*Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia”
Page 83
*Holy Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12
Children’s Message: “Shoot”
Sermon: “The Peace Child”
Pastor Dave Steffenson
*Hymn of the Day: “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”
#87
*Confession of Faith: Apostles’ Creed
Page 85
*The Prayers (bulletin pages 2-3)
*The Peace
Page 86
Offering
*Offertory: “Let the Vineyards”
Page 86
*Offertory Prayer
Page 88
*The Great Thanksgiving (#33)
Page 88ff
*Lord’s Prayer: Traditional V ersion
Page 91
Invitation & Distribution
Lamb of God
Page 92
Communion Hymn: “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”
#29
*Table Blessing
Page 92
*Post-Communion Canticle: “Thank the Lord”
Page 92
*Post-Communion Prayer
Page 94
*Benediction
Page 94
*Sending Hymn: “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”
#36
*Dismissal
Page 95
Postlude
The Prayers
A: As we await the advent of our King and Savior, let us pray for the
Church, the world, and all people according to their needs.
A brief silence
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A: Holy God, daily we turn our faces away from your glory. We do not
fear your judgment, nor do we take joy in your steadfast faithfulness,
but we seek to be our own judge and savior. Baptize us with wind and
fire. Create in us all a true spirit of repentance and forgive us our sins,
so together as the one body of Christ we may share the joy of your
mercy and the true peace of your Spirit. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: Almighty and everlasting God, you do not judge as humans do,
giving preference to the powerful and the wealthy. As you sent your
Son to be the Light in our darkness, open our eyes and unstop our ears,
that we may see the plight of the poor and the powerless among us,
and defend them against abuse and injustice. Use us as vessels of your
compassion. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: Father of the nations, in fulfillment of your promise to Abraham and
Sarah, you bless all nations in the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. We
await the celebration of the birth of your Son and His coming judgment. Until He returns, let your Holy Spirit rest on the leaders of the
nations. Grant them wisdom and understanding, counsel and might,
knowledge and fear of your judgment, that they may lead their nations
in peace, with concern for the well-being of all in their care. Lord, in
your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: Prince of Peace, until the lion lies down with the lamb, grant that
men and women may spend their lives defending the weak and the
defenseless from those who would exploit or destroy them for gain.
Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: Gracious Lord, you are the rest of the blessed dead. Receive into the
arms of your mercy all who have lived and died in faith. Grant the consolation of your healing and saving presence to all who have lost loved
ones, and renew their hope with the promise of the resurrection of all
who have died in Christ Jesus. Give us your Spirit, that we may be
prepared for your coming in your Word, your Supper, and at the end of
the ages. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
Other prayers may be offered…
P: We pray all this and more in the name of God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19—responsively
L: I cry aloud to God,
C: Aloud to God, and He will hear me.
L: In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord; In the night my hand is
stretched out without wearying;
C: My soul refuses to be comforted.
L: When I remember God, I moan;
C: When I meditate, my spirit faints.
L: You hold my eyelids open;
C: I am so troubled that I cannot speak.
L: I consider the days of old, the years long ago.
C: I said, “Let me remember my song in the night; let me meditate
in my heart.”
L: Then my spirit made a diligent search:
C: “Will the Lord spurn forever, and never again be favorable?
L: The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind; your lightnings
lighted up the world;
C: The earth trembled and shook.
L: Your way was through the sea, your path through the great waters;
C: Yet your footprints were unseen.

Thanks for worshiping with us this evening. Your presence is your gift to us. We pray that our Service of Word
and Sacrament is a blessing to you. Sealed by the Holy
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever we are
praising, proclaiming and practicing Emmanuel – God with
us – in daily life! Visit us at: www.emmanuelofrochester.org

WORSHIP SERVANTS:
Pianist: MarJean Damerval
Scripture Reader & Communion Assistant: Lee Pearce
Usher: Arne Nelson & Larry Vomhof
Prayers: Julie Steffenson
Coffee: Peg Holtan
Treats: Margaret Quam
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Worship—Eve of
Advent Two
Dec. 7, 2013
6:00 p.m.
Lutheran Book of Worship—Setting II
* indicates stand as you are able
Prelude
Welcome/Announcements—Lighting of Advent Candles
Prayer: O faithful and loving God, we pr aise you for your tender
compassion and give you thanks for your steadfast love for us and
all creation. Bless us who see the light of this wreath, that we may be
strengthened by the hope of your advent among us, and live toward
the completion of all things in you. We ask this through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
*Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness
Page 77
*Gathering Hymn: “Prepare the Royal Highway”
#26
*Greeting
Page 78
*Kyrie
Page 78f
*Hymn of Praise: “Glory to God”
Page 79f
*Salutation and Prayer of the Day
Page 82
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And Also with you.
P: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.
By His coming nurture our growth as your people of repentance and
peace; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with your and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
First Lesson: Isaiah 11:1– 10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Page 4
Second Lesson: Romans 15:4-13
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Work Wanted: Waiting for a call, Pastor Fred Morck (507-876-2585
or 218-371-5647) is seeking part-time work (carpentry, painting, remodeling, etc). Thanks for helping Fred out!
Calling All Busy Women! A DVD Bible Study began on Monday, Nov. 18 at the home of Margaret Quam (304—15th Ave. S.W.),
with 12 women attending. Based on the Book of Proverbs the study is
called, “Simplify Your Life”. Women are meeting twice a month from
1:00-2:30 pm on Mondays. Meeting Dec. 9 (Repeat of Session I) and
Dec. 16 (Session II). Contact Kari Richards for more information.
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast: Emmanuel Men are meeting
weekly on Tuesdays at 8 a.m. at Charlie’s (1408 2nd. St. SW) for breakfast & a first look at the lectionary readings for the week. Bring a friend,
sit at the feet of Jesus & practice being evangelical. Our next meeting is
Tuesday, December 10. Our Bible Readings for Advent III are: Isaiah
35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; James 5:7-10; and Matthew 11:2-11.
Bell Ringing: Servants of Emmanuel are ringing bells in support
of the Salvation Army Kettle Collection on December 4, 14, 18 & 20.
Contact Lee Pearce (507-753-9983) for available dates, places and
times. Thanks for serving.
o

Getting To Know You: Carol Olson is writing monthly articles
for our church newsletter featuring the faith stories and life journeys of
our members. Contact Carol (507-367-2353; carololson@bevcomm.net)
and participate in building up the community of Emmanuel. The December Newsletter features Don & Peg Holtan.
NALC SEMINARY SUPPORT: Emmanuel’s Christmas Eve offering
will support our new Seminary. An anonymous donor has pledged a
matching gift of $1500. Emmanuel’s goal is to contribute at least $3000.
Prayerfully consider your gift and mark your offering envelope:
“Christmas Gift”. Thanks!

PRAYER REQUEST: Pastor Saeed Abedini, a U.S. citizen imprisoned in Iran because of his Christian faith. He was recently transferred
to a deadly prison where prisoners are sent to disappear and even be
murdered. The conditions he faces are unfathomable; daily threats to his
life. Prayers for his wife, Naghmeh, also. Contact Lisa Bakke for more
information.

Isaiah 11:1-10 - The Righteous Reign of the Branch
1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a
branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 2 And the Spirit of the LORD
shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of
the LORD. 3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He
shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his
ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he
shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 6The wolf shall dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the
calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall
lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing
child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child
shall put his hand on the adder's den. 9They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of
the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 In that day the root of
Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples--of him shall the
nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.
Romans 15:4-13 - Christ, the Hope of Jews and Gentiles
4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of
the Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of endurance
and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory
of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises
given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify
God for his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will praise you among
the Gentiles, and sing to your name." 10 And again it is said,
"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people." 11 And again, "Praise the
Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him." 12 And
again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises
to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope." 13 May the God
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

Gospel Reading—Matthew 3:1-12

P: The Holy Gospel According to St. Matthew the 3rd Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of
Judea, 2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 3 For this is he
who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, "The voice of
one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord; make his
paths straight.'" 4 Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a
leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.
5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan
were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees
and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, "You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in
keeping with repentance. 9 And do not presume to say to yourselves,
'We have Abraham as our father,' for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to
the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit
is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 "I baptize you with water for
repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose
sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable fire."
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Emmanuel Lutheran
1815—38th Street NW
Rochester, MN. 55901
Attn. Pastor Dave Steffenson
253-302-9845 (Mobile)
507-206-3048 (Home)
pastor@emmanuelofrochester.org

The Emmanuel Weekly
Saturday, Dec. 7, 2013
Eve of Advent Two—6 pm
“Praising, Proclaiming and Practicing
Emmanuel—God with us—in daily life!”
ADVENT

CALENDAR ITEMS

Advent’s color is BLUE, the color of hope.
 Sunday, December 8
In Christ we are homing in hope! During
at 6:30 pm—Dessert
the Days of Advent, may God prepare a
Concert in support of
way into our hearts and give us the joy of
Emmanuel. We await the coming of Jesus
Supermarket Saturday
in daily life in the needs of our neighbors.
We await the END TIME coming of Jesus.  Monday, Dec. 9 at
1:30 pm—Women’s
as victorious Lord of all. We await the
Bible Study (Repeat
coming of Christ in Word and Sacrament.
We await the Advent of God in the Nativi- Session I) at Margaret
Quam’s House
ty of our Lord. Blessed Advent to you and
yours!
December Newsletter
The Emmanuel Epistle is available in print
and online. Read it and share it!
Dessert Benefit Concert
Oasis Church is hosting a fundraiser this
Sunday, Dec. 8 (6:30 pm) in support of
Supermarket Saturday. Tasty desserts &
Christmas music (Crossroads Chorale &
Brassworks) will be offered. Tickets are
free, but reservations are required (2898596). A freewill offering and nonperishable food items will be received.

 Tues., Dec. 10 at 8
am—Men’s Bible
Study Breakfast at
Charlie’s; R.A.I.L. Mtg.
at 10:30 am
 Tues. Dec. 17 @ 10
am—Council Mtg.
Discussing the 2014
Mission Plan Budget
 Dec. 24 @ 6 pm
Christmas Eve
Worship—Offering
supports NALC
Seminary

