
 

Sermon: “God With Us!”                               Rev. David Steffenson 

*Hymn of the Day: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                     #41 

*Confession of Faith: Apostles’ Creed                                  Page 85 

*The Prayers (bulletin pages 2-3)                             

*The Peace                                                                             Page 86 

Offering—Gift of Music: Karen Salz 

*Offertory Prayer                                                                   Page 88 

*The Great Thanksgiving (#33)                                          Page 88ff 

*Lord’s Prayer: Traditional Version                                     Page 91 

Invitation & Distribution 

Holy Communion is the Lord’s Supper for the Lord’s People: “All are  

welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are baptized in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and believe that 

Jesus Christ, crucified & risen, is truly present in, with and under the 

forms of bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, life & salvation.” 

We practice Intinction at Emmanuel Lutheran. Receive a wafer (the body 

of Christ) & dip it into the cup of wine (the blood of Christ). 

Lamb of God                                                                          Page 92 

Communion Hymn: “Joy to the World”                                      #39 

*Table Blessing                                                                     Page 92 

*Post-Communion Canticle: “Thank the Lord”                    Page 92 

*Post-Communion Prayer & Benediction                             Page 94 

*Sending Hymn: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                  #54 

*Dismissal                                                                             Page 95 

Postlude  

The Prayers 

A: As we await the coming of our Savior in mercy and majesty, let us 
pray to our Heavenly Father for the Church, the world, and for all people 
according to their need.  a brief silence 
 

A: O Wisdom, proceeding from the mouth of the Most High, fill the 
Church with your Spirit. Sustain and order its proclamation and its works 
of charity, especially in the presence of its enemies, according to your 
most holy will. Come, and teach us prudence. Lord, in your mercy, 

C:Hear our prayer. 
 

A: O Emmanuel, the ransom of your people Israel: deliver also your 
persecuted Church from captivity and torment. Keep it patient, faithful 
and steadfast. Help us to honor their witness and provide for their 
needs; and turn their tormentors from their evil ways. Come; and teach 
them courage. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: O Bright and Morning Star, you gladden the hearts of those who sit 
in darkness. Shine upon all who are overwhelmed by grief, despair, 
doubt, anger, confusion, hatred, or unbelief. Come; and lead them into 
the brightness of your holy love. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: O King of the nations unite all people under your glorious and    
gentle reign. Teach us those things that make for peace. Come and save 
us all, whom you formed out of clay. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: O Root of Jesse, you stand as an ensign before the peoples. Guard 
and guide all who stand in harm’s way in defense of justice & freedom. 
Come quickly, and deliver them. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: O Key of David, you open what no one can close; you close what no 
one can open. Free those imprisoned by the powers of sin, evil, and 
death, especially those seeking the gift of healing [Names]. Come, and 
close the path to misery. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: O Dayspring, splendor of life everlasting, keep safe in your mighty 
arms all those who died trusting in your promises. Come, and enlighten 
us, who still sit in the shadow of death, and open wide our heavenly 
home. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

P: Into your hands, merciful Father, we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in your mercy; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
The BIBLE: Have you always wanted to read the Bible (cover to 
cover), all 66 books & 1189 Chapters? Why not make a New Year’s 
Resolution & plan on reading the Word in its entirety in 2017.  
Pastor Dave & several of the men have already committed to the 
journey. Commit and a $25.00 gift awaits you. Gifts are limited. 
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Worship—Eve of 
Advent Four 
Dec. 17, 2016 

6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Lutheran Book of Worship—Setting II 

* indicates stand as you are able 

Prelude  

Welcome/Announcements 

Prayer: Blessed are you, God of our  salvation; you promised 
that the One of peace would come from Bethlehem to feed your 
flock & make us live securely. As we light these candles, kindle in 
us the fire of your love, infuse in us the fruit of your Word, and   
empower us to lift up the lowly & to fill the hungry with good 
things; let your face shine on us and bless us that we may be saved. 
Amen. 

Lighting of Advent Candles 

Sing: “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”  (2x) vs. 4—Insert 

*Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness                           Page 77     

*Gathering Hymn: “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”               #34 

*Prayer of the Day:  

P: Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. With your 
great might, give us your help, that whatever is hindered by our sins 
may be speedily accomplished by your grace; for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

First Lesson: Isaiah 7:10-17 

Psalm 24:1-10                                                              Bulletin Page 4 

Second Lesson: Romans 1:1-7 

*Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia”                                           Page 83 

*Holy Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25 

Children’s Message: “A Sign” 

Psalm 24:1-10—responsively 

L: The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, 

C: The world and those who dwell therein, 

L: For he has founded it upon the seas 

C: And established it upon the rivers. 

L: Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in 
his holy place? 

C: He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift 
up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. 

L: He will receive blessing from the Lord and righteousness from 
the God of his salvation. 

C: Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek the 
face of the God of Jacob. 

L: Lift up your heads, O gates! 

C: And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory 
may come in. 

L: Who is this King of glory? 

C: The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle! 

L: Lift up your heads, O gates! 

C: And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory 
may come in. 

L: Who is this King of glory? 

C: The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory! 
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Thanks for worshiping with us this evening. Your presence is 
your gift to us. We pray that our Service of Word & Sacrament is 
a blessing to you. Sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever we are praising, proclaiming & practicing 
Emmanuel – God with us – in daily life! May the hope & promise 
of Advent equip the saints for Witness in the World!  

Visit us at: www.emmanuelofrochester.org.  



 

WORSHIP SERVANTS Tonight: 

Pianist: Karen Salz 

Scripture Reader & Prayers: Deb Vomhof 

Communion Server: Deb Vomhof 

Ushers: Larry & Deb Vomhof 

Acolyte: Cabe Siebenaler 

Sound: Don Holtan 

Coffee: Peg Holtan 
 

Treats: Deb Brown & Deb Vomhof 

 

Set-up and Take-down: Julie Steffenson & Janet Sunde & friends  
 

Communication Cards/Offering Envelopes: The offering         
envelope, in your bulletin is also being used as a visitor and             
communication card. If you are visiting with us, please know that your 
presence is your gift to us. We have a generous congregation & ask only 
that you share your contact information with us. Members & visitors 
may use the  communication envelopes to indicate a desire for a pastoral 
visit, a  prayer concern, or changes in contact information. Envelopes 
may be placed in the offering basket. Thanks.  

 
 

Men’s Bible Study Breakfast: Each week, Emmanuel Men are 
meeting on Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. at Oasis Church for Bible Study and a 
continental breakfast. Read Revelation 20-22 in preparation for this 
week’s study. In January we will begin a new study: “The Grand 
Sweep”. Participants are encouraged to read the entire Bible in the Year 
2017. Location for this study is pending. 
 
 

Women’s Bible Studies: Emmanuel Women are studying the Book 
of Revelation. The afternoon Study is meeting twice a month on    
Thursday afternoons at Oasis Church (1pm). Next session: Thursday, 
January 5. An evening study is offered once a month at the home of 
Katie Siebenaler at 6:30pm. Next Session: date pending.  
 
 

Worship at Madonna Towers Skilled Care Chapel: On the first 
and third Wednesdays of each month, Emmanuel members are invited to          
participate in a ministry to area seniors. Our next Worship Service will 
be on Wednesday, January 4 at 1:00 pm. Give Lee Pearce a call if you 
would like to participate in this wonderful ministry.  
 

Saturday School & G.I.F.T. 2016: There will be NO Saturday 

School and NO G.I.F.T. during the 12 Days of Christmas (Saturday,  

December 24 and 31). Both will resume on Saturday, January 7. 

Isaiah 7:10-17—The Sign of Immanuel 
 

10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; 
let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not 
ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, 
O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary 
my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.      
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to    
refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the boy knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread 
will be deserted. 17 The Lord will bring upon you and upon your people 
and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day 
that Ephraim departed from Judah — the king of Assyria.”  
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.   
 

Romans 1:1-7—The Obedience of Faith 
 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in 
the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from   
David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son of God in 
power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace 
and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his 
name among all the nations, 6 including you who are called to belong to 
Jesus Christ, 7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to 
be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord  
Jesus Christ. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 

A GIFT FOR YOU! Emmanuel Lutheran Church has an  

annual tradition of providing a Christmas keepsake ornament 

for each family. This year’s ornament is a “Christmas Angel”. 

We hope this keepsake will provide a cherished memory of 

your life at Emmanuel. Be sure to get yours today.  

 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Rochester, Minnesota          
Contact Information: 1815—38th Street NW, Rochester, MN 
Phone: 507-206-3048       www.emmanuelofrochester.org 



 

Gospel Reading—Matthew 1:18-25 
 

P: The Holy Gospel According to St. Matthew the 1st. Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his  
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together 
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her        
husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame,  
resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When 
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a 
son. And he called his name Jesus. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                   
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Luther Exhibit - MN Institute of Art: In honor of the 500th       
Anniversary of Luther’s posting of the 95 Theses (Oct. 31. 1517), a  
special exhibition is being offered, entitled: “Martin Luther: Art & the 
Reformation”. The Exhibit runs through January 15. Call #612-871-
3000 to reserve tickets. Address: 2400 3rd. Ave. South, Minneapolis, 
MN. Price of Tickets is $20.00 each, but with a Thrivent discount code 
(thriventmia) the price is only $10.00 per ticket. Thrivent members    
attend free on Fridays. The Exhibit is now open on Mondays! 
 
 

Emmanuel Nominating Committee: Is God calling you to serve in 
leadership at Emmanuel Lutheran? Opportunities: Church Council,   
Audit Committee, Voting Delegates, or Nominating Committee.  
 
 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing! Emmanuel Lutheran Church is          
partnering again this year with the Salvation Army Red Kettle Bell 
Ringing campaign. Contact Lee Pearce to sign-up as part of the         
Emmanuel Bell Ringing Team. Our Emmanuel Goal this year is 58 
Servant Hours! Last year we logged 45 hours. Emmanuel currently has 
committed to 54 hours. Thanks for helping us to reach our goal! 
 

 
 

 

The Emmanuel Weekly  

Saturday, Dec. 17, 2016 

Eve of Advent Four—6 pm 

 

“Praising, Proclaiming and Practicing 

Emmanuel—God with us—in daily life!” 

 

 

The 2017 Discipleship Covenants    
are available for signing. Remember, 

Membership at Emmanuel is an     
annual renewal. 58 Covenants were 
signed in 2016. 29 Covenants have 

been signed for 2017. 
 
 
 

Thanks: We offer thanks to Karen Salz, 
who is serving as our guest worship   
pianist tonight. It’s always great having 
Karen play for us! 

 
 

Christmas Schedule 
 

Saturday, December 24 at 2pm 
Christmas Eve Worship 

Candlelight & Communion 
 

Sunday, December 25 at 10am 
Christmas Day Worship 

 

Saturday, December 31 at 6pm 
Christmas II - The Name of Jesus 

Pulpit Supply: Rev. Waldemar Gies 
 

 
  

The December Emmanuel Prayer      
Calendar & Epistle Newsletter are  

available in print! Also, pick up your 
copy of the Our Daily Bread Devotional 

for December 2016—February 2017. 

CALENDAR ITEMS 
 

 Saturday, Dec. 17; 

Saturday School @ 

5:10pm; GIFT at 

5:15pm; Advent IV 

Worship @ 6pm 

 Tues, Dec. 20 - Men’s 

Bible Study Breakfast 

at Oasis Church 

(8am); Text Study at 

10:30am 

 Wednesday, Dec. 21 

Madonna Towers 

Worship (1pm); Lady 

Light Bible Study at 

Katie Siebenaler’s 

(6:30pm) 

 Saturday, Dec. 24   

Christmas Eve 

Worship @ 2pm; NO 

Saturday School & NO 

G.I.F.T. 

 Sunday, December 25 

Christmas Day 

Worship at 10am 


