
 

 

Worship 
Advent III 

Dec. 14, 2019 
6:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

Lutheran Book of Worship 

* indicates stand as you are able 

Prelude 

Welcome/Announcements 

*Psalm 146 & Advent Prayer 

The Lighting of the Advent Candles 

*Gathering Hymn: “Prepare the Royal Highway”                       #26 

*Greeting                                                                               Page 78 

*Kyrie: (Tune of “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” — #54) 

P: In heavenly peace, we pray to Thee. 

C: Have mercy, Lord, on us. 

P: For peace, salvation, unity, 

C: Have mercy, Christ, on us. 

P: For world, for Church, for this dear place, 

C: Have mercy, Lord, on us. 

P: Grant comfort, help, defense, and grace. 

C: Amen, Lord Christ, Amen. 

*Hymn of Praise: (Tune of “O For a Thousand Tongues — #559) 

1. With glory bright, & heavenly peace, come quickly Lord, 
again. With judgment true, the earth renew; the gates of life, 
open. 

2. Sing, Glory be to you, O Lord; to you O Christ, be praise, 
God’s Lamb of love from heaven above, Redeemer of our race. 

3. O glory to the Father, Son, and Spirit ever be! God bring your 
life amidst our strife; Lord Jesus, come quickly. 
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1. Lord, let your servant go in peace, your faithful Word, you 
have fulfilled. This Word made flesh, I now embrace: the 
sure, salvation, you have willed!  

2. With my own eyes, I see the lamp, of glory giv’n to Israel, 
The light for nations, lost; the peace, that makes your 
wounded people well.  

3. Glory & praise, blest Trinity, dear Father, Holy Spirit, Son, 
Your light no darkness overtakes, while endless ages ever 
run!  

*Benediction 

*Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

Postlude 

(Kyrie, Hymn of Praise, Sanctus, & Nunc Dimitus, written by 
Rev. Cathy Ammlung; Sola Publishing; used by permission.) 
 

WORSHIP SERVANTS Tonight: THANKS! 

Pianist: Karen Salz 

Scripture Reader & Prayers: Lee Pearce 

Communion Server: Lee Pearce 

Ushers: Creig Anderson & Edwards family 

Acolyte: Edwards family 

Sound: Don Holtan 

Coffee: Peg Holtan              Treats: Julie Edwards 

Set-up: Julie Steffenson      Take-down: Janet Sunde & Friends 
 

Thanks for worshiping with us this evening. Your presence is 
your gift to us. We pray that our Service of Word and Sacrament 
is a blessing to you. Sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with 
the cross of Christ forever we are praising, proclaiming and 
practicing Emmanuel – God with us – in daily life! May the     
Advent of our Lord be re-gifted and re-gifting! 

Visit us at: www.emmanuelofrochester.org.  



 

*Prayer of the Day: 

P: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, give ear to our prayers, and  
lighten the darkness of our hearts by your gracious visitation; for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

First Lesson: Isaiah 35:1-10 

Second Lesson: James 5:7-11 

*Gospel Acclamation: “What Gift Can We Bring?” (Tune of 
“Away in a Manger” — #67) — words by Jane Marshall 

1. What gift can we bring, what present, what token? 
What words can convey it, the joy of this day? 
When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing, 
What song can we offer in honor and praise? 

*Holy Gospel: Matthew 11:2-15 

Children’s Message: “Weak Hands & Feeble Knees” 

Sermon: “The Gift of Salvation”                   Rev. David Steffenson 

*Advent Hymn of the Day: “O, Come, O, Come, Emmanuel” 

(New lyrics. Scripture put to Music, by Rev. Barbara Lundblad) 

1. O come, O come, Immanuel, And bless each place your people 
dwell. Melt ev’ry weapon crafted for war, Bring peace upon the 
earth forever more. Rejoice, rejoice! Take heart and do not fear, 
God’s chosen one, Immanuel, draws near. (Isaiah 2) 

2. O come, green shoot of Jesse, free, Your people from despair 
and apathy; Forge justice for the poor, and the meek, Grant  
safety for the young ones, and the weak. Rejoice, rejoice! Take 
heart and do not fear, God’s chosen one, Immanuel, draws near. 
(Isaiah 11) 

3. O come now, living water, pour your grace, And bring new life 
to ev’ry withered place; Speak comfort to each trembling heart: 
“Be strong! Fear not, for I will ne’er depart.” Rejoice, rejoice! 
Take heart and do not fear, God’s chosen one, Immanuel, draws 
near. (Isaiah 35) 

4. O come, dear child of Mary, come, God’s Word made flesh 
within our earthly home; Love stir within the womb of night, 
Revenge and hatred put to flight. Rejoice, rejoice! Take heart 
and do not fear, God’s chosen one, Immanuel, draws near. 
(Isaiah 7) 

*Confession of Faith: “Apostles’ Creed”                            Page 85 

*The Prayers (Each petition ends with “Lord in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”) 

*The Peace 

Offering—Gift of Music by our Worship Pianist 

*The Great Thanksgiving                                                Pages 88ff 

*Sanctus (Tune of “What Wondrous Love is This” — #385) 

1. Holy, most holy God, holy Lord, God of hosts, Your glory 
fills all heaven and earth. “Hosanna!” angels cry; “hosanna!” 
we reply; “Hosanna, God most high, Lord of love, high above;      
Hosanna, mighty Lord, God of love.”  

2. Blest be the One who bears, God’s blest name, unto us, Blest 
be the holy name, of our Lord. Let Jesus’ name be blest, by all 
the world confessed; Our highest and our best, praises ring, 
anthems sing: “Hosanna, Christ our Lord, God and King!”  

*Words of Consecration 

*Lord’s Prayer: Traditional Version                                   Page 91 

Invitation & Distribution 

Holy Communion is the Lord’s Supper for the Lord’s People: “All are  

welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are baptized in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and believe 

that Jesus Christ, crucified & risen, is truly present in, with and under 

the forms of bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, life & salva-

tion.” We practice Intinction at Emmanuel Lutheran. Receive a wafer 

(the body of Christ) & dip it into the cup of wine (the blood of Christ). 

Communion Hymn: “Fling Wide the Door”                              #32 

*Table Blessing 

*Nunc Dimitus (Tune of “O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts”—#356) 

(printed on page 4 of bulletin) 
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CALENDAR ITEMS 
 
 

 Saturday, December 14 

Saturday School and 

G.I.F.T. at 5pm; Advent 

III Worship at 6pm 

 Tuesday, December 17 

Men’s Bible Study at 

8am; Text Study @ 

10:30am 

 Wed, Dec. 18—Panera 

Bible Study (6:30am); 

Madonna Tower’s 

Worship at 1pm 

 Thursday, December 19 

Clergy Mtg. in La Crosse 

at 10am; EPLF Mtg. at 

11:30am—Autumn 

Ridge Church 

 Saturday, December 21 

Saturday School and 

G.I.F.T. at 5pm; Advent 

IV Worship at 6pm with 

Children’s Nativity 

Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019 

Advent III — 6 pm 

 

“Praising, Proclaiming and Practicing 

Emmanuel—God with us—in daily 

life!” 

 
 

The ADVENT of our LORD 
 

This year’s Advent & Christmas theme is: 
“And the GIFT Goes On!” Each week 
during the Season of Advent we will be   

celebrating the ongoing GIFT of God, as we 
listen to the prophetic words of Isaiah. 

 
 

November 30: The GIFT of “War No More!” 
December 7: The GIFT of “Hope!” 

December 14: The GIFT of “Salvation” 
December 21: The GIFT of “A Sign”  

        “Children’s Nativity” 
Christmas Eve: Tues, Dec. 24, 2019 @ 9pm 

Carols, Candlelight & Communion 
Sermon: “The Ultimate GIFT: Jesus!” 

December 28: The GIFT of “Steadfast Love” 
Jan. 4: Bell Ringing — 12 Days of Christmas 

 

Official Notice: Emmanuel Meeting     
TONIGHT! Saturday, December  14, 

2019 following evening worship.  
Presentation & formal vote to approve 

the purchase of 4.7 acres of church land 
from Arne & Samia Nelson for the    

asking price of $75,000. 

The December Emmanuel Epistle 
Newsletter & Prayer Calendar are 

available! Also, pick up your copy of 
Our Daily Bread Devotional for         

December—January. 

The Emmanuel Weekly  
Communication Cards/Offering Envelopes: The offering       
envelope, in your bulletin is also being used as a visitor and          
communication card. If you are visiting with us, please know that 
your presence is your gift to us. We have a generous congregation 
& ask only that you share your contact information with us.    
Members and visitors may use the communication envelopes to  
indicate a desire for a pastoral visit, a prayer concern, or changes in 
contact information. Place envelopes in the offering basket. Thanks. 

 

Men’s Bible Study: Men of Emmanuel are meeting at Oasis 
Church and looking at the Augsburg Confession (Augustana) on 
Tuesdays at 8am. Please join us! No class on December 24 & 31.  
 

Women’s Bible Study—Oasis Church Fellowship Hall: Our 
study on the Prophet Isaiah has ended. A new study (six sessions) 
on Luther’s Small Catechism will be held on Thursdays at 1pm at 
Oasis Church. Dates: January 9, 16, 23, 30; and February 6 & 13. 

 

SNOW REMOVAL: Emmanuel is responsible for snow removal 
at Oasis Church on Mondays throughout the winter. Coordinators 
for this task are Larry and Joe Vomhof. Those able to help are    
invited to contact Larry or Joe. Thanks! 
 

Madonna Towers Worship: Twice a month on Wednesdays, 
Emmanuel members are invited to participate in a ministry to area 
seniors. Our next Madonna Towers Worship Service will be on 
Wednesday, December 18 at 1:00 pm. Contact Lee Pearce. If you 
would like to participate in this ministry. 
 

Emmanuel Nominating Committee: Leitha Bothun, Lee Pearce, 
and Julie Steffenson are serving on this year’s Nominating       
Committee. Please pray about leadership opportunities that will be 
available in 2020: i.e. Two church council positions, four people for 
the nominating committee, one member for the audit committee, 
and two people for the NALC Convocations. 
 

Advent Goodies—Hospitality Houses: Judy Pearce received a 

Thrivent Action Team grant in support of this year’s hospitality  

offerings to three local hospitality houses: Gift of Life Transplant 

House, The Ronald McDonald House, and Hope Lodge. Plates of 

cookies and worship invites are being delivered weekly to these 3 

locations. Thanks to everyone helping out with this ministry. 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Rochester, Minnesota        
Contact Information: 3819—18th Ave. NW, Rochester, MN 
Phone: 507-206-3048    www.emmanuelofrochester.org 



 

Discipleship Covenants for 2020 are available for signing! 
Membership at Emmanuel is an annual renewal. Thanks for walk-
ing the walk with Jesus and making Emmanuel your church 
home. 24 Covenants have been received already! Thanks! 
 
 

Isaiah 35:1-10 — Vengeance & Recompense 

1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall 
rejoice & blossom like the crocus; 2 it shall blossom abundant-
ly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall 
be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall 
see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen 
the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those 
who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your 
God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. 
He will come and save you.” 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall 
be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then shall the 
lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for 
joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in 
the desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool, and the 
thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where 
they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8 And 
a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of   
Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to 
those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall 
not go astray. 9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous 
beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the     
redeemed shall walk there. 10 And the ransomed of the Lord 
shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

James 5:7-11 — Patience 
 

7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. 
See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth,  
being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late 
rains. 8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not grumble against one 

another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the 
Judge is standing at the door. 10 As an example of suffering 
and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 11 Behold, we consider those blessed who 
remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, 
and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 11:2-15 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mt. the 11th. Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

2 When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he 
sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one 
who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4 And Jesus  
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the 
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed 
and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
good news preached to them. 6 And blessed is the one who is 
not offended by me.” 7 As they went away, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out 
into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What 
then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing?  
Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9 
What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, & 
more than a prophet. 10 This is he of whom it is written, 
‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will    
prepare your way before you.’ 11 Truly, I say to you, among 
those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John 
the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until 
now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the    
violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law 
prophesied until John, 14 and if you are willing to accept it, he 
is Elijah who is to come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                      
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  



 

The Prayers of the Church 

A: As we await the coming of Christ in mercy and majesty, let 
us pray for the Church, the world, and for all people according 
to their need. 
 

  A brief silence 
 

A: How sweet the words we hear this day, dear Lord! Thank 
you for refreshment along our life’s often-dusty road. Thank 
you for hope that dawns unexpectedly in our heart’s            
wilderness. Thank you for Jesus, your sweetest Word of      
forgiveness, compassion, and life. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: Grant that, in Word and Sacrament, in service and in       
fellowship, your Church may constantly preach the Good 
News of what Jesus has done: “the blind receive their sight and 
the lame walk; lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead 
are raised up; and the poor have good news preached to them.” 
Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: Establish this congregation, O Lord, in words and deeds of 
patience, mercy, and gentleness. Give us grace to refresh the 
heavy-hearted, and to bring healing to those wounded by sin 
and temptation. Make this place a haven of safety and joy for 
all who trust in you. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: Conform the hearts and minds of our earthly rulers to your 
holy will. Let them give justice to the oppressed, and food to 
the hungry. Teach them to love the righteous; care for the 
stranger; sustain the orphan and widow, and frustrate the way 
of the wicked. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: We remember before you all for whom this season of light 
is shadowed by sorrow or suffering, especially: [NAMES]. 
Bring them your mercy, comfort and kindness; speak words of 
forgiveness and encouragement; and accompany them in their 
wilderness. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: Happy are those who, in this life, put their trust in you, dear 

Lord. Strengthen our faltering hands and make firm our feeble 
knees. Establish our hearts in steadfast patience & the spirit of 
encouragement. Grant that we may praise your glory, delight in 
your love, and see you face to face. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

P: All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, 
grant to us, dear Father, for the sake of your Son, our Savior 
Jesus Christ. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Call to Worship — Pastor Dave Steffenson 
 

Psalm 146 
1 Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! I will praise 
the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while 
I have my being. 3 Put not your trust in princes, in a son of 
man, in whom there is no salvation. 4 When his breath departs, 
he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish. 5 
Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in 
the LORD his God, 6 who made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that is in them, who keeps faith forever; 7 who executes  
justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. The 
LORD sets the prisoners free; 8the LORD opens the eyes of 
the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the 
LORD loves the righteous. 9 The LORD watches over the    
sojourners; he upholds the widow and the fatherless, but the 
way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 10 The LORD will reign 
forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the 
LORD! 
 

Advent Prayer—Week Three: 
Blessed are you, God of our salvation; you promised to take 
away judgment, to cast out fear, and to turn the shame of the 
outcast into praise. As we light these candles, kindle in us the 
fire of your Holy Spirit to make known your deeds among the 
nations and to sing for joy when you are in our midst; let your 
face shine on us and bless us that we may be saved. Amen.  
 

Acolyte lights three advent candles! 


