Gospel Acclamation (sit): “My Hope is Built” — Verse 1 of #192
My hope is built on nothing less,
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own I claim, But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
On Christ the solid rock I stand; All other ground is sinking sand.
Children’s Presentation of the Gospel: “The Nativity”
Gift of Music: “Silent Night” — Emma & Elijah Matzke
Children’s Message: “Hope Serves”
Sermon: “Hope Believes & Obeys”
Rev. David Steffenson
*Hymn of the Day: “Savior of the Nations, Come”
#97
*Confession of Faith: “Apostles’ Creed”
Page 28
*The Prayers (bulletin page 3)
*The Peace
Offering—Gift of Music by MarJean Damerval
*The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer for Advent
*Lord’s Prayer: Traditional V ersion
Page 31
Invitation & Distribution
Holy Communion is the Lord’s Supper for the Lord’s People: “All are
welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are baptized in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and believe that
Jesus Christ, crucified & risen, is truly present in, with and under the
forms of bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, life & salvation.”
We practice Intinction at Emmanuel Lutheran. Receive a wafer (the body
of Christ) & dip it into the cup of wine (the blood of Christ).

Communion Hymn: “Away in a Manger”
#110
*Table Blessing
*Benediction: Romans 15:13
P: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. In
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
C: Amen.
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*Sending Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
*Dismissal
P: Go in Hope! Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!
Postlude - Going Forth in Hope

#115

The Prayers
A: As we await the coming of our Savior in mercy and majesty, let
us pray to our Heavenly Father for the Church, the world, and for all
people according to their needs.
A brief silence
A: Lord, the time of preparation is almost over and Your visitation is
near; keep us focused on the Gospel and the preaching of Jesus
Christ our eternal hope. May it bring about the obedience of faith in
us and all who hear Your Word this season. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: Lord, we thank You for those who look out for our well-being
and protect us from harm. Give Your blessing and protection to
police, to firefighters, to medical workers, to the members of our
armed forces—especially Roman Mulvihill, & to all first responders
whose vocations put them on the front lines of danger, trouble and
disaster. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: Lord, nothing is impossible with You. You sent Your Son into
the world to be the great physician of body and soul. Give to
[Names] and all who are ill, comfort, healing, patience and trust, that
come what may, You are with them. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: Lord, while we await the coming of Your Son, kindle in our
hearts the gift of hope. We remember with thanksgiving those who
were before us in the faith and are now with You. Keep & preserve
us in the one true faith to life everlasting until You bring us together
with them into Your eternal Kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Into your hands, merciful Father, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your mercy; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.
C: Amen.
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Gospel Reading: Luke 1:26-38
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 1st. Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city
of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was
Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one,
the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying,
and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy — the Son of God. 36
And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son, & this is the sixth month with her who was called
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary
said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according
to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Thanks for worshiping with us this evening. Your presence is

your gift to us. We pray that our Service of Word & Sacrament
is a blessing to you. Sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked
with the cross of Christ forever we are praising, proclaiming
and practicing Emmanuel – God with us – in daily life! May
the Advent of our Lord keep hope in our hearts always!

Visit us at: www.emmanuelofrochester.org.
2017 Emmanuel Church Picture Directory: Have you
picked up your copy yet? It’s a great way to keep in touch with
your Emmanuel friends and to hold loved ones prayerfully in
your hearts. Also included is a brief summary of Emmanuel’s
first five years. God has been busy with his beloved church.
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Worship
Advent Four
Dec. 23, 2017
6:00 p.m.
ReClaim Hymnal
* indicates stand as you are able
Prelude - Gathering in Hope!
Welcome/Announcements
Prayer: Blessed ar e you, God of our salvation; you pr omised
that the One of peace would come from Bethlehem to feed your
flock & make us live securely. As we light these candles, kindle in
us the fire of your love, infuse in us the gift of hope and the fruit of
your Word, and empower us to lift up the lowly and to fill the
hungry with good things; let your face shine on us and bless us that
we may be saved. Amen.
Lighting of Advent Candles
Sing: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” — Verse 4 of #99
Our hope and expectation, O Jesus now appear;
Arise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see,
The day of earth’s redemption, That sets your people free.
*Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness
Page 21
*Gathering Hymn: “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”
#103
*Prayer of the Day:
P: Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. With your
great might, give us your help, that whatever is hindered by our
sins may be speedily accomplished by your grace; for you live and
reign with the Father & the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
First Lesson: I Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Second Lesson: Romans 16:25-27
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II Samuel 7:1-11, 16—The LORD Builds a House
1 Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him
rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to Nathan the
prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God
dwells in a tent.” 3 And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is
in your heart, for the Lord is with you.” 4 But that same night the
word of the Lord came to Nathan, 5 “Go and tell my servant David,
‘Thus says the Lord: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6 I
have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of
Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent
for my dwelling. 7 In all places where I have moved with all the
people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel,
whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘Why
have you not built me a house of cedar?’ 8 Now, therefore, thus you
shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, I took
you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be
prince over my people Israel. 9 And I have been with you wherever
you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I
will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of
the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will
plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place & be disturbed
no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly,
11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And
I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord
declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. … 16 “And
your house & your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me.
Your throne shall be established forever.’”

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Romans 16:25-27—Not a Secret Anymore!
25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my
gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation
of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now
been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made
known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God,
to bring about the obedience of faith — 27 to the only wise God be
glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Communication Cards/Offering Envelopes: The offer ing
envelope, in your bulletin is also being used as visitor and
communication card. If you are visiting with us, please know that
your presence is your gift to us. We have a generous congregation
& ask only that you share your contact information with us.
Members and visitors may use the communication envelopes to
indicate a desire for a pastoral visit, a prayer concern, or changes
in contact information. Envelopes may be placed in the offering
basket. Thanks.
Saturday School & G.I.F.T. — Attention Saturday School
Families – We will not meet for Saturday School on December
30, 2017. There will also be no G.I.F.T. that evening. But don’t
forget to bring your bells and enjoy the Bell Ringing Service.
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast: Each week, Emmanuel Men
meet on Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. at Oasis Church for Bible Study &
Coffee. We are currently reading & discussing the Bible (Genesis
-Revelation). Read pages 1260-1263 of the NIV Once A Day
Bible (DAY 360 — December 26) in preparation for this week’s
study (Zechariah 1-4; Revelation 18; & Proverbs 31).
Women’s Afternoon Bible Study: Women of Emmanuel ar e
studying the Book of Acts this year. Scholars refer to the Book of
Acts as the “Acts of the Holy Spirit in the Life of the Church”.
What does it mean to be the Church, the Body of Christ,
empowered by the Holy Spirit for witnessing in God’s World?
The Book of Acts teaches us what it means to be missionaries,
ignited by the mighty rushing wind of God. Next session:
Thursday, January 4 at 1pm in the Oasis Fellowship Hall. Read
Acts 19-20 (“Paul’s Third Missionary Journey”).
Lady Light Bible Study: This gr oup meets once a month at
the home of Katie Siebenaler (6:30pm). Topic: Marriage and
Family — Martin & Katie Luther. Our next meeting: Thursday,
January 18 at 6:30pm.
Thrivent Choice Dollars: Calling all Thr ivent Member s – If
you or someone in your family are Thrivent members, don’t
forget to designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars. Emmanuel
Lutheran benefits each year from Thrivent Dollars directed to us.
You can designate your dollars online at www.thrivent.com or
simply call 1-800-Thrivent and say ‘Thrivent Choice Dollars’.
Contact Julie Steffenson if you have any questions.

Discipleship Covenants for 2018 are available for signing!
Membership at Emmanuel is an annual renewal. Sixty-Two
Covenants were signed in 2017. Thanks for walking the walk
with Jesus and making Emmanuel your church home. We have
received 49 signed covenants so far.
Thrivent Action Team Gifts: Special thanks to ever yone who
helped spread the hope of Christmas by delivering cookies to the
American Cancer Society Hope Lodge, the Ronald McDonald
House, and the Gift of Life Transplant House. Your acts of kindness brought joy to those who carry heavy burdens during the
Season of Christmas. Special thanks to Judy Pearce who secured
a Thrivent Action Team Gift and coordinated this project!!
Year-End Gifts and Offerings: Emmanuel is r equesting that
members make year-end contributions to our church mission
plan budget, and designated gifts, by December 25. With New
Year’s Day falling on Monday this year, offerings received in
worship on December 30 will not be deposited until January 2,
2018. Thanks for your attention to this matter.
WORSHIP SERVANTS Tonight: THANKS!
Pianist: MarJean Damerval
Scripture Reader & Prayers: Darald Bothun
Communion: Leitha Bothun
Ushers: Serr Family
Acolyte: Emma Matzke
Sound: Don Holtan
Set-up: Julie Steffenson
Take-down: Janet Sunde
Coffee: Peg Holtan
Treats: Jenna Serr
Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Rochester, Minnesota
Contact Information: 1815—38th Street NW, Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-206-3048
www.emmanuelofrochester.org

The Emmanuel Weekly
Saturday, Dec. 23, 2017
Advent IV — 6 pm
“Praising, Proclaiming and Practicing
Emmanuel—God with us—in daily
life!”
The ADVENT of our LORD
This year’s Advent & Christmas theme is:
“Jesus: The Gift of Hope”. Weekly, we
are celebrating the Gift of Hope, anchored
in Jesus Christ, crucified and risen for the
forgiveness of our sins!
Special thanks to our children who are
favoring us tonight with a presentation of
the Christmas Nativity.
Christmas Eve—December 24 (9pm)
Service of Carols, Communion and
Candlelight with pipe organ & many instrumentalists. Prelude begins at 8:40pm.
Bell Ringing Service: Saturday, Dec. 30
at 6pm. Bring those bells! We will be
singing lots of Christmas Carols as we
celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas.

CALENDAR ITEMS
 Sat, December 23
G.I.F.T. & Saturday
School @ 5:10pm;
Advent IV Worship with
Nativity at 6pm
 Sun, Dec. 24 - Christmas
Eve Worship at 9pm with
Prelude at 8:40pm
 Monday, December 25
Nativity of our Lord!
Merry Christmas!
 Tues, Dec. 26 — Men’s
Bible Study (8am); Text
Study (10:30am)

Salvation Army Bell Ringing
 Pastor Dave on Vacation
Emmanuel’s goal for this year’s Red
Kettle fundraiser was 62 hours! Thanks to
December 26-29, 31
everyone who rang bells! We logged over
 Sat, Dec. 30 — NO
75 hours!
G.I.F.T. & Saturday
The December Emmanuel Epistle
School; Bell Ringing
Newsletter & Prayer Calendar are
Worship: “Twelve Days
available! Also, pick up your copy of
of Christmas” at 6pm
Our Daily Bread Devotional for
Bring & Ring those Bells.
December—January.

