*Gospel Acclamation: “My Hope is Built” — Verse 1 of #294
My hope is built on nothing less,
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own I claim,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
On Christ the solid rock I stand; All other ground is sinking sand.
*Holy Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
Children’s Message: “Imperishable”
Gifts of Music: Mark Smeby
Sermon: “Hope Floats”
Rev. David Steffenson
*Hymn of the Day: “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”
#36
*Confession of Faith: “Apostles’ Creed”
Page 85
Offering—Gift of Music: Mark Smeby
*The Prayers (bulletin pages 2-3)
*Lord’s Prayer: Traditional V ersion
Page 91
*Benediction: Romans 15:13
P: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. In
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
C: Amen.
*Sending Hymn: “All Who Believe and Are Baptized”
#194
*Dismissal
P: Go in Hope! Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!
Postlude - Going Forth in Hope — Mark Smeby
The Prayers
A: As we await the coming of our Savior in mercy and majesty, let
us pray to our Heavenly Father for the Church, the world, and for
all people according to their needs.
A brief silence
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A: Lord, You sent John the Baptist as Your messenger to preach
the coming of Your Son. Continue to send servants of the Gospel
who will be heralds of good news, faithfully calling people to
repentance, proclaiming Jesus, the Gift of Hope, & administering
Baptism for the remission of sins. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: Lord, You are patient & do not wish that anyone should perish.
We give You thanks that in Your great mercy, You continue to
allow the Gospel to go forth so that all might be saved. Help us to
live lives worthy of Your call, and keep us ever faithful as we
wait for the new heavens & the new earth that You have promised
to those who live in hope. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: Lord, You are the God of all comfort. Look favorably upon
[NAMES] and all who suffer from mental or physical infirmity.
Grant them healing and patience in the face of affliction, & never
let them forget that You are with them. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: Lord, we pray your blessings on Mark Smeby and his holy
work. May the music Mark sings and the testimony Mark gives,
bring praise to your holy name and salvation to those in need of
hope. Lord in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: Lord, as we in the Church on earth wait for the coming of
Your Son, we remember all the saints who have gone before us
and now rest in Your presence. Keep us all safe in Your arms
until that day when You will gather all Your people to that place
where righteousness dwells. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Into your hands, merciful Father, we commend all for whom
we pray, trusting in your mercy; for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Rochester, Minnesota
Contact Information: 1815—38th Street NW, Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-206-3048
www.emmanuelofrochester.org
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Gospel Reading: Mark 1:1-8
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 1st. Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my
messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 3 the
voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight,’” 4 John appeared, baptizing in
the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all
Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his
waist & ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying,
“After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I have
baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Mark Smeby Highlights: Mar k believes in hope & offer s it
everywhere he travels. This year marks the 7th year of Marks’s
annual “Hope of Christmas Tour”. Mark has been supporting
prison ministry in Nashville for the past 20 years. His version
of “Mary, Did You Know” (from Christmas) was the MOST
downloaded holiday song on amazon.com in 2014, 2015, and
2016! His signature song is “Pilgrim Man”. Mark has appeared
on television and in movies. Nashville is his residence, but his
eternal home is with God. The star of his life is Jesus.
Thanks for worshiping with us this evening. Your presence is

your gift to us. We pray that our Service of Word & Sacrament
is a blessing to you. Sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked
with the cross of Christ forever we are praising, proclaiming
and practicing Emmanuel – God with us – in daily life! May
the Advent of our Lord keep hope in our hearts always!

Visit us at: www.emmanuelofrochester.org
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Worship
Advent Two
Dec. 9, 2017
6:00 p.m.
Lutheran Book of Worship—Setting II
* indicates stand as you are able
Prelude - Gathering in Hope! — Mark Smeby
Welcome/Announcements
Prayer: O faithful and loving God, we pr aise you for your
tender compassion and give you thanks for your steadfast love for
us and all creation. Bless us who see the light of this wreath, that
we may be strengthened by the hope of your advent among us, and
live toward the completion of all things in you. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lighting of Advent Candles
Sing: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” — Verse 4 of #25
Our hope and expectation, O Jesus now appear;
Arise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see,
The day of earth’s redemption, That sets your people free.
*Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness
Page 77
*Gathering Hymn: “Comfort, Comfort, Now My People”
#29
*Prayer of the Day:
P: Let us pray: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way
of your only-begotten Son, that by his coming we may be enabled
to serve you with pure minds; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C: Amen.
First Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11
Second Lesson: II Peter 3:8-14
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Isaiah 40:1-11—God’s Word Stands Forever
1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity
is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for
all her sins. 3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of
the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every
valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.
5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see
it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 6 A voice says,
“Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its
beauty is like the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower
fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it; surely the people are
grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God
will stand forever. 9 Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of
good news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of
good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold
your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm
rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense
before him. 11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather
the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently
lead those that are with young.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
II Peter 3:8-14—God Isn’t Slow, Just Patient
8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The
Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all
should reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a
thief, & then the heavens will pass away with a roar, & the heavenly
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works
that are done on it will be exposed. 11 Since all these things are thus
to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of
holiness & godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of
the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and
dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But
according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new
earth in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, since

you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without
spot or blemish, and at peace.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Communication Cards/Offering Envelopes: The offer ing
envelope, in your bulletin is also being used as visitor and
communication card. If you are visiting with us, please know that
your presence is your gift to us. We have a generous congregation
& ask only that you share your contact information with us.
Members and visitors may use the communication envelopes to
indicate a desire for a pastoral visit, a prayer concern, or changes
in contact information. Envelopes may be placed in the offering
basket. Thanks.
Saturday School & G.I.F.T. — Education for all ages (youth
and adults) is offered each Saturday night before worship at
5:10pm. Youth are looking at Advent & Christmas stories from
the Bible & preparing for the Children’s Nativity (Saturday, December 23 at 6pm). Adults are visiting about the Gift of Hope.
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast: Each week, Emmanuel Men
meet on Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m. at Oasis Church for Bible Study &
Coffee. We are currently reading & discussing the Bible (Genesis
-Revelation). Read pages 1211-1214 of the NIV Once A Day
Bible (DAY 346 — December 12) in preparation for this week’s
study (Joel 2-3; Revelation 3; & Psalm 141).
Women’s Afternoon Bible Study: Women of Emmanuel ar e
studying the Book of Acts this year. Scholars refer to the Book of
Acts as the “Acts of the Holy Spirit in the Life of the Church”.
What does it mean to be the Church, the Body of Christ,
empowered by the Holy Spirit for witnessing in God’s World?
The Book of Acts teaches us what it means to be missionaries,
ignited by the mighty rushing wind of God. Next session:
Thursday, January 4 at 1pm in the Oasis Fellowship Hall. Read
Acts 19-20 (“Paul’s Third Missionary Journey”).
Lady Light Bible Study: This gr oup meets once a month at
the home of Katie Siebenaler (6:30pm). Topic: Marriage and
Family — Martin & Katie Luther. Our next meeting: Thursday,
December 14 at 6:30pm.

Discipleship Covenants for 2018 are available for signing!
Membership at Emmanuel is an annual renewal. Sixty-Two
Covenants were signed in 2017. We have 16 signed covenants so
far for 2018. Thanks for walking the walk with Jesus and making
Emmanuel your church home.
Thrivent Action Team Gifts: Advent oppor tunities to br ing
HOPE to our community: Cookies and Advent/Christmas invites
are being distributed to the following healthcare hospitality
houses: Gift of Life Transplant House, The American Cancer
Society Hope Lodge, and the Ronald McDonald House. A Holiday Care Package is also being assembled for Roman Mulvihill,
currently deployed in the Middle East. Visit with Judy Pearce
about these opportunities.
2017 Emmanuel Church Picture Directory: Thanks to Deb
Vomhof, Julie Steffenson and Leitha Bothun for assembling our
brand new Church Picture Directory. Pastor Dave Steffenson has
also included a brief historical summary of our Emmanuel
Church. Great Pictures! Great History. Get your copy today!
WORSHIP SERVANTS Tonight: THANKS!
Guest Musician: Mark Smeby
Organist: Rev. Scott Schilbe
Scripture Reader & Prayers: Julie Steffenson
Ushers: Rich Sunde & LeRoy Quam
Acolyte: Ava Siebenaler
Sound: Don Holtan
Set-up: Julie Steffenson
Take-down: Janet Sunde
Treats: Holtans, Pearces and Steffensons
Coffee: Judy Pearce
Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Rochester, Minnesota
Contact Information: 1815—38th Street NW, Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-206-3048
www.emmanuelofrochester.org

The Emmanuel Weekly
Saturday, Dec. 9, 2017
Advent II — 6 pm
“Praising, Proclaiming and Practicing
Emmanuel—God with us—in daily
life!”

CALENDAR ITEMS
WELCOME MARK SMEBY!
We give thanks to God for the musical  Saturday, December 9
gifts and faithful witness of Mark
G.I.F.T. & Saturday
Smeby. Mark is an ambassador of hope,
School @ 5:10pm);
reminding us that “our hope is built on
Advent II Worship at
nothing less than Jesus’ blood and right6pm with guest
eousness! No merit of our own we claim, musician Mark Smeby
but wholly lean on Jesus’ name!” Thank
you Mark for sharing the saving hope of  Sun, Dec. 10 - Pastor
Christmas with the people of Rochester,
Dave preaching at St.
and the community of Emmanuel. A
John’s of Vilmar, IA
love offering is being received in support
of Mark’s ministry. Merchandise and  Tues, Dec. 12 — Men’s
CDs are available for sale!
Bible Study (8am); Text
Salvation Army Bell Ringing
Emmanuel’s goal for this year’s Red
Kettle fundraiser is 62 hours! Contact
Lee Pearce for more information.
Thanks to everyone who has already
signed up or rang bells! We’ve logged
over 45 hours already!
The December Emmanuel Epistle
Newsletter & Prayer Calendar are
available! Also, pick up your copy of
Our Daily Bread Devotional for
December—January.

Study (10:30am)
 Thursday, December. 14
Lady Light at Katie
Siebenaler’s (6:30pm)
 Friday, December 15
Clergy Faithfulness Mtg.
at 12:00 Noon
 Sat, Dec. 16 — G.I.F.T. &
Saturday School @
5:10pm); Advent III
Worship at 6pm

MARK SMEBY - BIOGRAPHY
“Music is the best tool I've found to encourage
people who are tired, discouraged, lonely, or
ready to give up on life.”
The term inspirational can be thrown around in the same manner
as heartwarming or sentimental. But when someone describes
Mark Smeby's music as inspirational, it means they were actually
inspired—lifted up, encouraged, given hope. And to Mark,
there's no better compliment.
“Wherever I go, I meet people who feel they are the only person
going through what they're going through. They think no one
could possibly understand their pain. The reality is that we don't
know what people carry around with them…but it's usually a
pretty heavy load. Using my stories and songs, I want to tell
people that they are not alone on their life’s journey. And that the
person sitting next to them could very likely use someone willing
to listen to their story.”

Mark has adapted powerful imagery of life as a journey in many
of his songs: “though the road may be long and the journey
hard” (from "Pilgrim Man"), “This World Is Not My Home,”
and even the term “pilgrim” – defined as someone who
undertakes a journey of considerable distance, usually for
religious reasons. “I believe this imagery allows listeners the
opportunity to see their lives from a bigger, more compelling
perspective. The struggle you're going through today is not what
defines you, it's just the place where you are today. Your story is
not finished being written. And in fact, the best is yet to come.”
But Mark isn’t just about the music. He recently had his book
“The Messenger: A Journey Into Hope” released by
BroadStreet Publishers. Not content to let the words speak for
themselves, Smeby created a companion CD, a soundtrack of
sorts, to go along with the book. Filled with powerful, original
tunes and inspiring favorites, The Messenger is sure to be Mark’s
most popular release.

In addition to sharing this message of hope through his writings
and in concerts around the country, for the past twenty years
Mark has visited a group of guys incarcerated in a Nashville
prison. “I’m honored to continue to have the opportunity to go
inside the walls and hang out with these guys, my friends. What
better place to bring hope than to the place where the people
society considers hopeless are living.”
This heart for prison ministry has led to Mark’s recent partnering
with Prison Fellowship International (pfi.org) to be a
spokesperson for their Children of Hope program, designed to
save children whose parents have been incarcerated in some of
the world’s poorest countries.
Frank J. Lofaro, CEO, Prison Fellowship International said,
“Mark has a true compassion for prisoners and their families.
We’re thrilled to partner with him to help rescue children of
prisoners around the world.”
Where did Mark’s mission of hope come from? "I come from a
long line of people who gave their lives away to others. Family
members who believe serving others is the best way to live.
Doing music brings so much joy to myself and others, but what I
discovered is that people are hungry, tried, and worn out—and
that music is an incredibly powerful medicine that people open
up to—they let the songs speak to their hearts. So it can't be
about me anymore. I enjoy it—more than ever! But in actuality,
my music is now all about the people who listen—the tired, the
weary, the thirsty, lonely, broken people —just like myself, who
are in desperate need of a great light to break through their
darkness. That glimmer of light, however small or large, is the
first sight of hope, and tells them, I can continue."
“I believe hope says God is in the middle of all of this that we’re
going through, and he’s up to something…something good.”
Concert at Rochester Covenant Church (4950 - 31st Ave.
NW) tomorrow night (December 10) at 6pm.
Experience the Gift of Hope!

