*Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia”
Page 83
*Holy Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28
Children’s Message: “JOY”
Sermon: “Disclaimers—I AM NOT!
Pastor Dave Steffenson
*Hymn of the Day: “O Zion Haste”
#397
*Confession of Faith: Apostles’ Creed
Page 85
*The Prayers (bulletin page 3)
*The Peace
Page 86
Offering
*Offertory: “Let the Vineyards”
Page 86
*Offertory Prayer
Page 88
*The Great Thanksgiving (#33)
Page 88ff
*Lord’s Prayer: Traditional V ersion
Page 91
Invitation & Distribution
Lamb of God
Page 92
Communion Hymn: “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”
#34
*Table Blessing
Page 92
*Post-Communion Canticle: “Thank the Lord”
Page 92
*Post-Communion Prayer
Page 94
*Benediction
Page 94
*Sending Hymn: “Hark, the Glad Sound!”
#35
*Dismissal
Page 95
Postlude
Thanks for worshiping with us this evening. Your
presence is your gift to us. We pray that our Service of
Word & Sacrament is a blessing to you. Sealed by the Holy
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever we are
praising, proclaiming and practicing Emmanuel – God with
us – in daily life! May the power of the Holy Spirit equip the
saints for Witness in the World in the Season of Advent!
Visit us at: www.emmanuelofrochester.org.
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The Prayers
A: Together, let us praise the wonders of God and pray for all people
everywhere, according to their needs. (a brief silence)
A: God of faithfulness, the heavens sing of the wonderful things you
do. You touch each of us and everyone around us with your permanent
love. Teach us to recognize your wonders and share your Word near
and far. Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord,
C: I will proclaim your faithfulness forever.
A: Lord, help us follow the example of Mary. She was troubled and
confused, but when the angel called her by name and told her not to be
afraid, she expressed trust, confidence & obedience. Remind us that
there is nothing that You cannot do – and you work in us and this world
constantly, even when it seems dark and scary. Let the heavens praise
your wonders, O Lord,
C: I will proclaim your faithfulness forever.
A: Guide and inform leaders at all levels of our communities, states and
nations, that their decisions, words & actions further your plan & bring
glory to your holy name. Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord,
C: I will proclaim your faithfulness forever.
A: God of wonders, bless your church universal and all who preach,
teach and share your Word, thereby nurturing your people and serving
your mission in our congregation and around the world. May we
inspire and reignite those in our midst to live in the spirit of Christmas
all year long. Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord,
C: I will proclaim your faithfulness forever.
A: Loving God, we ask that you comfort your people who are hurting
today, especially as we celebrate the perfect gift of your Son, our savior
Jesus Christ. Grant healing and an extra measure of your love to those
who are ill, those in pain, those who are hungry or cold, and those who
live in sadness and despair. We ask your blessing today upon those
whom we name before you. (brief silence) Let the heavens praise your
wonders, O Lord,
C: I will proclaim your faithfulness forever.
A: As many of us gather with family, friends and neighbors for
Christmas festivities, may we take the opportunity to share your story,
help those around us grow in your love and reflect on your perfect gift.
Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord,
C: I will proclaim your faithfulness forever.
P: We commend all for whom we pray into your hands, trusting in your
constant love and mercy, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen.
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Worship—Eve of
Advent Three
Dec. 13, 2014
6:00 p.m.

Psalm 126—responsively
L: When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
C: We were like those who dream.
L: Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
C: And our tongue with shouts of joy;
L: Then they said among the nations, "The LORD has done
great things for them."
C: The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad.
L: Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like streams in the Negeb!
C: Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy!
L:He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing,
C: Shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his
sheaves with him.
Holy Communion is the Lor d’s Supper for the Lord’s
People: “All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and
Blood who are baptized in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ,
crucified and risen, is truly present in, with and under the
forms of bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, life and
salvation.” We are practicing head of the aisle Communion
tonight by means of Intinction.
Mission Plan Budget 2015: The Emmanuel Church Council will be

meeting on Tuesday, December 16 (10 a.m.) to discuss mission and
ministry priorities for the fiscal year 2015. If you have input you would
like to offer please contact Pastor Steffenson or one of our church
council leaders: Kari Richards (President), Arne Nelson (Treasurer),
Lee Pearce (Vice-President) or Kalo Lockerby (Secretary).

Sharing Tree: Located in the Gathering Space of the Oasis Church is

a gift-giving opportunity for members wishing to bless the families of
the Interfaith Hospitality Network this Christmas Season. Suggested gift
items: Kitchen items, linens, sheets & pillow cases, toiletries, etc.
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Lutheran Book of Worship—Setting II
* indicates stand as you are able
Prelude
Welcome/Announcements—Lighting of Advent Candles
Prayer: Blessed ar e you, God of our salvation; you pr omised to
take away judgment, to cast out fear, and to turn the shame of the
outcast into praise. As we light these candles, kindle in us the fire of
your Holy Spirit to make known your deeds among the nations and
to sing for joy when you are in our midst; let your face shine on us
and bless us that we may be saved. Amen.
*Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness
Page 77
*Gathering Hymn: “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”
#36
*Greeting
Page 78
*Kyrie
Page 78f
*Hymn of Praise: “Glory to God”
Page 79f
*Salutation and Prayer of the Day
Page 82
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And Also with you.
P: Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen
our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in
your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you, and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
First Lesson: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126
Bulletin Page 4
Second Lesson: I Thessalonians 5:16-24
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Membership at Emmanuel: “Now you are the Body of Christ
and individually members of it”—I Cor. 12:27. Baptized members
are servants of Emmanuel, living out their God-given faith in congregational life; committed to the walk of discipleship, growing up
into the full maturity of Christ. Each December, Christians desiring membership at Emmanuel Lutheran of Rochester are invited to
sign up (be enrolled for the calendar year) on our Servant Roster.
To be a member is to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, baptized and
committed to the Marks of Discipleship. If you desire to “praise,
proclaim, and practice Emmanuel—God With Us—in daily life,”
then complete the 2015 Emmanuel Discipleship Membership
Covenant and walk with us to the glory of God!
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast: Weekly fellowship around God’s

Word at 8 am Tuesdays at Charlie’s (1408 2nd. St. SW). Join us in
being Evangelical. Invite a friend. Share the Good News! We will meet
on Tuesday, December 16 & discuss the readings for Advent IV: II
Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Psalm 89:1-5, 19-29 or Luke 1:46b-55; Romans
16:25-27; & Luke 1:26-38.
Women’s Bible Study: Pastor Dave is leading an Eight Session
Study on I Corinthians. Women of Emmanuel Lutheran & Oasis Baptist
are gathering on Wednesday afternoons (1:00-2:30 p.m.), twice each
month, for a 21st Century look at St. Paul’s letter to the Church in
Corinth. The Church in Corinth had its share of problems. Instead of
living as resurrection people and infiltrating the culture with the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, the church was accommodating itself to culture and
swallowing paganism hook, line, and sinker. Written in Ephesus around
55 A.D., Paul could have been addressing the Church in the USA in the
year 2014. Remaining Date: December 17.
Saturday School: 5:10 p.m.—Christian Education for all ages on
Saturdays prior to Worship! Each week we’ll enjoy singing, a Bible
Lesson/Craft and a snack (kid friendly). If anyone has any ideas for a
more ‘exciting’ name for Saturday School—we’d love to hear it! Contact Julie Steffenson for more information or to share your ideas: (507)206-3048. Three week class on Holy Communion: Dec. 6, 13, 20.
Bell Ringing—One of Emmanuel’s Ministry Partnerships is the
Salvation Army. For a second year in a row, we are ringing bells and
sharing the good news of Christmas with our neighbors. Lee Pearce is
coordinating this activity. This year’s remaining date and location is:
* Monday, Dec. 22 from 11am-1pm at Shopko North (Pharmacy Door
entrance)—Bob/Marcia Harms, and Dick/Nancy Stanley
All Times are Filled. THANKS!

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11—The Year of the LORD’S Favor
1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the year
of the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to
comfort all who mourn; 3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion-- to
give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness
instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the
LORD, that he may be glorified. 4 They shall build up the ancient
ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the
ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. … 8 For I the
LORD love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give
them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with
them. 9 Their offspring shall be known among the nations, and their
descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see them shall
acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed.
10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered
me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself
like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself
with her jewels. 11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a
garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will
cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

I Thessalonians 5:16-24 —Blameless As We Wait
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19
Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 but test
everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of
evil. 23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely,
and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he
will surely do it.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading—John 1:6-8, 19-28
P: The Holy Gospel According to St. John the 1st. Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came
as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about
the light. … 19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" 20 He
confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ." 21
And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not."
"Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No." 22 So they said to him,
"Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What
do you say about yourself?" 23 He said, "I am the voice of one crying
out in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,' as the prophet Isaiah said." 24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25
They asked him, "Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 26 John answered them, "I baptize
with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he
who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to
untie." 28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where
John was baptizing.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
WORSHIP SERVANTS Tonight:
Pianist: MarJean Damerval
Scripture Reader/Prayers/Communion Server: Larry/Deb Vomhof
Set-up: Julie Steffenson

Take Down: Janet Sunde

Ushers: Rich Sunde Julie Steffenson & Nora Serr

Sound: Don Holtan

Coffee: Peg Holtan

Treats: Judy Pearce

Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Rochester, Minnesota
Contact Information: 1815—38th Street NW, Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-206-3048
www.emmanuelofrochester.org

The Emmanuel Weekly
Saturday, Dec. 13, 2014
Eve of Advent III—6 pm
“Praising, Proclaiming and Practicing
Emmanuel—God with us—in daily life!”
ADVENT
As we journey through the Season of
Advent we await the coming of Christ, who
is our Light and our Salvation. Advent’s
color is BLUE, the color of hope. In Christ
we are forever homing in hope! During the
Days of Advent, may God prepare a way
into our hearts and give us the joy of
Emmanuel. We await the coming of Jesus
in daily life, in the needs of our neighbors.
We await the END TIME coming of Jesus.
We await the coming of Christ in Word &
Sacrament. We await the Advent of God in
the Nativity of our Lord. Blessed Advent to
you & yours! Special thanks to LeRoy
Quam for making our Advent Wreath!

CALENDAR ITEMS
 Sat, December 13
Saturday School @
5:10pm; Advent III
Worship @ 6pm
 Tues, Dec. 16 @ 8am
Men’s Bible Study
Breakfast at Charlie’s;
Council Mtg. @ 10am;
 Wed, December 17 at
1pm—Women’s Bible
Study on I Corinthians

 Sat, December 20
Saturday School @
NALC SEMINARY SUPPORT
5:10pm; Advent IV
Emmanuel’s Christmas Eve offering will
Worship @ 6pm

support the North American Lutheran
Church Seminary. Last year Emmanuel  Dec. 24 @ 6 pm
gave $4,593.00. Prayerfully consider your Emmanuel Christmas
Eve Worship: Offering
gift and mark your offering envelope:
for NALC Seminary
“Christmas Gift”. Thanks for your
generous support of our Seminary!
The December Emmanuel Prayer
Calendar & Epistle Newsletter are
available in print!

 Sat, January 3, 2015
Bell Ringing—12 Days
of Christmas Worship
Service @ 6 pm

