
the resurrection of the body 

and the life everlasting.  

Rev. William M. Cwirla 

reminds us that October 31 

is known as Reformation 

Day in the Lutheran 

Church. He writes, “In the 

Middle Ages, people had a 

profound sense of the    

demonic. Just think of   

Luther’s Reformation 

hymn, A Mighty Fortress: 

‘Though devils all the 

world should fill, all eager 

to devour us.’ People    

believed that the demons 

were especially active on 

the eve of All Hallows. 

People carved gourds with 

ugly faces and set them out 

to guard their homes. This 

was similar to the practice 

of carving grotesque     

gargoyles on the drain 

spouts of cathedrals to 

ward off devils. People 

paraded in the streets 

dressed up in costumes and 

masks to confuse the     

demons and confound their 

schemes.” 

Should Christians partici-

pate in Hallowe’en?  

Cont. on page 3 ... 

Pastor’s Keyboard: “Discipleship: All Hallows Eve”  

The Emmanuel Epistle! 

Do you know what October 
31 is? Are you a bigtime 
Hallowe’en Fan? To hallow 
something or someone is to 
make or keep it/them holy. 
We pray “hallowed by Thy 
name,” in the Lord’s Prayer. 
We also remember the   
Sabbath Day to keep it holy. 
By the grace of God we are 
“a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s own people.” 
God hallows us! 
 

In the life of the Church, 
October 31 is “All Hallows 
Eve.” It is our celebration of 
the Protestant Reformation 
and Martin Luther’s posting 
of the 95 Theses on the 
church door of the Castle 
Church in Wittenberg,   
Germany (1517). 
 

All Hallows' Eve falls on 
October 31st each year. It is 
the day before All Hallows' 
Day, also known as All 
Saints' Day in the Christian 
calendar. Traditionally, the 
church held a vigil on All 
Hallows' Eve so that      
worshippers could prepare 
themselves with prayers and 
fasting prior to the feast day 
itself. The name derives 
from the Old English 
'hallowed' meaning holy or 
sanctified. It is now usually 
contracted to the more    
familiar word Hallowe'en. 
 

In his book Halloween: 

From Pagan Ritual to Party 

Night, Nicholas Rogers 

states: “Festivals           

commemorating the saints 

as opposed to the original 

Christian martyrs appear to 

have been observed by 800. 

In England and Germany, 

this celebration took place 

on November 1. In Ireland, 

it was commemorated on 

April 20, a chronology that 

contradicts the widely held 

view that the November 

date was chosen to      

Christianize the pagan   

festival of Samhain 

(pronounced sow-in); the 

Celtic new year festival. 

Samhain was the beginning 

of winter and the first day 

of the new year. This time 

of the ingathering of the 

harvest and the approach of 

winter apparently provided 

a reminder of human    

mortality. For Christians 

“Pra i s i ng ,  Proc la im ing  and  Prac t i c i ng  Emmanuel —God  w i th  us —in  da i ly  l i f e !”  

“I often laugh at Satan, 

and there is nothing 

that makes him so 

angry as when I attack 

him to his face, and tell 

him that through God I 

am more than a match 

for him.” 

—Martin Luther  
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Food For Thought: 
 

“Simul justus et peccator. 

In Christ every saint is a 

sinner and every sinner a 

saint. Lutherans remember 

on All Saints Day that it is 

God’s grace, apart from 

our works, that makes us 

saints. We find lasting rest 

only in God’s mercy.” 
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are remembering loved ones who have died   
during the past 12 months in our All Saints 

Worship Service. Send names to Pastor 
Dave. Submitted names will be read during 
our prayers on November 6, and a bell will 

be sounded. Thanks for submitting the 
names of your beloved saints! November 6 

will  also include a sending blessing for 
Denny & MarJean Damerval as they head 
south for the winter,  along with a gift of 

music from Kim Starr.  
 

FRUITFULNESS ON THE LAND—Nov. 6 

Pastor Jack Miller and his wife Virginia are hosting 
a FAMILY EVENT at Faith Lutheran Church in La 

Crosse, WI on Saturday, November 6 from 9am-
4pm. The guest speaker is Dr. Allan Carlson, an 

historian of the FAMILY. His focus is on 
“returning the vital functions of family to the 

home.” He will offer two keynote addresses: “The 
Husbandman” and “The Goodwife.” Cost is only 
$10 for adults, which includes lunch. A special  

program is being offered for the children. Nursey is 
also provided. Contact Pastor Miller 507-798-2408, 

or easyyokemillville@gmail.com, for more info. 

 

Reformation Sunday Prayer Event  

On Reformation Sunday, October 31, Emmanuel 
will continue its tradition of hosting a prayer walk 
in celebration of God’s saving grace in the name of 

Jesus! Each year, Emmanuel walks around our   
Oasis neighborhood, offering prayers for our city 
and her people. This year will be our 9th year of 

walking and praying. We will park & gather on the 
south side of the Oasis Church Building at 3pm, on 
October 31. Everyone can participate, whether they 
join us in walking and praying in person, or remain 

at home, praying. We can all join our voices in 
prayer for our churches, families, communities, 

country and world on October 31. Feel free to pack 
a snack if you wish to enjoy some food or drink as 
you walk and pray. Thanks for PRAYING with us! 

 

“Feast of All Saints” - November 6 
 

In the waters of baptism we were called by 
God & identified as “saint” even while we 
are stil l “sinner.” Our saintliness comes on 

no part of our own, but on the holiness       
bestowed on us by Jesus. Precious in the 

sight of the LORD is the death of his 
saints.” — Psalm 116:15. On Nov. 6, we 

WORSHIP FOR NOVEMBER 2021 — 6pm 

Emmanuel will continue to offer in-person worship weekly on Saturday nights at 6pm as well as online 

worship opportunities via the Emmanuel Facebook Page and the Emmanuel Church Website. Thanks for 

worshiping with us in person and virtually online. We will offer the Lord’s Supper on October 30 and on 

November 13 & 20 during worship in prefilled cups. 

Saturday, October 30 – 6pm: Reformation — Pianist: MarJean Damerval (WOV Bread of Life          

Liturgy). Holy Communion; Greeter: Barb Steffenson. 

Saturday, November 6 – 6pm: All Saints — Pianist: MarJean Damerval. Prayer of Blessing for MarJean 

and Denny as they depart for Arizona. Gift of Music: Kim Starr. Greeters: Lee & Judy Pearce. 

Saturday, November 13 – 6pm: Pentecost 25 — Pianist: Jane Cabaya (WOV Bread of Life liturgy);   

Holy Communion; Greeters: Lee & Judy Pearce. 

Saturday, November 20 – 6pm: Christ the King  — Pianist: Jane Cabaya (WOV Bread of Life liturgy);   

Holy Communion; Greeters: Lee & Judy Pearce. 

Wednesday, November 24 – 2pm: Thanksgiving Eve  — Pianist: Jane Cabaya (Liturgy of the WORD); 

Greeters: Lee & Judy Pearce. Pie Social Follows worship in the Fellowship Hall.  

Saturday, November 27 – 6pm: Advent I  — Pianist: Jane Cabaya (Advent liturgy); Greeters: Lee &  

Judy Pearce. Distribution of Free Advent Book - “The Littlest Watchman”. 

Thanks to Don & Peg Holtan, Julie Steffenson, and all of our  weekly servants who assist with      

worship; recording, ushering, setup, takedown, greeting, etc. Soli Deo Gloria! 

The Emmanuel Epistle! 



Cont. from page 1 ... 

Cwirla writes: “Jesus didn’t hang on a cross so that His Christians could go around with a dour look on their faces judg-

ing everyone around them. When Christians become overly critical of Halloween, they may create the false impression 

that Jesus does not reign now over all things, including the devil, that He has not conquered death by His dying and  

rising, or that the devil is to be feared more than God. Sour pietism on the part of Christians confirms the world’s     

mistaken notion that Christianity is nothing more than a religion of rules ruled by moral nannies who want to suck the 

fun out of everything. Martin Luther reminded us that we need to spite the devil every chance we get. Luther sure did, 

often in rather colorful ways. Halloween certainly affords the opportunity to sass the ‘old, evil foe.’ The best advice I 

can give is to spite the devil, honor Christ, and wipe that sour look off your face. Remember who you are in Holy    

Baptism: a baptized priest in Christ’s holy priesthood ‘that you may declare the wonderful deeds of Him who called you 

out of darkness into his marvelous light’ (1 Peter 2:9).” (Dancing on the Devil’s Grave, October 5, 2010 / Articles, The 

Magazine / By The LCMS). 

I’m not sure what your Hallowe’en traditions are. Perhaps you decorate your home and hand out sweet treats to “trick or 

treaters”. Maybe you carve a pumpkin & put a candle inside of it. Maybe you ignore the feast all together. As Luther-

ans, we know that every day is all about Jesus, the Atoning Sacrifice for our sins. In the words of Luther, we are at the 

same time (simultaneously) sinner and saint. For us, “All Hallows Eve — Reformation Day is a Godly reminder that we 

are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. This is the “eternal Gospel!” 

Growing up, I went trick-or-treating. We did it for UNICEF. My home church collected our coins and gave us donuts & 

hot chocolate. Then we went out into the neighborhood and collected a stash of candy. In other words, I earned my   

cavities. This year I am encouraging members of Emmanuel to decorate or a to carve a pumpkin prayerfully. You can 

see the video that I posted on our Emmanuel Facebook Page. See also page 5 of this newsletter. I’ve served in          

congregations where we hosted Hallowe’en alternatives or an annual Trunk of Treat in the church parking lot.  

John Piper writes, “I hope all Christians think biblically and carefully about any holiday, any event, and how they might 

be salt and light in it. And if they feel like this can be of value to the kids in some way, to teach them—if it can be an 

innocent way of enjoying God’s grace and teaching lessons—so be it. I’m willing to run the risk of attachment to world-

liness in order to be biblically faithful in witness. The same thing with Christmas & birthdays & Easter & worshiping on 

Sunday. All of these things have pagan connections. I want to be loose and broad and give freedom to believers to find 

their way to be most effective. So I respect those who are renouncing Halloween as too connected with evil. And I    

respect those who say, “No, let’s redeem it and use it” [to proclaim the Eternal Gospel!]” 

Hallowed be Thy Name, Pastor Dave 

Page 3 The Emmanuel Epistle! 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 
 

The women of Emmanuel Lutheran are currently 

enjoying a Bible study based on the book: 

Twelve Extraordinary Women by John MacArthur. 

Each chapter of the book looks at a different 

woman & their life, their struggles and their faith. A 

study guide at the end of the book is guiding our 

study and conversations. We are meeting twice a 

month at the home of Judy Pearce. November    

Sessions will be on Wednesdays, Nov. 3rd & 17th 

at 1:00pm. We will learn in November more about 

Sarah and Rahab. Leitha Bothun is leading us 

through the study guide as we discuss and share 

thoughts about these women from the Bible. Come 

join us for the study and stay for the treats! 

Men’s Bible Study (In-Person)                       

The men of Emmanuel Lutheran meet on Tuesday 
mornings at 8:30am via email & study the Bible 
Readings for the upcoming weekend. Let Pastor 

Dave know if you would like the study notes 
emailed to you. In-person studies will be offered 

on the following Wednesdays: Nov. 3, 10, & 17 at 
11am. Location: Oasis Church. Br ing a Bible, a 

friend, & a heart eager to hear God’s Word. 
 

MARKS OF DISCIPLESHIP!  

Faith Practices! Signposts guide our way:          

Disciples pray daily, worship weekly, grow   

spiritually, read & study Scripture on a regular 

basis, serve others, share the good news, and live 

& give generously. 
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NALC Disaster Response  
“Rochester Area Warehouse”  

The Rochester Area Disaster Response 
Warehouse is located on the property of 
Larry & Deb Vomhof. Our local Warehouse 
is 1 of 8 regional warehouses in the U.S. 
Items such as flood buckets, health kits,  
school kits, layettes, Bibles, & Home Depot 
or Lowes Gift Cards are always in demand.  
 

The youth of Emmanuel & their families 
gathered at our local warehouse on Sunday, 
October 24 at 1:30pm t o a ssemb le F lood  
Bucket Kits. They are putting discipleship 
into practice!  
 

Assembling...  
 

FLOOD BUCKETS!  

Emmanuel Nominating Committee 

Contact Lee Pearce, Julie Steffenson, Heather 
Mikesh, or Leitha Bothun if you are looking for 
ways to serve Christ and His Church. There are 

many ways to use your gifts for the glory of God. 

On the Ballot in January of 2022: 

* Council Member: 2-year term: 2 positions. 

* Nominating Committee: 4 needed; 1 year term 

* Audit Committee Members: 2 needed; one 3-year 
term, & one 2-year term. (Note: Don Wanek has 

one year remaining).  

 Lay Voting Members & Alternates for NALC 
(2023) & Mission District (2022) Convocations.  

 

Saturday School This Year!  
Stories on the MIRACLES in the Bible are being 

packaged in monthly sessions for youth age 4-grade 
3. Youth in grades 4-8 are invited to join Pastor 
Dave in a reading of C.S. Lewis’ “The Lion, the 

Witch & the Wardrobe”. Beginning in November, 
Pastor Dave is hosting a monthly Zoom Meeting for 
participating youth. Weekly instruction videos will 

be posted on our Emmanuel Facebook Page. 
 

Madonna Towers Ministry! 

In the past, prior to COVID-19 & his diagnosis of 

cancer, Pastor Dave offered bi-monthly worship  

services in the Skilled Care Chapel of Madonna 

Towers. This ministry has been on hold for the past 

18 months. On Wednesdays, Sept. 22 & Oct. 20 

(11am), Pastor Dave resumed this ministry. Our 

dear friends at the Madonna Towers were so pleased 

to welcome Pastor Dave back to their residence. 

The next Service of Worship will take place on 

Wednesday, November 24 at 11am. 
 

THANKS from Pastor Dave & Julie! 

Pastor Dave continues on a Chemo Break until his 

next CT SCAN and Blood Draw, which will take 

place on November 2. He has been on a chemo    

vacation since May 25. Pastor Dave & Julie are 

grateful to God for this miracle of healing and offer 

thanks to all their prayer warriors for their love and 

intercessions, & words of encouragement! 
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ADVENT GIFT for You! 

This year, each family at Emmanuel will receive a 
book entitled “The Littlest Watchman,” by Scott 
James. Pick up your free copy on Saturday, Nov. 

27 at worship. Watch the worship bulletins and the 
December Newsletter for more information. 

  

Children’s 
Nativity 

Saturday,      
December 18  

@ 6pm 

 

Children of  
Emmanuel and 

their friends 
will participate 
in the presentation of the Christmas Story on Dec. 

18. This year’s theme is “THE Christmas Miracle”. 
Advent invites us to Wait for it and to Watch for it! 

God always keeps promises!  

“Wake, awake, for night is flying, 
The watchmen on the heights are crying; 

Awake, Jerusalem, at last!”  

“Zion hears the watchmen singing, 
And all her heart with joy is springing, 
She wakes, she rises from her gloom;” 

Thanksgiving Eve Celebration - 2pm 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church will host a       

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service at Oasis 

Church on Wednesday, November 24 at 2pm.   

Following worship, store-bought pie will be served 

and enjoyed in the Oasis Fellowship Hall. We are 

also purchasing Thanksgiving Greeting Cards and 

encouraging members of Emmanuel to pick up a 

card or two and to send them to friends, neighbors, 

or co-workers. We will collectively spread the 

Good News of Jesus & the Spirit of Thanksgiving 

to others. Greeting Cards are available for sharing. 

We hope you can join us for our celebration of 

Thanksgiving to GOD! 

Carving those Pumpkins Prayerfully!  

Thanks to everyone who celebrated the Eve of All 
Saints Day (Halloween) by carving their pumpkins 
prayerfully! Matt & Jenna Serr, along with their 3 
girls offered their contribution to the celebration. 
Did you know that you can clean out the guts of 

your pumpkin & not just throw those seeds away? 
If you are a pumpkin carver who throws out the 

seeds, think again. Pumpkin seeds are loaded with 
vitamins, minerals, antioxidants, fiber, protein, and 
more. Wondering what to do with pumpkin seeds? 

They are easy to prepare and work not only as a 
snack, but also in savory & sweet recipes. Roasted 
pumpkin seeds are delicious! Did you know that 

every single part of a pumpkin is edible? Pumpkins 
are 92% water, but not all pumpkins are the same. 
You can take some of the seeds, clean them, dry 

them, store them, & then plant them in the Spring. 
Carve a pumpkin, & proclaim the GOSPEL! 

The Emmanuel Epistle! 



Back Page Stories  Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Got Thrivent Products? Don’t forget to 
designate your Choice Dollars. Call   
#1-800-847-4836 or go online at 
www.thrivent.org. We’ve received 
$1,445 in Thrivent Choice Dollars. 
Thank You! 
 

Acts 4:31—The Church Prayed! 
“And when they had prayed, the place 

in which they were gathered together 

was shaken, & they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit & continued to speak 

the Word of God with boldness.” 
 

Eternal Circle 

Cross 

See July Emmanuel 

Epistle Newsletter for 

an explanation of our 

Church Land Cross. 

is providing monthly worship at   

Madonna Towers. Things are       

beginning to move forward for our 

Implementation Team. LeRoy Quam 

will be installing the cross on our 

Church Land. The Nominating  

Committee has yet to meet. Kim 

Starr has been approved for member-

ship at Emmanuel. The SEMAC 

Winter Mission Trip will be Feb. 13-

25 in Gibson City, IL. Mission Plan 

Budgeting for 2022 is in process. 

Next Council Meeting: Thursday, 

November 4 at 1pm.  

Children’s Ministry! 
 

Worship Bags are available for  
kids each week. We hope children 
enjoy these worship resources. Pastor 
Dave continues to post Children’s 
Messages on our  Emmanuel    
Website & Facebook Page weekly. 

Church Council Highlights:   

October 5, 2021—Zoom Mtg. 
Budget Income for the month of Sept. 

was $6,137; expenses were $7,954. 

$10,305 has been donated/designated 

to our Building Fund #357 since April 

to cover additional costs of our      

upgraded Phase 1 Plan, bringing the 

total dollars available to $100,305. 

Stewardship Nuggets and 3rd. Quarter 

Giving Statements have been distrib-

uted. $475 was collected in support of 

the Gideon’s on Bible Saturday, Sept. 

25. Jean Wanek received a Thrivent 

Action Team grant of $250 in support 

of our Thanksgiving Eve Celebration. 

Pastor Dave will be on vacation from 

Oct. 14-21. Pastor Mark Schwartz 

will be our pulpit supply. Pastor Dave  

We’re on the Web: 

www.emmanuelofrochester.org  

Contact Information: 

253-302-9845 (Mobile) 
507-206-3048 (Home) 

pastordavesteffenson@gmail.com  

3819 - 18th Ave. NW,  

Rochester, MN  55901 

Attn. Pastor Dave Steffenson 

Emmanue l  Lu the ran  o f  
Roches te r ,  M inneso ta  

SAVE THE DATES! 

Saturday, January 29—Emmanuel 

Annual Meeting! 

Emmanuel Turns 10: Feb 25th, 2022. 

Let’s Celebrate! 

Implementation Team Update! 
 

The next meeting of the Building to Serve Implementation 
Team will be held on Sunday, Nov. 7 at 4pm at the home of 

Dan & Mary Jo Grimsrud. Dana Grimsrud will be leading our 
Team in a discussion on Fundraising. Things are happening 
on the Church Land. A beautiful cross, donated by LeRoy 
and Margaret Quam, will adorn the land proclaiming the 

eternal love of Jesus for sinners in need of salvation.       
Church Land Work Timeline: 

 De Cook Excavating will perform the site work the week 
of November 1, 2021. 

 Larry Vomhof & his crew will install shelter poles before 
freeze up with installation of the shelter during fall & winter. 

 Concrete floor wil be poured in the spring. 
 

 

LOOKING AHEAD! 

 Nov. 20 - Christ the King Worship! New Year’s Eve in 

the Life of the church! 

 Nov. 24 - Thanksgiving Eve Worship at 2pm with a pie 

social to follow in the Fellowship Hall. 

 Nov. 27 - Advent Begins! The Littlest Watchman. 

Devotional book/gift for families. 

 Saturday, December 18—Advent IV Worship with the 

Children’s Nativity at 6pm - The Littlest Watchman 

 December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship at 2pm. Theme 

this year is: “THE Christmas Miracle!” 
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