The Emmanuel Epistle
“Praising, Proclaiming and Practicing Emmanuel —God with us—in daily life!”

Pastor’s Keyboard: “Discipleship: “Room in the Inn”
“God set the stars to give
light to the world; the star of
my life is Jesus. I want to
walk as a child of the Light.
I want to follow Jesus.” I
see that you do too! Christ
Jesus always has room in
His Inn for guests.
It’s the Season of Advent.
The Light of Christmas is
shining bright in the dark
days of Winter. Our Advent
and Christmas Theme this
year at Emmanuel is
“Joyous Light of Heavenly
Glory”. Jesus, the Great I
AM, is the Light of the
World. “In Him there is no
darkness at all. The night
and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the Light in the
City of God. Shine in my
heart Lord Jesus.”
Do you have a guest room
in your humble abode? A
familiar item in the birth
story of our Lord is the Inn.
Joseph, & his very pregnant
wife Mary, traveled to
Bethlehem to be enrolled
during a Roman Census.
Joseph was of the house and
lineage of David.
Bethlehem was the city of
David. While they were in
Bethlehem, the time came
for Mary to deliver her
firstborn child. Apparently
there was no room in the
Inn, so Jesus found his first
sleeping quarters in a stable.

A manger, a feeding trough
for animals, was his bed.
It’s interesting to note that
the accommodations that
Jesus & his family enjoyed
was probably a guest room.
The Greek word for guest
room is Kataluma. This
word is found only 3 times
in the New Testament:
Mark 14:14, and Luke 2:7
& 22:11.

“Christmas is a season
for kindling the fire for
hospitality in the hall,
the genial flame of
charity in the heart.”
—Washington Irving
Kataluma is a traveler’s
resting place, located in a
private home. In Luke 2,
the word Kataluma is
translated as “Inn”, but in
Luke 22, (The story of the
Last Supper) the same word
is translated as “guest
room”. Same word, but a
different translation.
When Luke recounts Jesus’
parable of the Good

Samaritan, a different
Greek word is used for
lodging place, namely,
pandokheion; which is the
normal word for an Inn. In
Luke 10:34, a good & kind
Samaritan, binds up the
wounds of an injured man
and sets him on his own
animal. He brings him to
an Inn and pays for the
stranger’s lodging.
Some biblical scholars
argue that the birthplace of
Jesus was actually in the
home of one of Joseph’s
extended family members,
a relative who lived in
Bethlehem. Crowded with
relatives in town for the
mandatory registration,
there was no room in the
“guest chamber” for Joseph
& Mary & Jesus.
A typical Jewish home in
Bethlehem would have
contained a main level and
a lower level. The lower
level would have been like
a cave, which would have
served as a storage place &
a protective pen for the
animals. The main level
would have served as a
—continued on page 3...
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Food For Thought:
“Do not forget to show
hospitality to strangers,
for by so doing some
people have shown
hospitality to angels
without knowing it.”
—Hebrews 13:2
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CHRISTMAS EVE
WORSHIP
Pass the WORD around.
Our Christmas Eve
Worship Service will be
on Monday, December
24 at 9pm.
Scott Schilbe and
friends will be offering an extended musical
prelude in honor of our Lord’s birth. Prelude
music begins at 8:40pm. Our Service of Worship
will feature Carols, Candle Lighting, and
Communion. This year’s theme is: “Joyous Light
of Heavenly Glory”. Special invite cards are
available for distribution.

SCHILBE FAMILY FAREWELL
Rev. Scott Schilbe has accepted a call to serve as
pastor of Messiah Lutheran Church, Carlyle, IL.
A coffee hour reception will be served on
Saturday, December 15 to say goodbye to our
worship pianist and his family. “God be with you
Pastor Schilbe as the Lord leads you and your
family into new opportunities of worship and
service. Thanks for sharing your time and talents
with the people of Emmanuel Lutheran!”
2019 DISCIPLESHIP COVENANTS
Membership at Emmanuel is an annual renewal.
64 Covenants were signed in 2018. Enrollment
has begun! Thanks for walking the walk with
Jesus, & making Emmanuel your church home.

WORSHIP SERVANTS FOR DECEMBER
Saturday, December 1 - Advent I (6pm)
PIANIST: MarJean Damerval (Holden Evening Prayer)
Scripture Reader: Larry Vomhof
Communion Assistant: Julie Steffenson
Ushers: Darald Bothun & Bob Harms
Sound & Coffee: Don & Peg Holtan
Acolyte: Addison Siebenaleer
Treats: Leitha Bothun
Saturday, December 8 - Advent II (6pm)
PIANIST: Scott Schilbe (Holden Evening Prayer)
Scripture Reader: Julie Steffenson
Communion Assistant: Julie Steffenson
Ushers: Larry Vomhof & Tom Vomhof
Sound & Coffee: Don & Peg Holtan
Acolyte: Ava Siebenaler
Treats: Katie Siebenaler
Saturday, December 15 - Advent III (6pm)
PIANIST: Scott Schilbe (Holden Evening Prayer)
Scripture Reader & Communion Assistant: Deb Vomhof
Guest Violinist: Kailey Peterson
Ushers: Brock Edwards & LeRoy Quam
Sound & Coffee: Don & Peg Holtan
Acolyte: PENDING
Treats: Julie Steffenson (Schilbe farewell)
Saturday, December 22 - Advent IV (6pm)
PIANIST: Scott Schilbe (Holden Evening Prayer)
Scripture Reader: PENDING
Communion Assistant: Katie Siebenaler
Ushers: Rich Sunde & Creig Anderson
Sound & Coffee: Don & Peg Holtan
Acolyte: PENDING
Treats: PENDING
Monday, December 24 - Christmas Eve (9pm) PIANIST: Scott Schilbe (LBW Liturgy)
Scripture Reader & Prayers, & Communion Assistant: Lee Pearce
Musicians: Engelmann & Kurtz
Ushers: Bob Mulvihill & PENDING
Sound: Don Holtan
Acolyte: PENDING
NOTE: Extended Pr elude begins at 8:40pm
Saturday, December 29 - Christmas I (6pm)
PIANIST: MarJean Damerval (LBW Liturgy)
Scripture Reader & Prayers: Lee Pearce
Communion Assistant: Lee Pearce
Ushers: LeRoy Quam & PENDING
Sound & Coffee: Don & Peg Holtan
Acolyte: PENDING
Treats: Judy Pearce
NOTE: Our Children’s Nativity will be on Saturday, December 22. J ulie Steffenson will take car e of set
up & Janet Sunde & friends will take care of the take down during the month. Lee & Judy Pearce will take care
of set up on December 29. Pastor Dave will preach at all Worship Services except December 29, when our
guest preacher will be Rev. Waldemar Gies.
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continued from page 1...

sleeping & living space. Some homes would have had an upper level “guest chamber” as well. Joseph, & his pregnant
wife Mary, would have been given the “quite serviceable lower floor” out of respect of her need for privacy & space.
Kenneth Bailey, a Middle Eastern and New Testament scholar, points out, “The (Palestinian) reader [of Luke’s account]
instinctively thinks, ‘Manger—oh—they are in the main family room. Why not the guest room?’ Luke instinctively
replies, ‘Because there was no place for them in the guest room.’ The reader concludes, ‘Ah, yes—well, the family
room is more appropriate anyway.’ Thus, with the translation ‘guest room,’ all of the cultural, historical and linguistic
pieces fall into place” (p. 104). Joseph and Mary arrive in Bethlehem. They find shelter with a family member whose
separate guest room is full [or too small], and are accommodated among the family in acceptable village style. The birth
of Jesus takes place there on the raised terrace of the family home, and the baby Jesus is laid in an adjacent manger.
Since 1986, Tom Bodett has been the spokesman for the motel chain “Motel 6”, ending commercials with the phrase,
“I'm Tom Bodett for Motel 6, and we'll leave the light on for you.” In the Season of Christmas, there’s always room in
Christ’s guest chamber for you! Jesus is the Light of the World. God promises to leave the LIGHT on for you, in you, &
through you! Make room in your heart for Jesus and room in your humble abode for a guest. Isaiah writes: “Is not this
the fast that I choose,” says the LORD? “Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into
your house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?” In Romans 12:13, St.
Paul writes, “Contribute to the needs of the saints & seek to show hospitality.” When we welcome the stranger, we
welcome Jesus. When we welcome Jesus, we welcome the One who sent Him.
We want to walk as a child of the Light. The star of our life is Jesus! Shine in our hearts, Lord Jesus! (See Page 6 for an
illustration of hospitality.) No longer darkness, we are light in the Lord. Blessed Advent to you & yours!
Merry Christmas! Inn Christ’s Love, Pastor Dave

Christmas Goodie Bags for Kids
Julie Engle received a Thrivent Action Team grant
& is assembling special Christmas Bags for all
youth who attend worship on December 22. Each
year the children of our congregation and their
friends present the Nativity Story in worship. This
year’s Children’s Nativity will be on Saturday,
Dec. 22 at 6pm. Pass the word around & join us!

Delivering Holiday Care
Judy Pearce is coordinating a Thrivent Action
Team project that will begin during the last week
of November. The project will involve taking trays
of purchased cookies to three area healthcare
hospitality houses: Gift of Life Transplant House,
The American Cancer Society Hope Lodge, and
The Ronald McDonald House. Postcards inviting
visitors to worship at Emmanuel during the
Holidays will also be delivered. Please let Judy
Pearce know if you would like to help deliver
cookies & worship invites on the following
Thursdays: Nov. 29; following the Women’s Bible
Study on Dec. 6 & 13; and on December 20th at
2:30pm. Also, please let Judy know if you are
available to help provide transportation for our
guests to Emmanuel Lutheran Church for worship.

The Lutheran Study Bible
Top 12 Reasons to Purchase!
This month: Reasons #2 & #1.
#2. The Lutheran Study Bible gives you practical
helps and aids to strengthen your life of prayer and
meditation on God’s Word with life application
notes and prayers throughout the Bible. A good
study Bible does not have to read like stereo
instructions.
#1. The Lutheran Study Bible is the first, and only,
study Bible in English prepared entirely from the
ground up by Lutherans, offering a uniquely keen
focus on the proper distinction between Law and
Gospel, shining a brilliant light on the heart &
center of the Scriptures: Christ and Him crucified,
risen and ascended for your salvation—it’s all
about Jesus, in every way, for you.

Year-End Gifts & Offerings
Members wishing to give a year-end contribution
to the 2018 Emmanuel Budget, or a Designated
Gift, will need to do so by Saturday, December 29.
Thanks for your attention to this matter.

The Emmanuel Epistle

Page 4

A Word from our Church Council President, Lee Pearce: “A Special Time”
“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:” (Eccl. 3:1). This
is the opening verse of Ecclesiastes Chapter 3, where Solomon poetically compares 14 pairs of
opposites to demonstrate that God has a sovereign design behind all events. This ear-catching verse
has been used by preachers, professors, politicians, and even 1960’s rock-’n-roll musicians to
emphasize the importance of certain times and events in our lives.
We at Emmanuel Lutheran Church are at a very important time in our congregational life, a time
that demands energy, vision, ideas and leadership. To provide better opportunity for those things to
coalesce, I will step-down from my position on our church council after our annual meeting next
month. I have been privileged to serve our congregation in an elected position for five years, four
of those as your council president. This decision came after much prayer and careful consideration.
I did not intend to pursue another council term at our annual meeting last January, but felt called to
do so when pastor was diagnosed with prostate cancer last fall and anticipated surgery during the
summer. I made that decision after discussing all options with Pastor Dave. By the grace of God,
his medical team decided on a different treatment protocol not requiring surgery or a lengthy
recovery period.
Now is the time for other dedicated members to step forward & help guide our path. This decision
to leave the elected position does not affect any other area of my spiritual covenant dedication at
Emmanuel. I will continue in to be involved in everything I currently do; I just won’t be on the
church council.

I know that God has a sovereign plan for each of us and for our place in the life of Emmanuel
Lutheran Church to provide ministry to the citizens of Rochester and southeastern Minnesota. Let’s
all dedicate ourselves to the mission Jesus gave when he said, “Go…make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you….” (Matthew 28:19-20a).
Your co-worker for Christ, Lee Pearce
“Building for the Future”
GOAL: $100,000
YTD we’ve received gifts in excess of $88,000 in
support of our Building Fund. Praise God! We’ve
almost got our “GOT CHANGE” Jar filled for a
second time. Our Good Lord is building a future
for His beloved Emmanuel. The Site Assessment
Team (Julie Edwards, David Carl, Jenna Serr, &
Tom Vomhof) are meeting on December 2 to
evaluate our present church site and to explore
other options for the future. Remember to give
this Team your input. Thanks for being generous.
Thanks for believing that, IN CHRIST, our Best
Years are always ahead of us!

EMMANUEL PENS
Don Holtan received a
Thrivent Action Team
grant for the purchase
of 250 Emmanuel
pens. During the Holy
Days of Advent, Wish
someone a Merry
Christmas, give them an Emmanuel pen, and
invite them to join you for Worship.
“I'm a little pencil (or perhaps an Emmanuel
pen) in the hand of a writing God, who is
sending a love letter to the world.”
Mother Teresa
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Worship Musicians—Update
Five gifted musicians are offering their time and
talents in service to Christ & His Church. In 2019,
worshippers will be blessed with the gifts of five
accomplished worship pianists. Emmanuel thanks
God for Karen Salz, MarJean Damerval, Annette
Engelmann, Beth Daede, & Mary Ann Groven.

SEMAC MISSION TRIP
This year’s SEMAC mission work will be done in
Wilmington, N.C. from February 10-22. Workers
and Financial Support are welcomed! An
Organization Meeting will be held on January 4
(7pm) at the home of Larry and Deb Vomhof.
Contact Larry Vomhof for more information.

Women’s Bible Study: “The Psalter”
Women of Emmanuel are concluding their study
of the Book of Psalms (The Psalter). The Book
of Psalms was Israel’s Prayer Book & Hymn
Book. Martin Luther saw the imprint of Jesus on
every page & verse of the Psalter. The final two
sessions are on December 6 (Psalms 120-134) &
December 13 (Psalms 51 & 139). The women
meet on Thursdays at Oasis Church at 1pm.

TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
Bell Ringing Service - Jan. 5, 2019
Emmanuel will have a special worship liturgy on
Saturday night, January 5, 2019 in celebration of
the Season of Christmas. Did you know that
Christmas is a Church Season & not just a one day
holiday? Did you know that the Keeping of the 12
Days is a Tradition that began in 567 AD, the
purpose of which was to allow God’s people more
time to reflect upon the gift of the Incarnation &
to celebrate God’s presence among us as
Emmanuel? Bring a bell and help us celebrate the
birth of Christ, & ring in the New Year 2019!

Saturday School in December
Each Saturday night at 5:10pm, youth will enjoy
Bible Stories on the Birth of Jesus throughout the
month of December. The older kids will continue
reading about Narnia and THE LAST BATTLE.
Youth will also practice and prepare for the
reenactment of the Nativity Story, which will be
featured in worship on Saturday, December 22.
NO Saturday School & G.I.F.T. on December 29!

Advent Worship
Saturdays at 6pm
THEME:
“Joyous Light of
Heavenly Glory”
Dec. 1: “Wake Me With The Morning Light”
Dec. 8: “Let Your Light So Shine”
Dec. 15: “The Light Is Here”—Violinist: Kailey Peterson
Dec. 22: “Blessed Be The Light” — Children’s Nativity
Dec. 24: “The Light Shines in the Darkness” (Christmas
Eve Worship at 9pm—Carols, Candlelight & Communion)
Jan. 5: Bell Ringing Wor ship — 12 Days of Christmas

Book Review: The Gospel comes
with a House Key: Practicing
Radically Ordinary Hospitality in
Our Post-Christian World.
By Rosaria Butterfield
“Raw. Unvarnished. Personal. Real.”
“Butterfield is an extraordinary person
with unusual gifts and a granite
determination to open up her home to
strangers.” Missional evangelism is
Christ-centered hospitality. Our homes
are not intended to be fortresses or
castles, but rather, incubators and
hospitals. Hospitality is “using your
Christian home in a daily way that
seeks to make strangers neighbors, and
neighbors family of God.” “Long story
short, non-Christians unlikely to walk
under a steeple may very well walk
over our threshold, if only we’d invite
them inside.” Bring the Gospel Home!
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Madonna Towers says: “Thank You!”
Katie Tanner lives on the 11th floor of the Towers. She is a
regular worshiper at the Wednesday “skilled care” chapel
services. Katie wrote the a thank you to our congregation: “Dear
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, I just had to thank you for the
wonderful service and refreshments and fellowship that we
received Thanksgiving Eve. I also want to tell you how I was
blessed. I was sitting in a pew by myself. A young girl named
Addison introduced herself to me and asked if I would like
some company. I couldn’t have asked for a better gift! We had a
quiet conversation before the service & it was wonderful! I was
very impressed with the kindness that was shown to me by
Addison. Eternally Grateful, Katie Tanner—Madonna Towers.”

3819 - 18th Ave. NW,
Rochester, MN 55901
Attn. Pastor Dave Steffenson
Contact Information:
253-302-9845 (Mobile)
507-206-3048 (Home)
pastordavesteffenson@gmail.com

We’re on the Web:
www.emmanuelofrochester.org

Children’s Book: December , by Eve Bunting

SAVE THE DATES!
“Annual Meeting”
Saturday, January 26 at 3:30pm
Potluck at 4:45pm
“Children’s Nativity”—Saturday,
December 22 at 6pm.

It’s Christmas Eve and Simon and his mother are celebrating the
birth of Jesus in a cardboard house they built for themselves.
Mother and son are homeless. They have a tiny tree with a few
ornaments and a makeshift crèche. A torn page from a calendar
is pinned to the wall. It’s a Christmas Angel. Her name is
December. Together, mother and son sleep under a coat that
belonged to Simon’s dad. A stranger comes to their door
seeking hospitality. It is given! The stranger takes a fake rose
from her hat & places it on the tree. Simon gives the woman his
Christmas Cookie. In the morning the woman is gone. The
Christmas Angel, December, has a faded rose in her hair.

Back Pa ge Stories
Madonna Towers Ministry:
Pastor Dave is leading worship &
preaching at the Madonna Towers
Skilled Care Chapel twice a month on
Wednesdays in 2018. Members of
Emmanuel are invited to participate in
this ministry to seniors of our
community. Our next Worship
Services will be on Wednesdays,
December 5 & 19 at 1:00pm . Give
Lee Pearce a call if you would like to
help with this ministry.

Men’s Morning Bible Study: The

men of Emmanuel Lutheran meet on
Tuesday mornings (8am) at Oasis
Church for Bible Study & fellowship.
The men are currently studying the
Psalms appointed for weekly worship.
Join us each week for conversation
and coffee!

Church Council Highlights:
Nov. 8: Income for October was
$7,337. Expenses were $8,178. YTD
Thrivent Choice Dollars: $1,198.00.
YTD shortfall is significant. We will
need total income of $20,000+ in the
months of November & December to
meet our 2018 Budget. Dates for
worship at Madonna Towers in Jan.May, 2019 have been set. Pastor will
be on vacation December 27-January
4; Rev. Waldemar Gies will serve as
pulpit supply on December 29.
Twenty new copies of the Reclaim
hymnal have been purchased from
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. Judy
Pearce has met with Care Team
members for 2019. First Draft of
2019 Budget noted that rent at Oasis
Church is increasing $1200 next
year. Also Pastor’s healthcare costs

are increasing by $1,440. Budget will
include a line item of $500 for Care
Ministry. Emmanuel Vision Brochure
was approved. Next Council Meeting
will be December 6 at 10am.

Nominating Committee: Is God
calling you to serve in leadership at
Emmanuel Lutheran? Opportunities:
Church Council, Audit Committee,
Voting Delegates, or Nominating
Committee. Thanks to Tom Vomhof
who will serve on Council as our
Church Treasurer. Judy Caudill will
complete Tom’s remaining time on the
Audit Committee.

Pastor Dave is taking Monday as
his weekly day off. Please call for
emergencies only. Thanks for
your partnership in ministry!

