PRAYER OF THE DAY: “Stir up your power, O Lord, and

come. With your great might, give us your help, that whatever is
hindered by our sins may be speedily accomplished by your grace;
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.” Amen.
Communication Cards - Offering Envelopes: The offering
envelope in your bulletin is also being used as a visitor and
communication card. If you are visiting with us, please know that
your presence is your gift to us. We have a generous congregation
and ask only that you share your contact information with us.
Members and visitors may use the communication envelopes to
indicate a desire for a pastoral visit, a prayer concern, or changes in
contact information. Envelopes may be placed in the offering basket.
Thanks.
Holy Communion is the Lord’s Supper for the Lord’s People:
“All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are
baptized in the name of the Father & of the Son & of the Holy Spirit
and believe that Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is truly present in,
with and under the forms of bread & wine for the forgiveness of sins,
life and salvation.” We practice Intinction at Emmanuel Lutheran.
Receive a wafer (the body of Christ) and dip it into the cup of wine
(the blood of Christ). With repentant hearts, we preach Christ
crucified and risen for the forgiveness of sins.
Holiday Cookies: Thank you to Judy Pearce and her team of
dedicated disciples who delivered holiday cookies & worship invites
to area healthcare hospitality houses during the Season of Advent.
Worship at Madonna Towers Skilled Care Chapel: Twice a
month on Wednesdays, Emmanuel members are invited to participate
in a ministry to area seniors. Our next Worship Services will be on
Wednesdays, January 9 & 23 at 1pm. Give Lee Pearce a call if you
would like to help with this wonderful ministry.
Women’s Bible Study: Women of Emmanuel have completed
their study on the Book of Psalms. A new 5 week study begins on
January 10 at 1pm. Study Dates: January 10, 24 & 31; February 7 &
28. Women will meet at Oasis Church & study The Song of Songs.
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast: Men of Emmanuel are looking at
the Book of Psalms on Tuesdays at 8am & discussing the appointed
Psalm for the week. The men meet at Oasis Church weekly for
conversation & coffee. There will be NO STUDY for the next weeks
with Christmas Day & New Year’s Day both falling on Tuesdays.
The men will resume their study on Jan. 8, looking at Psalm 29.
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CALENDAR ITEMS
 Sat., Dec. 22—G.I.F.T. &
Saturday School at
5:10pm; Eve of Advent
IV Worship at 6pm with
Children’s Nativity
 Monday, December 24
Christmas Eve Worship
at 9pm (an extended
prelude—8:40pm)
 Tues, Dec. 25 — Merry
Christmas! NO Men’s
Bible Study & Text Study
 Pastor Dave on Vacation
December 27-January 4.
 Sat, Dec. 29 — NO
G.I.F.T. & Saturday
School; Christmas I
Worship (6pm) with
pulpit supply: Rev.
Waldemar Gies
 Tuesday, January 1
Happy New Year 2019!

Discipleship Covenants for 2019 are available for signing.
Membership at Emmanuel is an annual renewal. 64 Covenants
were signed in 2018. Thanks for walking with Jesus and making
Emmanuel your church home. We’ve already received 30 signed
Covenants for 2019. Deadline is January 9, 2019.
Emmanuel Nominating Committee: Is God calling you to serve in
leadership at Emmanuel Lutheran Church? Opportunities: Church
Council, Audit Committee, Voting Delegates, or Nominating
Committee.
Calendar Items:
th
 Mon, December 24 , 9pm - Christmas Eve Worship Service
with Carols, Communion and Candlelight. Theme: Joyous
Light of Heavenly Glory! Extended prelude begins at 8:40pm
th
 Saturday, January 5 , 6pm - Worship Service: 12 Days of
Christmas, Bell Ringing Service—Bring your bells!
th
 Saturday, January 26 , 3:30pm - Annual Meeting, 4:45pm;
Potluck Dinner, 6pm Worship
 Sunday, February 10 - Friday, February 22, 2019 - SEMAC
Mission Work Trip to Wilmington, N.C.
 Wednesday, March 6th, 6pm - Ash Wednesday Worship
Service. Lenten Theme: “Singing & Praying the Psalms”.
 Monday, April 22nd, 6am - Public Reading of the entire New
Testament at Oasis.
 Saturday, April 27th - Children’s Choir of St. John’s Lutheran,
Howard Lake, MN. Evening meal provided.
 Saturday, May 4 - Emmanuel Choir, Grafton, IA. Expanded
refreshments will be provided.
 Monday, July 29th - Thursday, August 1st - Mega Kids Camp.
 Sunday, August 4th - Emmanuel picnic at the Vomhof home.
 Tue, Aug 7th - Thu, Aug 9th, 2019 - NALC Convocation at
Indianapolis, IN includes the election of a new NALC Bishop.

Thanks for worshiping with us this evening. Your presence is
your gift to us. We pray that our Service of Word & Sacrament
is a blessing to you. Sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked
with the cross of Christ forever, we are praising, proclaiming
and practicing Emmanuel – God with us – in daily life! May
the power of the Holy Spirit equip the saints for Witness in the
World! Visit us at: www.emmanuelofrochester.org

Worship
Advent IV
Dec. 22, 2018
6:00 p.m.
LITURGY: HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER
WORSHIP NOTES: ReClaim

Liturgy: Holden Evening Prayer, revised edition
(Please return the Service Bulletin)
Prelude: Of the Father’s Love Begotten
Kevin Hildebrand
Of the Father’s Love Begotten
Ronald Nelson
Gathering Song: “The Advent of Our King” (LSB #331—See
Insert; Lighting of the Advent Candles)
Scripture: Micah 5:2-5a; Hebrews 10:5-10; & Luke 1:39-56
Children’s Sermon—Presentation of the Gospel: “The Nativity”
Children’s Song: “Away in a Manger” (ReClaim #110)
Sermon: “Blessed Be the Light”
Song of the Day: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”
(ReClaim #120)
Offering Music: Of the Father’s Love Begotten Valerie Floeter
Communion Song: “Prepare the Royal Highway” (ReClaim #102)
Closing Song: “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”
(ReClaim #95)
Postlude: Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying
Jeffrey Blersch
WORSHIP SERVANTS Tonight: THANKS!

Pianist: Scott Schilbe
Flutist: Julie Peterson
Scripture Reader: Brock Edwards
Communion Server: Katie Siebenaler
Sound: Don Holtan
Acolyte: Mason Edwards
Worship Leader & Set up: Julie Steffenson
Coffee: Peg Holtan
Treats: Jean Wanek
Ushers: Rich Sunde & Creig Anderson
Take-down: Janet Sunde and friends
Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Rochester, Minnesota
Contact Information: 3819—18th Ave. NW, Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-206-3048
www.emmanuelofrochester.org

Micah 5:2-5a — Jesus Is Our Peace
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among
the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be
ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in
labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the
people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of
the earth. 5 And he shall be their peace.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Hebrews 10:5-10 — The Sacrifice of Christ’s Body
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body have you
prepared for me; 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken
no pleasure. 7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O
God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 8 When he said
above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered
according to the law), 9 then he added, “Behold, I have come to do
your will.” He does away with the first in order to establish the
second. 10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading: Luke 1:39-56
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 1st. Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country,
to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of
Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with
the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And
why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to
me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my

ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she
who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken
to her from the Lord.” 46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the
Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has
looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on
all generations will call me blessed; 49 for he who is mighty has
done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50 And his mercy is
for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51 He has
shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts; 52 he has brought down the mighty from
their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 53 he has filled the
hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 54
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 as
he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 56
And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her
home.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Dorothy Day Fundraiser

Ava Siebenaler is coordinating a fundraiser for the Dorothy Day
House. Gifts may be placed in the offering jar located in the
Gathering Space on gthe Resource Table. Checks may be made
out to Emmanuel Lutheran. Jean Wanek received a Thrivent
Action Team grant ($250) in support of this fundraiser. Offerings
received TONIGHT (December 22) will provide compassion to
the Homeless in our community.

The Dorothy Day Hospitality House: Providing a warm bed,

a warm meal, & and some warm personalities. The Dorothy Day
Hospitality House is a temporary homeless shelter conveniently
located in downtown Rochester, MN. The house is open 365 days
a year from 4pm-9am—providing shelter, breakfast and evening
dinner. 23 beds available on a first served basis. Guests may stay
up to 14 consecutive days. Goods and services are provided free
of charge to guests by generous volunteers.
Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Rochester, Minnesota
Contact Information: 3819—18th Ave. NW, Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-206-3048
www.emmanuelofrochester.org
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Gathering Song: “The Advent of Our King”
(Text: LBW 22; Tune: LBW 368—I Love Your Kingdom, Lord)

5

Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.

6

All glory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.

