Holy Communion is the Lord’s Supper for the Lord’s People:
“All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are
baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ, crucified & risen, is truly
present in, with and under the forms of bread and wine for the
forgiveness of sins, life and salvation.” We are practicing head of
the aisle Communion tonight by means of Intinction.
Communion Song: “O Jesus, I Have Promised”
#503
*Table Blessing
Page 92
*Benediction
Page 95
*Sending Song: “On Our Way Rejoicing”
#260
*Dismissal
Page 95
Postlude

Worship—Eve of
Epiphany II
January 18, 2020
6:00 p.m.
“Service of Word & Sacrament”
LBW—Covenant Renewal
* indicates stand as you are able

Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Rochester, Minnesota
Contact Information: 3819—18th Ave. NW, Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-206-3048
www.emmanuelofrochester.org

Prelude
Welcome/Announcements
*Gathering Song: “Songs of Thankfulness & Praise”
#90
*Greeting:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And Also with you.
P: In the beginning was the Word,
C: And the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
P: In the Word was Life,
C: And the Life was the Light of all people.
P: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
C: And we have seen His glory, full of grace and truth.
*Scripture Song: “O Word of God Incarnate”
#231
*Salutation and Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray: Heavenly Father, through your Son, Jesus, many
came to faith in you. Bring us to faith by your grace that we may
obediently worship and follow you; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C: Amen.
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WORSHIP SERVANTS Tonight:
Pianist: Mary Ann Groven
Scripture Reader: Heather Mikesh
Communion Server & Prayers: Julie Steffenson
Ushers: Arne Nelson & Bob Harms
Acolyte: Nora Serr
Coffee: Peg Holtan
Treats: Samia Nelson
Sound: Don Holtan
Set-up: Julie Steffenson
Take-down: Janet Sunde & friends

Covenant Renewal: Emmanuel has 60 member s who have
signed discipleship covenants for 2020. Tonight we participate in
our annual liturgy of “covenant renewal” in similar fashion as
God’s people in the Holy Scriptures have done. May God bless us
as we walk in the footsteps of Jesus and practice discipleship in
daily life.

First Lesson: Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 40:1-11 (Responsively)
SEE INSERT
Second Lesson: I Corinthians 1:1-9
*Gospel Verse: “Alleluia”
LBW page 83
*Holy Gospel: John 1:29-42a
Children’s Message: “Getting to the POINT”
Sermon: “A Place to Stay”
Rev. David Steffenson
*Song of the Day: “Just As I Am, without One Plea”
#296
*2020 Membership Covenant Renewal Ceremony
P: God’s chosen people entered the Promise Land & participated in a
Covenant Renewal Ceremony (Joshua 24). Joshua assembled God’s
people & reminded them of God’s eternal faithfulness & providential
care for His people. Joshua commanded God’s people to choose
whom they will serve, the false gods of this world, or the LORD God
Almighty. Joshua ended his exhortation with these familiar words:
“As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”
C: The people responded with one voice: We also will serve the
LORD for He is our God. His voice we will obey.
P: Tonight we remember God’s grace & faithfulness to us, and we
renew our pledge to Him. God has made us His people through our
baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess our
faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit & born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day, He
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
P: Beloved Servants of Emmanuel, you have made public profession
of your faith. Sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of
Christ forever, do you intend to continue in the covenant that God
2

made with you in baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to
hear His Word and share in His Supper, to proclaim the good news
of God in Christ through word & deed, to serve all people following
the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, & to strive for justice & peace
in all the earth? Do you intend to practice the marks of discipleship
(daily prayer, weekly worship, spiritual growth, Bible reading,
service to others, sharing the good news, generous living & giving),
and to grow up into the full maturity of Christ?
C: I do and I ask God to help and guide me.
L: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for
all people according to their needs. (Each petition ends with “Lord
in your mercy,” … followed by “HEAR OUR PRAYER”).
P: Loving God, we thank you for the ministry opportunities that
await our congregation in 2020, & for the Servants of Emmanuel
who have committed themselves to membership and the walk of
discipleship. Grant that all baptized believers may praise, proclaim,
and practice your saving presence in daily life. Into your hands,
heavenly Father, we commend all for whom we pray; trusting in
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Offering—Gift of Music by our Worship Pianist
*The Great Thanksgiving:
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
*Eucharistic Prayer for Epiphany
*Lord’s Prayer: Traditional V ersion
Invitation & Distribution
3
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Communication Cards/Offering Envelopes: The offering
envelope, in your bulletin is being used as a visitor communication
card. If you are visiting with us, please know that your presence is
your gift to us. We have a very generous congregation & ask only
that you share your contact information with us. Members & visitors
may use the offering envelopes to indicate a desire for a pastoral
visit, a prayer concern, or changes in contact information. Envelopes
may be placed in the offering basket. Thanks.
Madonna Towers Worship: Twice a month on Wednesdays,
Emmanuel members are invited to participate in a ministry to area
seniors. Our next Madonna Towers Worship Service will be on
Wednesday, January 22 at 1:00 pm. Contact Lee Pearce. If you
would like to participate in this ministry.
LENT begins on Ash Wednesday, February 26. We will be using
the Holden Evening Prayer Liturgy. We will enjoy homemade soup
each Tuesday night at 5pm. Set up and entrance to the Oasis Building
will be at 4:30pm. Worship will be at 6pm. Our Theme this year is:
“Faith Stories”. Members and Friends of Emmanuel will be sharing
their faith stories with us. Gary Melin and Julie Steffenson have
already agreed to be being lay story-tellers. Three more volunteers
are needed. Contact Pastor Dave to volunteer or to receive more
information. We are looking for a Lenten SOUPervisor to coordinate
our weekly soup suppers.
2020 Calendar Items:
 Feb. 9-21, 2020 - SEMAC Mission Work Trip (Dayton, OH).
 Wednesday, Feb. 26, 6pm - Ash Wednesday Worship Service.
 Monday, April 13th at 6am - Public Reading of the entire New
Testament at Oasis Church.
 Saturday, May 9 - Emmanuel Choir, Grafton, IA. Expanded
refreshments will be provided.
 Monday, July 20th - Thursday, July 23rd - Mega Kids Camp.
 Sunday, August 2nd - Emmanuel picnic (Church Land??).
 August 5-7: NALC Convocation in Pittsburgh, PA..
Thanks for worshiping with us this evening. Your presence is your
gift to us. We pray that our Service of Word & Sacrament is a
blessing to you. Sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
cross of Christ forever, we are praising, proclaiming & practicing
Emmanuel – God with us – in daily life! Shining Bright for Jesus!
Visit us at: www.emmanuelofrochester.org

The Emmanuel Weekly
January 18, 2020
Epiphany II - 6 pm
“Praising, Proclaiming and Practicing
Emmanuel—God with us—in daily
life!”

Thanks for attending today’s Annual
Meeting and Potluck!

CALENDAR ITEMS

 Saturday, January 18
Eagles Cancer Telethon—Jan. 18-19
Annual Mtg. at 3:30pm;
Potluck at 4:45pm; NO
For 65+ years, the Eagles have hosted a
Saturday School and
20 hour live telethon raising money to
G.I.F.T.; Epiphany II
support those touched by cancer;
Worship at 6pm with a
remembering those whose lives were
Covenant Renewal
lost; & striving for a future that’s cancer

free. Thanks for supporting the 5th
District Eagles Cancer Telethon!
Together we can make a difference.

Women’s Bible Study
A new study (6 sessions) on Luther’s
Small Catechism has begun! Sessions
are held on Thursdays at 1pm in the
Oasis Fellowship Hall. Dates: January
23, 30; and February 6 & 13.

 Mon, Jan. 20—Memorial
Service for Don Boelter
@11am (Shoreview, MN)
 Tues, Jan. 21—Men’s
Bible Study at 8am; Text
Study (10:30am)
 Wed, Jan. 22—Madonna
Towers Worship (1pm)

Men’s Bible Study
Men of Emmanuel are meeting at Oasis
 Thursday, January 23
Church and looking at the Augsburg
Women’s Study (1pm)
Confession (A ugustana) on Tuesdays at
8am. Please join us for coffee & goodies
 Friday, Jan. 24—Clergy
and conversation!
The January Emmanuel Epistle
Newsletter & Prayer Calendar are
available! Also, pick up your copy of
Our Daily Bread Devotional.

Faithfulness Meeting

 Sat, Jan. 25—Saturday
School & G.I.F.T. (5pm);
Worship at 6pm

Isaiah 49:1-7 — The LORD’s Servant
1 Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. The
Lord called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my
name. 2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand
he hid me; he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. 3
And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be
glorified.” 4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength
for nothing and vanity; yet surely my right is with the Lord, and my
recompense with my God.” 5 And now the Lord says, he who formed me
from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel
might be gathered to him — for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord, and
my God has become my strength — 6 he says: “It is too light a thing that
you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back
the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my
salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 7 Thus says the Lord, the
Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by
the nation, the servant of rulers: “Kings shall see and arise; princes, and
they shall prostrate themselves; because of the Lord, who is faithful, the
Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 40:1-11 (Responsively)
L: I waited patiently for the Lord; He inclined to me & heard my cry.
C: He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry
bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure.
L: He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.
C: Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord.
L: Blessed is the man who makes the Lord his trust, who does not
turn to the proud, to those who go astray after a lie!
C: You have multiplied, O Lord my God, your wondrous deeds
and your thoughts toward us; none can compare with you!
L: I will proclaim & tell of them, yet they are more than can be told.
In sacrifice & offering you have not delighted, but you have given me
an open ear.
C: Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required.
L: Then I said, “Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is
written of me: I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within
my heart.”
C: I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; behold, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, O Lord.
L: I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; I have spoken
of your faithfulness and your salvation;

C: I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness
from the great congregation.
L: As for you, O Lord, you will not restrain your mercy from me;
C: Your steadfast love & your faithfulness will ever preserve me!
I Corinthians 1:1-9 — Called to be Saints
1 Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our
brother Sosthenes, 2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in
every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord
and ours: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. 4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of
God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were
enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge — 6 even as the testimony
about Christ was confirmed among you — 7 so that you are not lacking in
any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will
sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God
is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading — John 1:29-42a
P: The Holy Gospel According to St. John the 1st. Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
29 The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said,
‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I
myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he
might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend
from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him,
but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the
Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I
have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 35 The next day
again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he
walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him
say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said
to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means
Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.”
So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day,
for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and
followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means
Christ). 42a He brought him to Jesus.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Community Prayers—Page 3 of bulletin
L: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and
for all people according to their needs.
A brief silence
L: Thank you, Father, for Jesus. Thank you for making him our
doorway into your heart. Thank you for making him your dear
Lamb, the sacrifice for our sin. Thank you for making him the
light of the world, & of our lives. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
L: Lord, cause your Church to always preach as John the
Baptist did, constantly pointing to Jesus and proclaiming the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Use the
Church to be the means by which Jesus draws new disciples to
himself, and shapes them into his likeness. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
L: Make disciples of everyone in this congregation. Give us
willing and trust-filled hearts. Help us to use our spiritual gifts
to glorify you and build up our community of faith. Make us
bold in our sharing of Jesus with others. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
L: Heavenly Father, bless we pray the compassionate work of
the Eagles Telethon. For 65-plus years members of our greater
community have labored to bring hope and healing to families
battling cancer. We thank you for all who generously support
this ministry of mercy. Lord in your mercy,
C:Hear our prayer.
L: Stoop down, O Lord, and hear the cry of all who are afflicted
by any kind of suffering or sorrow – especially those we name
before you [NAMES]. Heal and comfort them; lift them out of
their desolation; make their footing sure; and put a new song
into their mouths that they may proclaim your faithfulness and
deliverance. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Loving God, we thank you for the ministr y oppor tunities
that await our congregation in 2020, and for the Servants of

Emmanuel who have committed themselves to membership
& the walk of discipleship. Grant that all baptized believers
may praise, proclaim, and practice your saving presence in
daily life. Into your hands, heavenly Father, we commend
all for whom we pray; trusting in your mercy, through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

