
 

 

Worship—Eve of 
Transfiguration 

February 13, 2021   
6:00 p.m. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

* indicates stand as you are able 

Prelude 

Welcome/Announcements: “Sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked 
with the cross of Christ forever, we are praising, proclaiming & 
practicing Emmanuel – God with us – in daily life!” 

*Song: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”—#526 

*Greeting: 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the   
Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And Also with you. 

P: In the beginning was the Word, 

C: And the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

P: In the Word was life, 

C: And the life was the light of all people. 

P: The Word became flesh and lived among us, 

C: And we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. (John 1) 

*Song: “Word of God, Come Down on Earth”           WOV #716 

“Word of God, come down on earth, living rain from heaven 
descending: touch our hearts and bring to birth faith and hope 
and love unending. Word almighty, we revere you; Word 
made flesh, we long to hear you.  

Word eternal, throned on high, Word that brought to life    
creation, Word that came from heaven to die, crucified for our 
salvation; saving Word, the world restoring, speak to us, your 
love outpouring.” 
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Offering (No passing of baskets; offerings may be placed in the 
basket located by the church entrance as one leaves; offerings of 
support may also be given electronically or sent via U.S. mail. 
Thanks for supporting the ministry of Emmanuel.) 

*Prayers (L: Lord in your mercy...C: Hear our Prayer.) 

*Lord’s Prayer: Traditional Version 

*Benediction 

*Sending Song: “Alleluia, Song Of Gladness”—WOV #654 

*Dismissal: 

P: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.  

C:Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

WORSHIP SERVANTS Tonight: 

Pianist: Mary Ann Groven 

Assisting Minister, Scripture Reader & Prayers: Julie Steffenson 

Ushers: Pending 

Sanitizing Team: Lee & Judy Pearce           Sound: Don Holtan  

 

Set-up and Take-down: Julie Steffenson & Peg Holtan 
 

Acts 4:31—The Church Prayed! 
 

“And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered 
together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 

and continued to speak the Word of God with boldness. 
 

Each day at 4:31pm, Members and Friends of Emmanuel are     
connecting for prayer while staying put in their own homes. Send 
prayer requests to Pastor Dave Steffenson. Thanks for joining us. 

At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow and every tongue    
confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father.”  

 

Thanks for worshiping with us this evening. Your presence is 
your gift to us. We pray that our Service of Worship is a blessing 
to you. Sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of 
Christ forever, we are praising, proclaiming and practicing   
Emmanuel – God with us – in daily life! Epiphany! Shining 
Bright for Jesus! Visit us at: www.emmanuelofrochester.org  



 

*Salutation and Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you.                C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray: O God, at the glorious transfiguration of your only 
Son, you confirmed the mystery of our faith by the witness of the 
disciples and by your own voice from the cloud. Mercifully     
complete our adoption as your children, and give us, with our 
King, an inheritance of his glory. Grant this, we pray, through    
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

First Lesson: Exodus 34:29-35  

Psalm 50:1-6 (Responsively by half verse)       SEE INSERT 

Second Lesson: II Corinthians 3:12-13, 4:1-6 

*Gospel Verse: “Alleluia” — WOV page 31 

*Holy Gospel: Mark 9:2-9 

Children’s Message: “Watcha Preaching?” (Posted on Facebook) 

Sermon: “It’s Better Higher Up!”              Rev. David Steffenson 

*Song of the Day: “How Good, Lord, to Be Here”—#89 

*Confession: 

P: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation. 

C: We believe in Him and are marked with the seal of the 
promised Holy Spirit. 

P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 
the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was      
crucified, died, & was buried. He descended into hell. On the 
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, & is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy   
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, & the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

P: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C: Pray in the Holy Spirit. 

P: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C: Look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

P: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

C: Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has   
become new! 

P: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let 
us be reconciled to God and to one another. Gracious God, 

C: Have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us 
by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of 
life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

C: Amen. 

P: Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one 
another, agree with one another, live in peace. The peace of the 
Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. (Sharing of God’s peace may be done as 
an expression from the heart, without actual contact.) 
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February 13, 2021 

Eve of Transfiguration - 6 pm 
 

“Praising, Proclaiming and Practicing 
Emmanuel—God with us—in daily life!” 

 

Palms! 
We are collecting palm fronds tonight  
for our Ash Wednesday Ashes. Lent   
begins on Wednesday, Feb. 17 with  

worship & the Lord’s Supper at 6pm. 
Ashes and Holy Communion will be 
safely distributed; & “Soup to Go!” 

 

SEMAC Mission Trip to Pensacola, 
Florida -- February 7-19 

Please keep Larry Vomhof and his   
servant team members in your prayers as 

they travel to Florida and offer the     
compassion of Christ to people in need. 
Contact Larry if you would like more 

information about SEMAC. 
 

Men’s Bible Study IN-PERSON 
Join us on Wednesday, Feb. 24 from 11am
-12:00 Noon for a study of the appointed 
Bible Readings for the week ahead. We’ll 
meet in the Oasis Church, wearing masks 

& practicing safe, physical distancing. 
Bring a Bible, and a heart for Jesus. 

 

The February Emmanuel Epistle    
Newsletter & Prayer Calendar are 

available! Also, pick up your copy of 
Our Daily Bread Devotional for         

December-February. 

The Emmanuel Weekly  

CALENDAR ITEMS 
 

 Saturday, February 13 

Transfiguration Worship 

at 6pm; Distribution of 

the Valentine's “You are 

Loved” Gifts 

 Tuesday, February 16 

Men’s Email Bible Study 

@ 8:30am. 

 Wednesday, Feb. 17  

Ash Wednesday Worship 

at 6pm; Soup To Go! 

 Midweek Virtual Worship 

during the Season of 

Lent: “Real Presence in 

Unexpected Places!” 
Join us for Midweek 
worship via our 
Emmanuel Facebook 
page each week. 

 Saturday, February 20 
Lent I Worship at 6pm;  

 4:31 — Prayer Time!  

Soup To Go! M’m! M’m! Good! During the Saturdays in Lent, 
Emmanuel is collecting store-bought soup which will be given to 
the local Salvation Army Food Pantry. On Ash Wednesday, Feb. 
17, Emmanuel will host a Worship Service with the Imposition of  
Ashes & Holy Communion. Following Worship, participants will 
receive soup to take home & eat, and soup to share with a shut-in. 
 

The Salvation Army: “I 
came for food, but I found so 
much more!” “When I came 
to The Salvation Army, I 
came because I was hungry. I 
had never felt this hungry in 
my life, truthfully I can't     
remember the last time I ate. I 
had a friend tell me about this 
place so I went. What I found 
was more than food, it was a 
reason to stay alive. I had 

given up on life & I was done. However, I could see a hope here & 
I think it is because of The Salvation Army that I stay full and alive 
every day.” More than food, Hope is given in the name of Jesus! 
 

LENT 2021 

Lent will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 17 with Worship at 
6pm. The Imposition of Ashes and the Lord’s Supper will be offered 
with “physical distancing care”. We will not be hosting midweek 
soup suppers and services as we have done in the past. Pastor Dave 
will prepare and post a midweek message with music on our         
Emmanuel Facebook Page and Church Website. Our Lenten Theme 
this year is “Real Presence in Unexpected Places!” In the Season of 
Lent, as we walk with Jesus to the cross, we will see how God       
reveals Himself continually in unexpected places and unexpected 
ways. Marked with the cross of Christ, God opens our eyes to behold 
His Real Presence, His saving grace, in the flesh of our crucified and 
risen Savior. We can expect the unexpected, because God is with us, 
in us, for us and working through us! Real Presence! Saving Grace 
for the World! 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Rochester, Minnesota          
Contact Information: 3819—18th Ave. NW, Rochester, MN 
Phone: 507-206-3048  www.emmanuelofrochester.org 



 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

L: With gratitude for the gift of Christ, let us draw near to our 
heavenly Father in prayer, asking his mercy for the Church, the 
world, and all who need his loving-kindness. 
 

A brief silence 
 

L: Most holy Father, thank you for showing us Jesus unmasked 
and unveiled! Thank you for showing us what we will look like 
when we truly see Him as He is. Reveal your saving presence in 
us, so that others may see Jesus’ forgiveness & love for them, 
shining through us. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Let your Son rule gloriously in the Church throughout the 
world. Through its words and deeds, shed the light of Christ’s 
mercy on all who need them. Make the Church your new Zion, 
so that many are drawn to the perfection of Christ’s beauty, and 
are saved. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Shed the light of Jesus’ love on Christians who suffer at the 
hands of others for his sake. Let that holy love touch, purify and 
transform them, & those who hate them. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Moses the Lawgiver and Elijah the Prophet bore witness to 
your Son, the King of the nations. Grant their wisdom and  
righteousness to the leaders of the world. Through their          
decisions and actions, let them bear witness to their coming 
King. Help them use authority with wisdom and integrity. Help 
them to lead their people into paths of justice, righteousness, and 
peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: We beseech you to shed the light of your strong saving love 
upon all who sit in the darkness and shadows of pain, fear, lone-
liness, despair, sickness or sorrow. Especially we name before 
you: [NAMES]. Let them see the light of your countenance, and 
grant them your saving help. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Father, through the passion, death and resurrection of your 
dear Son, you bestow the imperishable light of your glory to 
all who die trusting in you. We commend into your keeping 
our departed loved ones. Let Christ be the lamp to our feet and 
the Light to our pilgrim path. Give us ears eager to listen to 
him & eyes willing to see him in every circumstance of life. 
Bring us to that day when, with all the redeemed, we gaze   
upon his face and worship him in the splendor of light and life 
which he shares with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

P: Graciously hear, and generously answer, our prayers and 
petitions, dear Father, as may be best for us and to your   
greater glory, thorough your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
Emmanuel Care Team: Special thanks to the Emmanuel 
Care Team members who are distributing the love of Jesus 
tonight following worship in celebration of Valentine's Day—
February 14. “YOU ARE LOVED” is a visible expression of 
the love of God in the lives of those who give and those who 
receive. Thanks for being a servant of Jesus! You are loved 
and you are loving! Thanks to Judy Pearce, Peg Holtan and 
JeanWanek for the Distribution of the Valentine's “You are 
Loved Gifts!” 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars: If you have Thr ivent products, 
please check and see if you have Choice Dollars available for 
distribution. 2020 Choice Dollars expire on March 31. Use 
them or lose them. Go online at www.thrivent.org or call #1-
800-847-4836. Emmanuel has received $2,304.00 in Thrivent 
Choice Dollars in 2020. Thank You! 
 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Rochester, Minnesota          
Contact Information: 3819—18th Ave. NW, Rochester, 

MN Phone: 507-206-3048  www.emmanuelofrochester.org 



 

Gospel Reading: Mark 9:2-9 
 

P: The Holy Gospel According to St. Mark the 9th. Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

2 After six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and 
led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured 
before them, 3 and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no 
one on earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah 
with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5 And Peter said to 
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, 
one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 For he did not 
know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 And a cloud overshad-
owed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved 
Son; listen to him.” 8 And suddenly, looking around, they no longer 
saw anyone with them but Jesus only. 9 And as they were coming 
down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had 
seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.                                                             
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Transfiguration of our Lord: As Moses & then Jesus ascended the 
mountain, their faces shone brightly in the presence of God. The   
disciples of Jesus, just like the Israelites at the bottom of Mount     
Sinai, experienced a theophany that left them frightened & confused. 
Paul interpreted the two events as one where hardness of heart was 
the issue, and the other where the veil of mystery was finally revealed 
in the salvation of Christ. 
 

Children’s Worship Bags: Worship Bags are available for kids 
each week. We hope children enjoy these worship resources. Please 
take the bags home with you.  

Happy Valentines Day! One tradition says that Roman emperor 
Claudius II imposed a ban on marriages because too many young 
men were dodging the draft by getting married. A Christian priest 
named Valentinus ignored the ban & performed secret marriages. He 
was imprisoned. While awaiting execution, young lovers visited him 
with notes about how much better love is than war—the first 
“valentines.” His execution occurred in AD 269 on February 14th. 
 
 
 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Rochester, Minnesota          
Contact Information: 3819—18th Ave. NW, Rochester, MN 
Phone: 507-206-3048  www.emmanuelofrochester.org 

Song: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”—#526 
 

1. Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible, hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 

 

2. Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 
All praise we would render; oh, help us to see 

’Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee. 
 

Song: “How Good, Lord, to Be Here”—#89 
(Vs. 1-3 before sermon; Vs. 4-5 after sermon) 

 

1. How good, Lord, to be here! 
Your glory fills the night; 

Your face and garments, like the sun, 
Shine with unborrowed light. 

 

2. How good, Lord, to be here, 
Your beauty to behold 

Where Moses and Elijah stand, 
Your messengers of old. 

 

3. Fulfiller of the past 
And hope of things to be, 

We hail your body glorified 
And our redemption see. 

 

4. Before we taste of death, 
We see your kingdom come; 

We long to hold the vision bright 
And make this hill our home. 

 

5. How good, Lord, to be here! 
Yet we may not remain; 

But since you bid us leave the mount, 
Come with us to the plain. 



 

 

Song: “Alleluia, Song Of Gladness”—WOV #654 
 

1. Alleluia, Song Of Gladness, 
Voice Of Joy That Cannot Die; 

Alleluia Is The Anthem 
Ever Dear To Choirs On High; 
In The House Of God Abiding 

Thus They Sing Eternally. 
 

2. Alleluia Cannot Always 
Be Our Song While Here Below; 

Alleluia Our Transgressions 
Make Us For A While For-go; 

For The Solemn Time Is Coming 
When Our Tears for Sin Shall Flow. 

 

3. In Our Hymns We Pray with longing, 
Grant Us, Blessed Trinity, 

At The Last To Keep Glad Easter 
With the Faithful Saints on High; 

There To You Forever Singing 
Alleluia Joyfully. 

 
Exodus 34:29-35 — The Glory of the LORD 

29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets 
of the testimony in his hand as he came down from the mountain, 
Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had 
been talking with God. 30 Aaron and all the people of Israel saw  
Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to 
come near him. 31 But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the 
leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses talked with 
them. 32 Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he      
commanded them all that the Lord had spoken with him in Mount 
Sinai. 33 And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a 
veil over his face. 34 Whenever Moses went in before the Lord to 
speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And 
when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was         
commanded, 35 the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that 

the skin of Moses’ face was shining. And Moses would put the veil 
over his face again, until he went in to speak with him.  
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 50:1-6 — Read responsively 

L: The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the 
earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

C: Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 

L: Our God comes; he does not keep silence; 

C: Before him is a devouring fire, around him a mighty 
tempest. 

L: He calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that he may 
judge his people: 

C: “Gather to me my faithful ones, who made a covenant with 
me by sacrifice!” 

L: The heavens declare his righteousness, 

C: For God himself is judge! 
 

II Corinthians 3:12-13, 4:1-6 — The Veil has been Lifted 

12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13 not like Moses, 
who would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not 
gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. …  
1 Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not 
lose heart. 2 But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. 
We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by 
the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to   
everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel 
is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who 
is the image of God. 5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but 
Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 
6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in 
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 


