to Sari (Sara) who 

‘did it her way’ to get a baby, to Rehab the harlot who 

served God in unexpected ways. We undoubtedly will 

see ourselves in some way as we explore how God 

can still use us. 

    Judy Pearce will host this study at her home.  

Leitha Bothun will lead the study. Leitha has          

extensive Bible training with in-depth studies like  

Bible Study Fellowship. She is well-equipped to lead 

our group in this faithful endeavor. 

    There is no charge for the book. If you desire to 

contribute, make a donation to the Emmanuel    

building fund. We just want you to come and grow 

with us as God’s women of the Bible today! 

    Our first meeting will be an introduction and over-

view of our study. Coffee and treats will be provided.  

Please contact Judy for directions to her house if you 

don’t already know the way (#507-269-2471). You 

may park on the street, just avoid blocking mailboxes 

and driveways. Please stay on the pavement because 

of our neighborhood water sprinkler system heads at 

the edge of lawns. 

    We will meet twice monthly, and we’ll give future 

study dates at our first get-together. Each gathering 

will begin at 1pm. We are looking forward to experi-

encing ‘growing together in God’s will’ in this ex-

ploration! See you on Wednesday, Oct. 6th at 1pm. 
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NALC Disaster Response  
“Rochester Area Warehouse”  

What should NALC pastors & congregation 
leaders do when a natural disaster, such as 
flooding, tornadoes, and fires, strikes in 
their community or in an area where the 
church is able or desires to provide         
assistance? It  is important that the NALC 
be contacted ASAP when a disaster occurs.  
 
 

First and foremost , if the disaster is close 
by, make sure YOU are safe. Next, contact 
the NALC Disaster Response Coordinator, 
Mary Bates (disasterresponse@thenalc.org; 
#740-509-1132) as quickly as possible so 
the prayer power of the NALC can be     
unleashed. In the Rochester Area, one 
should contact Larry & Deb Vomhof, and 
also the Iowa Mission District. The NALC 
Disaster Response has resources to assist in 
early response and longer term recovery; 
material resources, networking, counseling, 
training, and volunteers. Remember, the 
key is early communication!  
 
 

Recently, on Saturday, Sept. 11, the Iowa 
Mission  District met in Emmons, MN and 
received donations for our Rochester Area 
Disaster Response Warehouse, located on the 
property of Larry & Deb Vomhof (pictures). 
Our local Warehouse is 1 of 8 regional ware-
houses in the U.S. The following items are 

always in demand: flood buckets, health kits, 
school kits, layettes, Bibles, and Home Depot  
or Lowes Gift Cards.  
 
 

The youth of Emmanuel & their families are 
gathering at our local warehouse (Vomhof 
Residence) on Sunday, October 24 at 1:30pm 
to assemble donations into usable kits.  

“Feast of All Saints” - November 6 
 

In the waters of baptism we were called by 
God & identified as “saint” even while we 
are stil l “sinner.” Our saintliness comes on 

no part of our own, but on the holiness       
bestowed on us by Jesus. Precious in the 

sight of the LORD is the death of his 
saints.” —  Psalm 116:15. On Nov. 6, we 

are remembering loved ones who have died   
during the past 12 months in our All Saints 

Worship Service. Send names to Pastor 
Dave. Submitted names will be read during 
our prayers on November 6, and a bell will 

be sounded. Thanks for submitting the 
names of your beloved saints!  
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been on a chemo vacation since May 25. Pastor 

Dave & Julie are grateful to God for this miracle of 

healing and offer thanks to all their prayer warriors 

for their intercessions, & words of encouragement! 

Thanksgiving Eve Celebration 

Wednesday, November 24 at 2pm  

Emmanuel Lutheran Church will host a       

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service at Oasis 

Church on Wednesday, November 24 at 2pm.   

Following worship, store-bought pie will be served 

and enjoyed in the Oasis Fellowship Hall. We are 

also purchasing Thanksgiving Greeting Cards and 

encouraging members of Emmanuel to pick up a 

card or two and to send them to friends, neighbors, 

or co-workers. We will collectively spread the 

Good News of Jesus & the Spirit of Thanksgiving 

to others. Greeting Cards will be available for    

distribution by November 1. We hope you can join 

us for our celebration of Thanksgiving to GOD! 

Little Lending Library 

Neighborhood Ministry 

Located on the lawn of Pastor 

Dave and Julie’s home is a 

MUCH used neighborhood  

Lending Library. Thanks is     

offered to everyone who donated 

books to this “Little Lending   

Library.” Contributions of books, 

new or gently used, religious & 

secular, are always welcomed!  

Emmanuel Nominating Committee 

Contact Lee Pearce, Julie Steffenson, Heather 
Mikesh, or Leitha Bothun if you are looking for 
ways to serve Christ and His Church. There are 

many ways to use your gifts for the glory of God. 

On the Ballot in January of 2022: 

* Council Member: 2-year term: 2 positions. 

* Nominating Committee: 4 needed; 1 year term 

* Audit Committee Members: 2 needed; one          
3-year term, & one 2-year term. (Note: Don Wanek 

has one year remaining).  

* Lay Voting Members & Alternates for NALC 
(2023) & Mission District (2022) Convocations.  

Reformation Sunday Prayer Event  

On Reformation Sunday, October 31, Emmanuel 
will continue its tradition of hosting a prayer walk 
in celebration of God’s saving grace in the name of 

Jesus! Each year, Emmanuel walks around our  
Oasis neighborhood, offering prayers for our city 
and her people. This year will be our 9th year of 

walking and praying. We will park & gather on the 
south side of the Oasis Church Building at 3pm, on 
October 31. Everyone can participate, whether they 
join us in walking and praying, or remain at home, 
praying. We can all join our voices in prayer for 
our churches, families, communities, country and 
world on October 31. Feel free to pack a snack if 
you wish to enjoy some food or drink as you walk 

and pray. Thanks for PRAYING with us! 

Madonna Towers Ministry! 

In the past, prior to COVID-19 & his diagnosis of 

cancer, Pastor Dave offered bi-monthly worship 

services in the Skilled Care Chapel of Madonna 

Towers. This ministry has been on hold for the past 

18 months. On Wednesday, September 22 (11am), 

Pastor Dave was able to resume this ministry. Our 

dear friends at the Madonna Towers were so 

pleased to welcome Pastor Dave back to their     

residence. The next Service of Worship will take 

place on Wednesday, October 20 at 11am. 

THANKS from Pastor Dave & Julie! 

Pastor Dave continues on a Chemo Break until his 

next CT SCAN and Blood Draw, which will take 

place during the first week of November. He has 

The Emmanuel Epistle! 



Back Page Stories  
lines was approved. Once a month  

worship with Communion is resuming 

in the Skilled Care Chapel at Madonna 

Towers. Preliminary work is being 

done on the 2022 Mission Plan Budget. 

The next Council Meeting will be on 

Tuesday, October  5 at 2pm at Oasis 

Church. 

Prayers are Offered! 

Mary Ann Groven, recently fell and 

broke her foot. May God grant our   

beloved church musician complete and 

speedy healing!  

Acts 4:31—The Church Prayed! 
“And when they had prayed, the place 

in which they were gathered together 

was shaken, & they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit & continued to speak 

the Word of God with boldness.”  

of September. No report was        

received from the Nominating   

Committee. Special thanks is offered 

to Don Holtan and Barb Steffenson, 

both of whom are leaving council at 

the end of their terms (Jan. 2022). 

Don has served 7 consecutive years 

and Barb has served 3 years in a row. 

We are grateful that Jane Cabaya has 

agreed to serve as one of our worship 

pianists. MarJean/Denny Damerval 

will be leaving for Arizona for the 

winter in early November. Pastor 

Dave will be on vacation during the 

week of October 14-21. Our Building 

project is on hold pending approval 

of necessary permits. A contract still 

has not been signed. A Clergy Sick 

Leave Policy (PTO) will be present-

ed at our Annual Meeting in Jan. 

2022. An updated Care Team Guide-

Church Council Highlights:   

September 9, 2021—Zoom Mtg. 
Budget Income for the month of Aug.  

was $10,907.50; expenses were 

$8,930.50. $9,835 has been donated 

and designated to our Building Fund 

#357 since April to cover additional 

costs of our upgraded Phase 1 plan, 

bringing the total dollars available to 

$99,835. Pre-filled Communion cups 

will continue to be used throughout 

the remainder of 2021. A Women’s 

Bible Study will be held in the home 

of Judy Pearce beginning on October 

6. Thanksgiving Eve (Nov. 24) and 

Christmas Eve (Dec. 24) worship will 

be held at 2pm. Second Trimester 

Giving Statements and stewardship 

nuggets will be distributed by the end 

We’re on the Web: 

www.emmanuelofrochester.org  

Contact Information: 

253-302-9845 (Mobile) 
507-206-3048 (Home) 

pastordavesteffenson@gmail.com  

3819 - 18th Ave. NW,  

Rochester, MN  55901 

Attn. Pastor Dave Steffenson 

Emmanue l  Lu the ran  o f  
Roches te r ,  M inneso ta  

SAVE THE DATES! 

Saturday, January 29—Emmanuel 

Annual Meeting! 

Emmanuel Turns 10: Feb 25th, 2022. 

Let’s Celebrate! 

LOOKING AHEAD! 

 Sept. 25 - Bible Saturday: Gideon Presentation with Gary 

Froiland; a freewill offering will be received in support of 

the ministry of the Gideons! Bring your Bible to church! 

 Pastor Steffenson on Vacation—October 14-21. 

 Nov. 24 - Thanksgiving Eve Worship at 2pm with a pie 

social to follow in the Fellowship Hall. 

 Nov. 27 - Advent Begins! The Littlest Watchman. 

Devotional book/gift for families. 

 Saturday, December 18—Advent IV Worship with the 

Children’s Nativity at 6pm 

 December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship at 2pm. 

Children’s Ministry 
 

Worship Bags are available for  kids each week. We hope 
children enjoy these resources during worship. Pastor Dave 
continues to post Children’s Messages on our  Emmanuel 

Website and Facebook Page each week. 
 

Saturday School This Year!  
Stories on the MIRACLES in the Bible will be packaged in 

monthly sessions for youth age 4-grade 3. Youth in grades 4-
8 are invited to join Pastor Dave in a reading of C.S. Lewis’ 

“The Lion, the Witch & the Wardrobe”. Pastor Dave is 
hosting a monthly Zoom Meeting for participating youth. 
Weekly instruction videos will be posted on Facebook. 
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