
 

 

Worship—Eve of 
Epiphany I 

January 9, 2021   
6:00 p.m. 

 

Service of the Word 

Baptism of our Lord! 

* indicates stand as you are able 

Prelude  

Welcome/Announcements 

*Gathering Song: “When Christ’s Appearing” — LBW #85 

*Greeting: 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the   
Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And Also with you. 

P: In the beginning was the Word, 

C: And the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

P: In the Word was life, 

C: And the life was the light of all people. 

P: The Word became flesh and lived among us, 

C: And we have see his glory, full of grace and truth. (John 1) 

*Scripture Song: “Word of God, Come Down on Earth”—WOV 
#716 

“Word of God, come down on earth, living rain from heaven 
descending: touch our hearts and bring to birth faith and hope 
and love unending. Word almighty, we revere you; Word 
made flesh, we long to hear you.  

Word eternal, throned on high, Word that brought to life    
creation, Word that came from heaven to die, crucified for our 
salvation; saving Word, the world restoring, speak to us, your 
love outpouring ” 

Offering (No passing of baskets; offerings may be placed in the 
basket located by the church entrance as one leaves; offerings of 
support may also be given electronically or sent via U.S. mail. 
Thanks for supporting the ministry of Emmanuel.) 

*Closing Prayers (L: Lord in your mercy...C: Hear our Prayer) 

*Lord’s Prayer: Traditional Version 

*Benediction 

*Sending Song: “All Who Believe & Are Baptized”—LBW #194 

*Dismissal: 

L:Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. 

C:Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
 

WORSHIP SERVANTS Tonight: 

Pianist: Mary Ann Groven 

Assisting Minister, Scripture Reader & Prayers: Julie Steffenson 

Ushers: Pending 

Sanitizing Team: Lee & Judy Pearce 

Sound: Don Holtan 

Set-up and Take-down: Julie Steffenson & Peg Holtan 

 

Epiphany I: At the Baptism of J esus a new era began for  
God’s people. Through the waters of Baptism, new life is granted. 
We who are washed in the waters are drowned to our old selves 
and raised to new life in Him. This is one of the few places in 
Scripture where we see the entirety of the Trinity revealed        
simultaneously: the Father speaks, the Son is baptized, and the 
Spirit appears as a dove. So also in our first reading from Genesis 
1, where God is present as Father, Son (Word) and Holy Spirit. 
 

Thanks for worshiping with us this evening. Your presence is your 
gift to us. We pray that our Service of Worship is a blessing to you. 
Sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ    
forever, we are praising, proclaiming & practicing Emmanuel – 
God with us – in daily life! Shining Bright for Jesus!  
Visit us at: www.emmanuelofrochester.org  

4 1 



 

*Salutation and Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray: Heavenly Father, the Holy Spirit revealed Jesus as 
your beloved Son at his baptism in the river Jordon. Through our 
own baptism you call us your children and draw us into abundant 
and eternal life through Jesus. May the Holy Spirit grant us rebirth 
and daily transform us into those who reveal your love to the 
world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

First Lesson: Genesis 1:1-5 

Psalm 29:1-11 (Responsively by half verse)       SEE INSERT 

Second Lesson: Romans 6:1-11 

*Gospel Verse: “Alleluia” — WOV page 31 

*Holy Gospel: Mark 1:4-11 

Children’s Message: “And so it BEGINS!” (Posted on Facebook) 

Sermon: “The Church’s Rite of Burial”      Rev. David Steffenson 

*Song of the Day: “To Jordan Came the Christ” — LBW #79 

*Confession: 

P: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation. 

C: We believe in Him and are marked with the seal of the 
promised Holy Spirit. 

P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit & born of 
the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was      
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

P: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C: Pray in the Holy Spirit. 

P: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C: Look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

P: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

C: Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has   
become new! 

P: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let 
us be reconciled to God and to one another. Gracious God, 

C: Have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us 
by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of 
life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

C: Amen. 

P: Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one 
another, agree with one another, live in peace. The peace of the 
Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. (Sharing of God’s peace may be done as 
an expression from the heart, without actual contact.) 
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never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the 
death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives 
to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Reading: Mark 1:4-11 
 

P: The Holy Gospel According to St. Mark the 1st. Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness & proclaiming a bap-
tism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country 
of  Judea & all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being  
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now 
John was clothed with camel’s hair & wore a leather belt around his 
waist and ate locusts & wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, 
“After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose san-
dals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I have baptized you 
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 9 In those 
days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee & was baptized by John 
in the Jordan. 10 And when he came up out of the water, immediate-
ly he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on 
him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.                                                             
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MARKS OF DISCIPLESHIP: Faith Practices! Signposts 
guide our way—Disciples pray daily, worship weekly, grow spir-
itually, read & study Scripture on a regular basis, serve others, 
share the good news, and live & give generously. 
 

Children’s Worship Bags: Worship Bags are available for kids  
each week. We hope children enjoy these resources during worship. 
Please take the bags home with you. 

 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Rochester, Minnesota          
Contact Information: 3819—18th Ave. NW, Rochester, MN 
Phone: 507-206-3048  www.emmanuelofrochester.org 

 
 
 

WORSHIP SONGS 
 
 

Song: “When Christ’s Appearing”—LBW #85 

 

1.When Christ’s appearing was made known, 
King Herod trembled for his throne; 

But he who offers heav'nly birth, 
Seeks not the kingdoms of this earth. 

 

2. Within the Jordan’s sacred flood, 
The heav'nly Lamb in meekness stood, 
That he, of whom no sin was known, 

Might cleanse his people from their own. 
 

3. For this his glad epiphany, 
All glory unto Jesus be, 

Whom with the Father we adore, 
And Holy Ghost forevermore. 

 

Song: “To Jordan Came the Christ”—LBW #79 
 
 

1. To Jordan came the Christ, our Lord 
To do His Father’s pleasure; 

Baptized by John, the Father’s Word 
Was give us to treasure.  

This heavenly washing now shall be 
A cleaning from transgression, 
And by His blood and agony, 

Release from death’s oppression.  
A new life now awaits us!  

 

2. There stood the Son of God in love. 
His grace to us extending;  

The Holy Spirit like a dove, 
Upon the scene descending;  
The Triune God assuring us, 
With promises compelling, 

That in our Baptism He will thus, 
Among us find a dwelling, 
To comfort and sustain us. 
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3. To His disciples spoke the Lord, 
“Go out to every nation, 

And bring to them the Living Word,  
And this my invitation: 

Let everyone abandon sin, 
And come in true contrition, 

To be baptized, and thereby win, 
Full pardon and remission, 
And heavenly bliss inherit.” 

 
Song: “All Who Believe & Are Baptized”—LBW #194 

 

1. All who believe and are baptized 
Shall see the Lord's salvation; 

Baptized into the death of Christ, 
They are a new creation. 

Through Christ's redemption they shall stand 
Among the glorious, heav'nly band 

Of ev'ry tribe and nation. 
 

2. With one accord, O God, we pray: 
Grant us Your Holy Spirit. 

Help us in our infirmity 
Through Jesus' blood and merit. 

Grant us to grow in grace each day 
By Holy Baptism that we may 

Eternal life inherit. 
 

Genesis 1:1-5 — Day and Night 

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The 
earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face 
of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of 
the waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 
light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. And God separated 
the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 29 — read responsively 

L: Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, 
C: Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
L: Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
C: Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. 

L: The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
C: The God of glory thunders, the Lord, over many waters. 
L: The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
C: The voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 

L: The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 
C: The Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
L: He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, 
C: And Sirion like a young wild ox. 

L: The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
C: The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord 
shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

L: The voice of the Lord makes the deer give birth 
C: And strips the forests bare, and in his temple all cry, 
“Glory!” 

L: The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
C: The Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 
L: May the Lord give strength to his people! 
C: May the Lord bless his people with peace! 
 
 

Romans 6:1-11 — Dead and Alive! 

1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 
3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with 
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in    
newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 
We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the 
body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer 
be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 
8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 
with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will 
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January 9, 2021 

Eve of Epiphany I - 6 pm 

 

“Praising, Proclaiming and Practicing 
Emmanuel—God with us—in daily life!” 

 
 

Sanctity of Human Life (Jan. 16 & 17) 
 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church will be         
celebrating the holiness of human life on 

January 16 & 17. Knit together in our  
mother’s wombs, we are fearfully and   

wonderfully made by God Himself. All of 
life is sacred and precious to our Creator. 
Human life is no accident to God. We are 

known and chosen by God before the    
foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4). 

 

Virtual Baby Shower (Jan. 16 & 17) 
“First Care: New Life Family Services 

Emmanuel is hosting a virtual baby shower 
benefiting the young mothers who visit New 

Life Family Services on the weekend of 
January 16-17. Baby shower gifts 

(suggested items on backside) may be 
dropped off any time on Saturday, Jan. 16 

from 4-6pm. Those who drop off a gift, will 
receive a Game Card and a store-bought 

dessert. The Game Card will give directions 
for the Virtual Shower which will take place 
on Sunday, January 17, from 3-4pm. We’ll 

play a couple of games & give out some 
prizes. It’s going to be a Lot of fun. 

The January Emmanuel Epistle    
Newsletter & Prayer Calendar are 

available! Pick up your copy of the Our 
Daily Bread Devotional for December-

February. 

The Emmanuel Weekly  

CALENDAR ITEMS 
 

 Saturday, Jan. 9—The  

Baptism of our Lord 

Worship at 6pm 

 Sunday, January 10 

Implementation Team 

Mtg. at 5pm (Oasis) 

 Wednesday, Jan.13 

Men’s in-person Bible 

Study at 11am (Oasis) 

 Saturday, January 16 

Epiphany II Worship at 

6pm—“Sanctity of 

Human Life” (SOHL); 

Drop off Baby Shower 

gifts from 4-6pm 

 Sunday, January 17 

Baby Shower via Zoom 

benefiting “New Life 

Family Services (3pm) 

 4:31 — Prayer Time each 

day. Thanks for joining 

us! 

Save the Date: Annual Meeting—Saturday, January 30, 2021 
This Year’s Emmanuel Lutheran Church Annual Meeting will be 
held on Saturday, Jan. 30 immediately following evening worship. 
The Annual Report will be distributed one week prior to the Mtg. 
 

Enrollment for membership at Emmanuel Lutheran in 2021 is 
now open. Complete a Discipleship Membership Covenant and 
give it to Pastor Dave or place it in the offering basket before Jan. 
8, 2021. We have received 54 signed covenants already. MARKS 
OF DISCIPLESHIP: Signposts guide our way—Disciples seek to 
pray daily, worship weekly, grow spiritually, read and study   
Scripture on a regular basis, serve others, share the good news, 
and live & give generously. 
 

Men’s Bible Study IN-PERSON: Join us on Wednesdays, Jan. 13 
and 20, 2021 from 11am-12:00 Noon for a study of the appointed  
Bible Readings for the week ahead. We’ll meet in the Oasis Church, 
practicing safe, physical distancing. Bring a Bible and a heart eager 
to receive God’s WORD. 
 

Virtual Baby Shower—Jan. 16-17: New Life Family Services: 
The following new items are suggested shower gifts: Diapers, Wipes, 
Formula (Similac or Enfamil), Convertible car seats, Pack N Play, 
High Chairs, Bouncy Seats, Umbrella Strollers, High Back Booster 
Seats, & Potty Chairs. Also: Gift Cards to Amazon, Target, or 
Walmart;  Baby Safety items (baby gates, outlet plugs, etc.); Books 
(all ages); Receiving blankets, crib sheets, and bedding (no bumpers); 
and "gently used" clothing for newborn-7T & maternity clothing. 
Thanks for keeping New Life Family Services in your prayers!  

Epiphany Season: “The WORD Made Flesh” 
 

 A Special Liturgy will be used during the Season of Epiphany. 
 Saturday, January 16, 2021: Sanctity of Human Life (SOHL) 

 Sunday, January 17, 2021: Virtual Baby Shower from 3-4pm in  
support of New Life Family Services (First Care). 

 Saturday, January 23, 2021: Annual Covenant Renewal Service   
celebrating the gift of Membership at Emmanuel Lutheran, and   
Discipleship in the name of Jesus. Annual Reports distributed!  

 Saturday, January 30 — Annual Meeting following worship! 
 Saturday, February 13, 2021—Feast of Transfiguration (Bring Palm 

Fronds from last year; burning into Ashes for Ash Wednesday). 
 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Rochester, Minnesota          
Contact Information: 3819—18th Ave. NW, Rochester, MN 
Phone: 507-206-3048  www.emmanuelofrochester.org 


