
What a blessing it was for 

Abraham to learn that the 

God who called and 

claimed him, controlled 

every circumstance of life, 

& had been around from 

eternity past and would be 

around for eternity to 

come.  

The cross is a symbol of 

our redemption and the 

circle, or ring, represents 

the symbol of eternity and 

never-ending existence. It 

also symbolizes Heaven 

because of its perfect   

symmetry & its unvarying 

balance. As an emblem for 

God, it suggests not only 

the perfection of God but 

the everlasting God. The 

circle speaks of God's love 

which has no beginning or 

end and, despite the pain 

and suffering of the cross, 

still continues to make 

atonement for our sins. 

Moses wrote about the 

eternity of God in Psalm 

90: “LORD, Thou hast 

been our dwelling place in 

all generations. Before the 

mountains were born, or  
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Pastor’s Keyboard: “Discipleship: For All Eternity”  

The Emmanuel Epistle! 

In Christ, God has designed 

a new way of walking for 

His people; for all eternity. 

The  mortal must put on          

immortality, and the       

perishable must put on the 

imperishable. Then shall 

come to pass the saying that 

is written, “Death is      

swallowed up in victory!” 

The grace of God is not a 

temporary antidote; it is a 

permanent atoning sacrifice 

for our sin, for all eternity. 

The cross, with the eternal 

circle proclaims this truth! 

St. Paul in his letter to the 

church at Ephesus reminds 

his fellow believers that we 

are saved by GRACE alone 

through FAITH alone in 

CHRIST alone! “Nothing in 

my hands I bring, Simply to 

Thy cross I cling; Naked, 

come to Thee for dress, 

Helpless, look to Thee for 

grace: Foul, I to the      

fountain fly, Wash me,   

Savior, or I die.” 

Paul reminds us that we 

were dead in our trespasses, 

& by nature children of 

wrath. But God, who is rich 

in mercy, made us alive  

together with Christ. For by 

grace you have been saved 

through faith. And this is 

not your own doing; it is the 

gift of God, not a result of 

works, so that no one may 

boast. For we are His   

workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared       

beforehand, that we should 

walk in them” Eph. 2:8-10. 

Abraham’s life was filled 

with uncertainty and       

insecurity. He longed for 

something permanent. In 

the town of Beersheba, the 

Lord revealed Himself to 

Abraham by the name of El 

Olam, which means “the 

eternal God.” This is the 

first time that name is   

mentioned in Scripture 

(Genesis 21:33).  

“Pra i s i ng ,  Proc la im ing  and  Prac t i c i ng  Emmanuel —God  w i th  us —in  da i ly  l i f e !”  
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Food For Thought: 
 

“You are witnesses that I 

am the only God,” says 

the LORD. From eternity 

to eternity I am God. No 

one can snatch anyone 

out of my hand. No one 

can undo what I have 

done.” - Isaiah 43:12-13 
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Celebrating Independence Day—July 4 

Happy Birthday U.S.A.. May God grant you & 

yours a safe, joyful, & reverent Fourth of July! 

“O beautiful for spacious skies, For amber waves 

of grain, For purple mountain majesties, Above 

the fruited plain! America! America! God shed 

his grace on thee, And crown thy good with 

brotherhood, From sea to shining sea!” 

Church Land Work Day—Saturday, June 5 

The burning pile has been reduced, the playground 

equipment is up and operable, and the church sign 

is LOUDLY proclaiming the presence of            

Emmanuel. It was a HOT, but fruitful work day! 

Thank you to everyone who participated! 

Men’s Bible Study (Email & In-Person) 

The men of Emmanuel Lutheran are currently  
meeting on Tuesday mornings at 8:30am via email 
& studying the Scripture Lessons for the upcoming 
weekend. Let Pastor Dave know if you would like 
the study notes. We will have In-Person studies on: 
Wednesdays, June 30, and July 7 & 14 at 11am. 
Location: Oasis Church Worship Space; or weather 
permitting, we’ll meet outdoors. Bring a Bible & a 
heart eager to hear God’s Word. 
 

Emmanuel Mini VBS - August 8 (2-4pm) 

Emmanuel is hosting a MINI-VBS on Sunday,  

August 8 from 2-4pm on the Church Land, weather 

permitting. One Day! Two Hours! For children  

ages 4 through fourth grade, AND their friends! 

“Story Telling” with Pastor Dave. Music & crafts, 

snacks, recreation, & a gift surprise! Interested in 

helping out or attending? Contact Pastor Dave!  
 

GOSPEL Summer Concert Series! 

Trinity Lutheran in St. Charles invites you to 

their Gospel Summer Concert Series; Wednesdays 

at 6:30pm on the green space behind the St. 

Charles City Hall. Matt & Brenda Stier will   

perform on July 21st. The Ravens Fire Band will 

perform on August 18th. A freewill offering will 

be received at each concert, which will benefit the 

holy work of God in the local community. 

WORSHIP FOR July 2021 — 6pm 
 

Emmanuel will continue to offer in-person worship weekly on Saturday nights at 6pm as well as online 
worship opportunities via the Emmanuel Facebook Page and the Emmanuel Church Website. Thanks for 
worshiping with us in person and virtually online. We will offer the Lord’s Supper on July 3 & 24 during 
worship in prefilled cups. Sermon Series on Ephesians: July 10-August 28. 
 

Saturday, June 26 – 6pm: Pentecost 5 — Pianist—Mary Ann Groven; (Summer Liturgy) 
 

Saturday, July 3 – 6pm: Pentecost 6 — Pianist—Karen Salz (Summer Liturgy with Holy Communion) 
 

Saturday, July 10 – 6pm: Pentecost 7 — Pianist—MarJean Damerval (Holden Evening Prayer Liturgy) 
 

Saturday, July 17 – 6pm: Pentecost 8 — Pianist—MarJean Damerval (Holden Evening Prayer Liturgy) 
 

Saturday, June 24 – 6pm: Pentecost 9 — Pianist: Mary Ann Groven (Summer Liturgy with H.C.) 
 

Saturday, July 31 – 6pm: Pentecost 10 — Pianist: Mary Ann Groven (Summer Liturgy—pulpit supply: 
Rev. Waldemar Gies) 
 

Thanks to Don Holtan for  r ecording our  Worship Services and to Julie Steffenson, Peg Holtan, Lee 
& Judy Pearce, Rich & Janet Sunde, Jeff Patzke, Fred Morck, Barb Steffenson, Julie Engle, Jean Wanek, 
LeRoy Quam, & Larry & Deb Vomhof for assisting with worship; ushering, setup, takedown, & greeting. 

The Emmanuel Epistle! 
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Implementation Team — Judy Pearce 

We are continuing to move forward with the           

development of our Emmanuel property at the corner 

of 18th Avenue NW and 75th Street NW. Many of our 

members joined-in and made great progress with site 

improvement on our workday on June 5th. A heartfelt 

‘thank you’ goes out to all who helped, despite the hot 

weather. Lots of good fellowship and food topped-off 

the successful event. 

Here’s a quick summary of some of our            

accomplishments & future timeline events: 

1) The Emmanuel Lutheran Church sign has been 

erected on the property to announce us as new     

members of the community. The sign is clearly visible 

from the highway. 

2) General site cleanup with brush burning & heavy 

grass mowing was part of our workday; a substantial 

amount of debris was removed from the site. 

3) A great gym set with swings and sliding board was 

erected and field-tested by three of Emmanuel’s 

young ladies who gave it a hearty thumbs-up. A     

special thanks to Darald & Leitha Bothun’s daughter 

and son-in-law for donating the playground set. 

The Implementation Team met on June 21st with AB 

Systems, Inc., our general contractor/designer to  

complete the architectural requirements for the picnic 

shelter (windows, doors, etc.) garage, driveway and 

electrical placement. July 1st is the target date to    

finalize the project plans and costs, which the church 

council will review before signing a contract. Some 

good news is that the cost of lumber and building   

materials is beginning to come down from record high 

prices. We know 

that God is     

blessing this     

project. We ask 

each of you to pray 

for His continued 

direction and  

guidance, and for 

each  member of 

the Implementation 

Team. Our goal is 

to do His will and 

to continue  

spreading the   

Gospel of          

salvation. 

—Continued from page 1... 

Thou didst give birth to the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God.” Isaiah called God 

“the high and exalted One who lives forever” (Isaiah 57:15). Paul referred to Him as “the King eternal” (1 Tim. 1:17).  

John Birch, 2016, www.faithandworship.com, writes: “The Circle is a fairly universal symbol among world religions, 

though the context may change. It is seen to represent the sun, the moon, the door through which we all were born, and 

the human eye. Since it has no beginning or end, it easily represents God's love; birth, the Alpha and Omega; eternity, 

that which has neither beginning nor end. The circle has become a part of our religious heritage, seen for example in the 

rose windows of our cathedrals. Or take the tradition of the Advent Wreath, which may well have had its origins in a 

pagan past. During the dark days of winter, sun-worshippers would burn a cartwheel to appease the sun god as they 

prayed for blessings of light and life. In the Reformation era, seeing the circular wheel as a symbol of the eternal,       

unchanging nature of God, Christians may have appropriated this symbol for their Advent observances. To symbolize 

God's gift of life, they covered the wheel with greens, and to symbolize the light brought into the world by Christ, they 

added candles. There is a legend of how St. Patrick when preaching to some soon-to-be converted heathens was shown a 

sacred standing stone that was marked with a pagan circle or wheel, symbolic of the sun or moon goddess. Patrick made 

the mark of a Latin cross through the circle and blessed the stone, effectively creating the first Celtic cross. 

There are no such things as past, present, and future with God. He created time and He can work within its framework, 

but He Himself is over and above it. He lives in one eternal now. Eternity supersedes time. Our eternal God is without 

beginning or end, free from the succession of events, and sufficient in Himself.  “And the witness is this, that God has 

given us eternal life, and this life (zoe) is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of 

God does not have the life” (1 John 5:11-12). In Christ Jesus, eternity (The Life) begins HERE and NOW! 

Emmanuel (God with us) for All Eternity, Pastor Dave 



Back Page Stories  home with them. We plan to resume 
Saturday School with our little ones on 
Sept. 11. Weekly Children’s Messages 

& take-home resources are being     
provided via our Church Website & 

Facebook Page. 
 

Cross with Eternal Circle 
 

Thanks is offered to LeRoy & Margaret 
Quam for their generous donation of an 

aluminum cross for the church land. 
LeRoy has spent countless hours on 
this project. We are hopeful that the 
new cross will soon mark the church 
land as a sign of God’s redemptive & 

eternal presence (John 3:16). 
 

Acts 4:31—The Church Prayed!  

“And when they had prayed, the place 

in which they were gathered together 

was shaken, & they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit & continued to speak 

the Word of God with boldness.” 

our presiding bishop, Pastor Dan  

Selbo. The church land work day 

(June 5) was a huge success! Things 

are moving forward with our upgrad-

ed Shelter/Storage Building. Thanks 

is offered to all who are supporting 

the Building Fund with their tithes 

and prayers! Tom Vomhof will serve 

on the Audit Committee for the    

remainder of 2021, taking Bob 

Mulvihill’s place. Jeff Patzke has 

received training for operating the 

sound &recording system for wor-

ship. Bible Saturday, Sept. 25th: 

Gary Froiland (Gideon’s). Next 

Council Meeting is July 8 at 1pm. 

Children’s Ministry 
 

Worship Bags are available for kids 
each week. We hope children enjoy 

these resources during worship. 
Youth are asked to take the bags 

Church Council Highlights   

June 23, 2021-Zoom Mtg. 

Budget Income for the month of May 

was $8,519.12 and Expenses were 

$8670.11, resulting in a monthly 

shortfall of $150.99. Don Holtan is 

applying for a Thrivent Action Team 

grant in support of our Emmanuel 

Church Picnic on August 1. Pastor 

Dave is looking for volunteers to   

assist with the Mini-VBS scheduled 

for Sunday, August 8. Rally Day will 

be held on September 11. Planning 

for fall adult Bible Studies is under-

way. The Iowa Mission District   

Convocation will be held in Emmons, 

MN on Saturday, Sept. 11. Judy   

Caudill, Deb Vomhof, & Pastor Dave 

are registered. The Keynote speaker is 

We’re on the Web: 

www.emmanuelofrochester.org  

Contact Information: 

253-302-9845 (Mobile) 
507-206-3048 (Home) 

pastordavesteffenson@gmail.com  

3819 - 18th Ave. NW 

Rochester, MN  55901 

Attn. Pastor Dave Steffenson 

Emmanue l  Lu the ran  o f  
Roches te r ,  M inneso ta  

SAVE THE DATES! 

Emmanuel Church Picnic 

Sunday, August 1 on the church land! 
 

Happy Birthday! 

Emmanuel turns 10 on Feb. 25, 2022! 

COVID-19 (The Honor System) 
Regulations regarding Covid-19 have been lifted or lessoned in 

our country, county, communities & churches. Presently,       
anyone who has been fully vaccinated is no longer required to 

wear a mask at Emmanuel Lutheran (inside the Oasis building). 
We will continue to use caution in our exercise of freedom, 

aware of the fact that some of our members have compromised 
immune systems. Thanks for loving others with the love of    

Jesus and exercising your freedom well! 

 

SEMAC Mission Work Trip—Larry Vomhof 
 

We (SEMAC) were planning on getting materials together and 
shipping them down to Fort Worth, but after Mary Bates      

traveled to Texas, she called me & said “the situation is really 
dire.” They need supplies, but they also need our helping hands. 

San Miguel Lutheran Church, an NALC Hispanic Church in 
Fort Worth, TX, had a foot of water in its building after pipes 
burst this past winter. Members of San Miguel also suffered a 
lot of damage to their homes; having minimal resources & no 
insurance. SEMAC traveled to Texas for servant work during 

the week of May 22-30. We stayed at Hope Lutheran Church in 
Cedar Hills, TX where Pastor Wendy (Gloria Wiebusch’s 

daughter) is a pastor with her husband Joel. They were so happy 
to have us stay there. SEMAC was able to work on the church 
in Fort Worth and also work on 4 homes in the area. We had a 
total of 18 people who were able to come for all or part of the 

week. As always we got more back than what we gave in   
memories and wonderful times with people who love the lord 

and were happy that we were there to help.  
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